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Abstracts

ARCHAIC PERIOD AND THE OLD KINGDOM A5 & 5o 5 gyl o o ) s

Katarina Arias
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

Vessels with mortar or plaster in the funerary and cultic contexts of the Old Kingdom 3

Abstract: The archaeological exploration of Old Kingdom cemeteries provides us with a considerable amount of vessels
containing inside traces or, in some cases, even thick layers of white substance, whether mortar, plaster or gypsum, coming
from diverse contexts. While these vessels are undoubtedly part of what can be dubbed as repurposed and secondarily
reused pottery, they should not be simply overlooked or ignored, as they often provide indirect evidence of rituals or
activities closely connected to performing rituals. Their presence in the burial chambers, shafts and cultic areas can often
signify either sealing or purifying rites that were executed during the burial or in the course of later ritual activities.
Keywords: Old Kingdom - Pottery - Sealing - Ritual — Purifying — Mortar - Plaster
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John William Burn
(Macquarie University)

The Rise of Cattle in A.R.l.D. Times 15

Abstract: During the latter half of the Old Kingdom, Egypt experienced a noticeable decline in the amount of water delivered
by the river Nile, hence, leading to the concept of an era that might be termed A.R.LD. times: ‘A River In Drought’ While
modern scientific analyses suggest that the traditional view of a society—destroying drought is less than likely, the volume of
water delivered during the annual inundation became increasingly irregular, meaning that the nutrient levels reaching the
agricultural zones became less reliable. Lower river momentum (a function of water volume and speed) may have resulted
in fewer nutrients spread across the land but, conversely, would have led to an increased abundance of nutrients being left
in the channel. If nutrients normally lost from the river to the land remained within, this would have resulted in changed
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levels of nutrients within the river, affecting the ecological balance as plant life bloomed, taking advantage of the excess
nutrient supply. This article contends that the way that society responded to these changes may be inferred from the tomb
decorations produced during the time frame in question and focuses upon one aspect of tomb decoration change - the
depictions of cattle — which increased over the time frame in question. The apparent rise in the importance of cattle may
be a consequence of cattle’s ability to take advantage of the flourishing plants on the riverbanks, a profusion occasioned by
ecological changes driven by the erratic flow of the Nile.

Keywords: Late Old Kingdom - Ecology — Environment — Tomb decorations — Cattle — Pastoralism
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Andrzej Cwiek
(Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan)

Gisr el-Mudir: Past and Future 31

Abstract: Gisr el-Mudir remains the largest (in both literal and figurative meaning of the word) conundrum of the early royal
architecture. Its date (Second or Third Dynasty?), as well as function (mortuary complex? Talbezirk?) remain hypothetical.
The crucial questions of its place before or after the Step Pyramid complex of Netjerykhet, its position within the Saqqara
necropolis, and its construction, bear important implications for historical reconstructions. This enormous project — a huge
rectangle of limestone walls of some 660 x 400 metres, even if barely started, is because of its size a great challenge for
archaeology. Previous research, made by the Scottish mission, established some important features of the monument, it
failed, however in giving the final answers. Alhough the dating of Gisr el-Mudir to the reign of Khasekhemui has been widely
advertised, in fact the evidence tends rather to support its attribution to Sanakhte, and its identification as a (unfinished) step
pyramid complex. It is clear that only if the fieldwork is resumed, one may expect conclusive answers to the fundamental
questions. Satellite images and field survey enabled recording new, hitherto unnoticed, features at the area of the Gisr
el-Mudir, as well as in its vicinity. One might suggest particular places, where trial excavations might reveal new evidence.
Keywords: Saqqara — Third Dynasty — Sanakhte — Architecture - Pyramid - Mortuary complex
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Veronika Dulikova - Lucie Jiraskova - Martin Odler
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

Ptahshepses, vizier and king’s son-in-law as reflected in his unpublished tomb equipment 47

