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St. Polis & S. Rosmorduc
A shared repository of hieroglyphic signs: The Thot Sign List (TSL)
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Goal and data model

TSL is born out of the practical necessity of creating electronic corpora 
of hieroglyphic texts in a principled way and its first aim is 

to document the functions
attested for individual signs

• References to ancient sources
• Description of the iconic features
• Structured repertoire
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Hieroglyphic repertoire expansion in Unicode

• Currently 1072 Hieroglyphic signs in Unicode
• Primarily an expansion based on Graeco-Roman signs.
• Introduction of Control Characters (Accepted, and likely available 

in 2023).
• Insertion – Overlay – Mirroring – Rotation – Enclosure controls – Shading

• For more detail see Nederhof et al., Additional control characters for 
Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic texts 
(https://www.unicode.org/L2/L2021/21208-egyptian-ctrl.pdf)
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available in 2023)
• Expansion of Hieroglyphic repertoire

• Unicode project funded through a Google Research grant awarded to 
Dr. Deborah Anderson at UC Berkeley (Performed by Jorke 
Grotenhuis)
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• Creation of a candidate list
• Two candidate lists

• Unicode candidate list: Inclusion based on data from modern and ancient sources: 
TLA, Ramses, TSL, Karnak database, Cauville, Kurth, Valeurs phonétiques (Daumas), 
Hannig, Dendera (Hallof), Athribis, Kom Ombo.
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• Unicode candidate list
• Unicode core list: A curated list, where every sign is verified with an image (photo or 

facsimile of an Ancient source) and accompanied by a description and function.



Hieroglyphic repertoire expansion in 
Unicode
• Currently 1072 Hieroglyphic signs in Unicode
• Primarily an expansion based on Graeco-Roman signs
• Introduction of Control Characters (Accepted, and likely 

available in 2023)
• Expansion of Hieroglyphic repertoire

• Creation of a candidate list
• Two candidate lists

• Unicode candidate list: +/- 4000 signs (including the 1072 existing signs)
• Unicode core list: +/- 3000 signs (including most of the 1072 existing signs).



Hieroglyphic repertoire expansion in 
Unicode
• Currently 1072 Hieroglyphic signs in Unicode
• Primarily an expansion based on Graeco-Roman signs
• Introduction of Control Characters (Accepted, and likely 

available in 2023)
• Expansion of Hieroglyphic repertoire

• Creation of a candidate list
• Two candidate lists

• Unicode candidate list
• Unicode core list

• A windows capable font (Andrew Glass)
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OK forms of G21 (N. Beaux, BIFAO
104, 24, fig. 3)
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www.thotsignlist.org
We are looking forward to future collaborations!
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