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Dear Editor-in-chief

I read with a great interest the article written by Karatzas and
colleagues entitled “Thyroglobulin antibodies as a potential predic-
tive marker of papillary thyroid carcinoma in patients with indeter-
minate cytology” which has been recently published in your
prestigious journal.1 Authors have reported that thyroglobulin anti-
bodies (TgAb) are possibly associated with papillary thyroid carci-
noma (PTC) in patients with nodules of indeterminate cytology.
Recent studies have assessed reliability of fine needle aspiration
(FNA) in assessment of thyroid nodules which has shown an
acceptable rate of sensitivity and specificity in diagnosis of thyroid
cancer.2 However; seeking for less invasive methods such as ultra-
sound evaluation or blood factors may help the future of thyroid
cancer diagnosis. The authors have done a good jobwith interesting
idea which has addressed the important issue of thyroid cancer
diagnosis. Despite my interest to their results there are shortcom-
ings which should be taken into account. First of all, according to
the present guidelines thyroid sonography is the first step of eval-
uation and when there is an indeterminate cytology, FNA should be
repeated that may not be indeterminate anymore.3 So the necessity
of authors' work is a little unclear. Moreover, the authors have
mentioned their study as a retrospective cohort study while it
seems to be a cross-sectional study because both exposure and
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factors were measured at the same time and there was
up for outcome. Also the authors have reported that pres-

ence of Hashimoto thyroiditis is associated with histopathologic
diagnosis of PTC in patients with indeterminate nodules; while
later in the text it has been reported that of 61 patients with PTC
most (54.1%) of them were Hashimoto negative. In the same
manner the authors have reported that TgAb positive patients
have shown more frequent PTC; while it is also reported that of
61 PTC patients, 30 were TgAb positive and 31 were negative. These
two reports are a little obscurant regarding discrepancy of results
and conclusion. Finally, I appreciate the effort put to this job by au-
thors; however I amwondering if I can kindly ask them to interpret
better my concerns.
References

1. Karatzas T, Vasileiadis I, Zapanti E, et al. Thyroglobulin antibodies as a potential
predictive marker of papillary thyroid carcinoma in patients with indeterminate
cytology. Am J Surg. 2016.

2. Akhavan A, Jafari SM, Khosravi MH, et al. Reliability of fine-needle aspiration and
ultrasound-based characteristics of thyroid nodules for diagnosing malignancy
in Iranian patients. Diagn Cytopathol. 2016.

3. Haugen BR, Alexander EK, Bible KC, et al. 2015 American Thyroid Association
management guidelines for adult patients with thyroid nodules and differenti-
ated thyroid cancer: the American Thyroid Association guidelines task force on
thyroid nodules and differentiated thyroid cancer. Thyroid. 2016;26(1):1e133.
Mohammad Hossein Khosravi, M.D.*

Student Research Committee, Baqiyatallah University of Medical
Sciences, Tehran, Iran

International Otorhinolaryngology Research Association (IORA),
Universal Scientific Education and Research Network (USERN),

Tehran, Iran

* Baqiyatallah Hospital, Mollasadra St., Vanaq Sq., Tehran, Iran.
E-mail address: dr.mhkhosravi@gmail.com.

30 September 2016
ay serve as predictive marker for papillary thyroid carcinoma in inde-
(2016), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjsurg.2016.10.001

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0002-9610(16)30638-9/sref3
mailto:dr.mhkhosravi@gmail.com
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00029610
www.ajconline.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjsurg.2016.10.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjsurg.2016.10.001

	Thyroglobulin antibodies may serve as predictive marker for papillary thyroid carcinoma in indeterminate cytology: Acceptab ...
	References


