
Could a parent's report on speech intelligibility at 3 years be a predictor of 
the objective measurement of speech intelligibility at 4-years-old?

Prevention of speech sound disorders (SSD) 
involves identifying predictive factors for later 
speech intelligibility, and subjective parent’s 
report could be one of them (Eadie et al., 
2014, Harrison et al., 2017).
In this study, we explored the link between 
subjective parent’s report thanks to the 
Intelligibility in Context Scale (ICS) (McLeod 
et al., 2012), which is a subjective scale. It 
takes into account several interlocutors and 
thus several contexts of speech intelligibility. 
The ICS is very quick and available for free.

INTRODUCTION METHOD

There is a significant correlation between ICS at 3 years-old and PCC at 4 
years old (r’= .499, p < .01). Children whose parents mentioned language 
concerns at age 3 (n = 3) have significantly lower PCC at age 4 than 
children whose parent’s did not express any concerns (Mann-Whitney U = 
141,500,  p < .05). 
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DATA

Q1 : Could parent’s global concerns about 
child’ speech at age 3 be a predictor of the 
objective measurement of speech 
intelligibility at age 4 ?

Q2 : Could parent's contextualized report 
about speech intelligibility at age 3 be a 
predictor of the objective measurement of 
speech at age 4?

RESEARCH’S OBJECTIVES

o Both global and contextual subjective parent’s
report of intelligibility predict future speech 
performance 

o Results corroborate previous studies (Eadie et al., 
2014, Harrison et al., 2017)

o The question “Are you concerned about your 
child’s language ?” is a reliable quick and 
accessible screening for further investigation

o Contextual measure like ICS  does provide more 
information for clinical purpose

o Prevention of SSD should start with large-scale 
subjective screening

DISCUSSION

RESULTS
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Objective data (47-51 months)