Abstract: The personage of Ptahshepses, who held the vizieral office in the mid-Fifth Dynasty, is well-known to Egyptologists.
Through marriage to Princess Khamerernebty, Ptahshepses became the king’s son-in-law and pledged his loyalty to the ruler,
Nyuserre. Like a handful of his contemporaries, Ptahshepses reached the peak of what was possible in contemporary society.
His mastaba, however, has no parallel when compared to others. Ptahshepses” extraordinary position was reflected in his
tomb’s location, vastness (2,375.60 sq. m), architectural concept, decoration, impressiveness and equipment. In accordance
with the spatial tomb distribution of Old Kingdom officials, which mirrored the social and administrative system of society
at that time, Ptahshepses’ exceptional position was also expressed in the rare materials used for the burial items. So far, it
is known that the king provided him with a sarcophagus made of red granite, a material only some royal family members
and selected high-ranking dignitaries could afford in the Fifth Dynasty. Other objects from his burial equipment have not
been presented and published yet.

Keywords: Old Kingdom - Abusir — Ptahshepses — Vizier - Burial equipment — Mid-Fifth Dynasty — Transformation of society
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Linda Evans - Philip Weinstein
(Macquarie University) — (University of Adelaide)

Dragonflies? A possible composite type in Egyptian tomb scenes and its implications 71

Abstract: The Egyptology literature sometimes refers to the presence of “dragonflies” in Egyptian tomb scenes, but is this
identification accurate? Many of the creatures labelled as such are morphologically incorrect, displaying antennae and/
or legs that are too long, with bulbous abdomens, and/or extra wings. Despite these anomalies, some images do indeed
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resemble dragonflies, especially those found in tomb scenes in later periods. Here we present the first known identification
of a dragonfly nymph in an Old Kingdom scene at Saqqara, which reveals Egyptian knowledge and observation of the
natural history of these insects. Furthermore, while butterflies appear early in the artistic record, “dragonflies” are not
represented in marsh scenes until the late Fifth Dynasty. Their occurrence thus corresponds with a period of environmental
change in Egypt that was marked by unusually low Nile floods. The warm backwaters that resulted from the changed
river conditions will have encouraged a substantial increase in the range and quantity of common aquatic insects, such as
mayflies, midges, mosquitoes, as well as their predators: dragonflies and damselflies. We propose that heightened awareness
of these insects in the late Fifth Dynasty led to the introduction of the ‘dragonfly’ motif and that, in addition, it represents
a composite type incorporating the features of a range of hovering, fast-moving insects that are reliably found near water.
Other composite insect types have been proposed in Egyptian art, such as the “bee” motif and the use of Monarch butterflies
to represent the insects as a group. The “dragonfly/flying insect” image may similarly represent a merging of ecologically-
related species in order to represent a type, with variability in the features of the motif indicating the artists’ conflation of
visually- and behaviourally-similar marsh insects. The humble “dragonfly” thus offers us unexpected insights into changing
environmental conditions during the Old Kingdom period and the impact of animals on Egyptian cultural expression.
Keywords: Dragonflies - Aquatic insects — Marsh scenes — Nile River — Climate change - Old Kingdom
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Laurel Flentye
(The Eastern and G I S Cemeteries at Giza Project)

The Development of the G I S Cemetery at the Giza Necropolis during the Fourth Dynasty and into the Fifth
with reference to the Mastabas of Kaemnefret (G Il S) and Khufudjedef (G Il S) 81

Abstract: This article discusses the development of the GI S Cemetery located on the south side of Khufu’s pyramid at the
Giza Necropolis. The cemetery consists of an east-west row of nine core mastabas (Mastabas I-XI = GIS - G X S) whose
foundation is inherently linked to the development of Khufu’s pyramid complex itself. Two spaces or gaps in the cemetery,
Mastabas IT and V, may also originally have had mastabas planned. There is a sequence of events, however, associated with
the south side which include: a layer of granite debris underneath the cores, the dismantling of the presumed ramp used for
bringing stone from the quarry, and Khufu’s two boat pits with graffiti. An analysis of these events and their possible dating
in relation to the core mastabas may reveal significant information concerning the original foundation of the cemetery. The



