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INTRODUCTION

KOM OMBO IN THE GRAECO-ROMAN PERIOD

Nome Coins of the Όμβίτης,
Trajan and Hadrian

(after WEBER – GEISSEN 2013, Tf. I)

Building Phases of the temple of Kom Ombo
(after GUTBUB 1995, xi Fig. 3) 2



INTRODUCTION

THE ANCIENT NAME OF KOM OMBO IN DEMOTIC SOURCES

- jnbꜣ / ꜣnbꜣ / jmbꜣ -

Phonological Evolution

Attestations

nb w.t ~ *n˘bˉẃ˘t > nb y.t ~ *n˘bˉj́˘t > nby t ~ *n˘bˉj́˘ > *n˘bˉj́ > *n˘bˉ́ >

jnbA ~ *˘nbˉ́ > jmbA ~ *˘mbˉ́ > embw

jnbA AnbA jmbA

Ptol. O. Prinz Joachim 25, 3

O. Prinz Joachim 25, 9

Stela Bucheum 200, 5

Rom. O. Ashmolean D. O. 956, I,4 P. Harkness III,13

P. Berlin 8351 V,8

red: local spellings
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DEMOTIC TEXTS WITHIN THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

GRAFFITI: INTRODUCTION

DE MORGAN et al. 1905, 337 VLEEMING 2015, 71 
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DEMOTIC TEXTS WITHIN THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

GRAFFITI: EXAMPLE I

1) pꜣ mꜣꜥ n swr
2) [n] pꜣ ṯꜣy-nṯr.w n sbk nb ẖnyn
3) [jrm?] pꜣ ṯꜣy-nṯr.w n pa-ḫns

Graffito in the Forecourt of the Temple (Photo: PS; 
Facsimile: VLEEMING 2015, 70 Nr. 1351)

1) The place of drinking
2) [of] the crew of god-bearers of Sobek, lord of Xnyn,
3) [with(?)] the crew of the god-bearers of Pakhons.
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DEMOTIC TEXTS WITHIN THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

GRAFFITI: EXAMPLE II

Unpublished Graffito in the southern corridor of the Temple
(Photo: PS)
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DEMOTIC TEXTS WITHIN THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

“POSITION MARKS” ON THE STONE-BLOCKS OF BUILDING [405] III

Comparable „position marks“ on the burial chambers
within the Bucheum (Armant)

(MOND – MYERS 1934, Pl. LXXVI)7

Photo: SADARANGANI et al. 2019, A9-28 Fig. 497.



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION I
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KO-KF 96 (right)
KO-KF 21 (upper left)
KO-KF 13 (lower left)
(published: HOFFMANN – SEYR in:
FORSTNER-MÜLLER et al. 2019, 88-90). 



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96

Title
ḥꜣ.t-sp 1.t pꜣ jp pꜣ-ti-ḥr-pꜣ(?)-ẖrd(?) [-]
“First Year: The account of Peteharpokrates(?) [-]”



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96

Account of money (ḥḏ)
Col. I
tpj šmw sw 2 ḥḏ 7 qd 1/5
tpj šmw sw 10 ḥḏ 7 qd 1/5
jbd 2 šmw sw 6 ḥḏ 5
sw 7 ḥḏ 5
sw 10 ḥḏ 5
sw 11 ḥḏ 2 qd 1/5
sw 14 ḥḏ 5
sw 16 ḥḏ 2
sw 18 ḥḏ 1(?) qd 1/5
sw 19 ḥḏ 5



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA FROM KOM OMBO II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96

Account of money (ḥḏ)
Col. II
sw 30 ḥḏ 3
jbd 3 šmw 1 ḥḏ 2
sw 11 ḥḏ 3
tpj ꜣḫ.t sw 8 ḥḏ 5
sw 19 ḥḏ 5
sw 27 ḥḏ 3(?)
jbd 2 ꜣḫ.t sw 3 ḥḏ 5
sw 4 ḥḏ 5
sw 5 ḥḏ 3
sw 6 ḥḏ 4
sw 11 ḥḏ 2
sw 12 ḥḏ 4(?)



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96

Account of various goods
Col. III
pꜣy=w(?) dmḏ [-]
wꜥb[-]
pꜣy=w ḥḏ [-]
pꜣ wtb [-]
r ḥḏ 241(?)

jbd 1 šmw(?) sw 2
r ḥḏ 32 qd 1/5
jbd 2 šmw(?) sw ꜥrq ḥḏ 7 qd 1/5
ḥtw(?) sꜣ thꜣwn(?)
jrp qws 1 r ḥḏ 30(?)
jbd 2 ꜣḫ.t sw 12/15 [-]
pꜣy=w dmḏ r ḥḏ 92 qd 1/5



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96
O. Ashmolean D.O. B 594
(after WANGSTEDT 1976/77, 29)



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA OF THE AUSTRIAN-EGYPTIAN MISSION II: KO-KF 96
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KO-KF 96
O. Ashmolean D.O. B 594
(after WANGSTEDT 1976/77, 29)



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

OTHER CORPORA OF DEMOTIC OSTRACA FROM KOM OMBO

16

PREISIGKE – SPIEGELBERG 1924:

7 demotic ostraca
22 greek ostraca

ABDEL WARETH – WAGNER 1993; WAGNER 1995:

„There were about 400 ostraca in the two 1990/1991 
Season boxes, but apart from our 259 pieces most
of the others were Demotic, some of them being

Arabic (WAGNER 1995, 121).“

SADARANGANI et al. 2019:

15 demotic ostraca
(published in photographs)



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

DEMOTIC OSTRACA FROM KOM OMBO: PRINZ JOACHIM OSTRACA
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1) Year 22, 3rd month of the pr.t-season, day 7:
2) In the hand of Qenyhor, (son) of Totoes;
3) the village(?) scribe of jmbꜣ
4) and its inspectors;
5) the burial, which was made for the Ibis
6) and the Falcon, the gods of the wꜥb.t
7) Divine: 500 gods. Cleansed was
8) the wꜥb.t. The burial of Osiris, ḥwne, was made.
9) He was put to rest in the temple of jmbꜣ.
10) The beautiful name of Qenyhor remains
11) for eternity.

Photo: PREISIGKE – SPIEGELBERG 1924, Pl. 4



DEMOTIC TEXTS OUTSIDE  THE TEMPLE PRECINCT

OTHER CORPORA OF DEMOTIC OSTRACA FROM KOM OMBO

18

PREISIGKE – SPIEGELBERG 1924:

7 demotic ostraca
22 greek ostraca

ABDEL WARETH – WAGNER 1993; WAGNER 1995:

„There were about 400 ostraca in the two 1990/1991 
Season boxes, but apart from our 259 pieces most
of the others were Demotic, some of them being

Arabic (WAGNER 1995, 121).“

SADARANGANI et al. 2019:

15 demotic ostraca
(published in photographs)
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