Abstracts

G IS Cemetery could not be laid out until certain events had occurred. Further archaeological evidence includes a rubble
wall on the south side of the pyramid as well as graffiti associated with Mastaba VII (= G VI S) with Menkaura’s name. There
is also a distinction in the number of shafts between the western and eastern groups of mastabas in the original foundation
of the G I S Cemetery. There are two distinct phases in the development of the G I S Cemetery: construction and then
actual completion and usage. Although the cores may date to Khafra’s reign or Menkaura’s, their development extends
from the late Fourth Dynasty into the Fifth with smaller mastabas constructed in the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties. A study of
the tomb owners and their titles may also reveal information concerning their presence in this southern cemetery, possibly
based on family or office. The mastabas of Kaemnefret (G II S) and Khufudjedef (G III S) with their exterior chapels and
the decorative programs of their offering chambers may provide insight into this period, namely the early Fifth Dynasty,
when the royal necropolis had moved to Saqqara and Abusir.

Keywords: Mastabas — Khufu — Chapels - Cemetery - Development
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Jérémie Flores
(Paul-Valéry University, Montpellier)

Abusir Papyri versus Provincial Papyri 101

Abstract: This paper summarises the type of data included in the Old Kingdom papyrus archives. It distinguishes the Abusir
papyri and the “Provincial archives” based on the preliminary analysis of the Gebelein and the Sharuna papyri. It appears
that these latter clearly allow a study of the social composition of a provincial community together with its economy, while
the Abusir papyri provide information on Fifth Dynasty royal mortuary temples, and more precisely on the organisation
of rituals, festivals and the economy of the entire structures.

Keywords: Abusir archives — Gebelein papyrus — Sharuna papyrus - Onomastic — Provincial population — Provincial economy
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Julia Clare Francis Hamilton
(University of Oxford)

The sacredness of the royal name in Old Kingdom inscriptions: Palimpsests in the chapel of Meryteti Meri
at Sagqara 107

Abstract: A selection of palimpsests which include the cartouche of Pepy I in the Sixth Dynasty chapel of Meryteti Meri at
Saqqara are analysed in this paper, in order to discuss how the sacredness of the king’s name and person was communicated
in Old Kingdom non-royal monumental inscriptions. The chapel changed ownership several times between its commission
and the final interment of Meryteti. These changing plans led to the usurpation of inscriptions, in which the draughtsmen
chose to avoid the total erasure of some basilophoric names in order to leave the king’s cartouche intact, so that they could
be reintegrated into Meryteti’s titles. The result illustrates the principles of decorum affecting inscribed basilophoric names.
Keywords: Basilophoric names — Palimpsests — Cartouche — Pepy I — Teti — Meryteti — Teti pyramid cemetery

Okesle ol 3 S U g

(5,52ST dnalx)

107 Bl o0 (Pl S0 §ygeale o b DAL AR Ay W) 29 S (SUI V) e S8
;;::'l‘:'—.'.ﬁ“ s)}_.p.aﬁ‘;,_adﬂl — S sz_]afd_«;v_ﬂ\ (\-“fuf@uﬁ) u,»jj_]aﬂ ) a_Gjo.’.r.ﬁ :\_....sb:f"d\_ﬂ\ U_Av_é . uLsr.LU
gl Adpally S e gl S ads Gase iy ST ol £ (e 3L Sy )i 3 doll 8 s (5 e
s bl ol sl Gl ol (5 e sl s L 80 OF ) adis de L3y ol e is 5 j3aaitll Comlo 8 o i G
Sisb o 85 ol e A3y S slacid anas o sbnn VI aed ol gl Cd Ogalu st o ¢ ppadl Olased
S5 o B Il Lyl does b (See ol e OLEN (3 ames B3le] (e o ¢ el alons 5n Las S
S el sy il el Y e

5 M e Dl — g ol oo — 25— 9V o 3sb s gl Sl s el VT 1) LIS

Jaromir Krejci
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University)

Niuserre’s valley temple and its surroundings in the view of recent archaeological work 121

Abstract: The paper discusses results of recent archaeological work in the area to the south and north of the Niuserre valley
temple in Central Abusir. Masonry recently unearthed, by the Czech Institute of Egyptology of the Charles University
provides new information regarding the ground plan of the eastern-most part of Niuserre’s pyramid complex, in the area
around its valley temple. It also raises new questions, mainly regarding the function of the newly discovered wall. This issue
is also discussed in the wider scope of other valley temples of the pyramid complexes dated to the Old Kingdom.

Keywords: Abusir - Pyramid complex — Niuserre — Valley temple — Harbour — Architecture - Old Kingdom - Fifth Dynasty
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Nicolle Leary
(Macquarie University)

The Memphite Effect: Tracing Memphite Influence in the Figural Proportions of Cattle in Old and Middle Kingdom
Elite Tomb Imagery 131

Abstract: Animals are an intrinsic feature of ancient Egyptian wall scenes, yet they have received little attention when it
comes to artistic analysis when compared to their human counterparts. The author’s doctoral study aimed to shed new light
on the technical processes used by Egyptian practitioners when rendering animals by investigating the canon of proportion,
which, thus far, has only been linked to the human form. The research centred on elite tomb imagery from the sites of Meir
and Beni Hassan where existing grid systems were identified with three animal species — cattle, ducks, and oryx. Grids
identified at Meir and Beni Hassan were reconstructed and hypothetical versions created to examine the figural proportions
of cattle, ducks and oryx from tombs across Egypt dating from the Fifth to the Twelfth Dynasties, including Memphite
monuments at Saqqara and Giza.

The results of applying the hypothetical grids systems to the animal corpus were contextualised in two phases: 1) a temporal
examination to identify proportional trends within and across time periods, and 2) a geographic comparison to trace the
potential transmission of Memphite visual traditions at sites versus the existence of more local styles. This paper will present
the results recorded with cattle during the second phase - the geographic comparison — where the outcomes of applying
hypothetical grids to bovines from seven Old Kingdom and six Middle Kingdom sites can be linked to current literature on
canonical traditions and regional diversity in visual culture. Proportional trends identified see parallels being recorded across
Egypt, indicating that guiding systems were likely to have been in place when rendering cattle in elite tomb imagery. As such,
investigating the use of proportional guides for animals generates new information on the technical practices implemented
when drafting non-human forms in two-dimensions. Animal figures, therefore, should not be cast in the shadows of their
human counterparts, but share the same light to fully understand their significance in Egyptian visual culture.

Keywords: Animals - Tomb Imagery — Proportion - Old Kingdom - Middle Kingdom
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Martin Odler - Jifi Kmosek
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague) — (Institute of Science and Technology in Art, Academy of
Fine Arts, Vienna)

Old Kingdom Copper at Abusir: First Archaeometallurgical Data 141

Abstract: The main aim of this paper is to report preliminary results of the archaeometallurgical study of selected samples of
Old Kingdom artefacts (Fourth to Sixth Dynasty, ca. 2600-2180 BC) excavated at the Egyptian site of Abusir by the Czech
Institute of Egyptology. Although the possibilities of the use of archaeometallurgical methods are limited in contemporary
Egypt, some can be applied. The samples were studied using the methods of metallography/optical microscopy and
(portable) X-ray fluorescence spectrometry in the laboratory of the French Institute of Oriental Archaeology (IFAO), and
the Archaeometry Department in Cairo. Thanks to the present project, the social framework of the Old Kingdom copper
artefacts will be supplemented for the first time with data about the physical properties and chemical composition of the
objects themselves. While the analyses brought largely expected results of the composition of most model tools, miniature
vessels and an altar made of copper with traces of arsenic, there are also some surprises including the first possible Old
Kingdom arsenical copper ingot. The paper also contains a brief overview of previous analytical work on metals from Abusir
started by Friedrich Rathgen, the founder of conservation science, in the early 20t century.

Keywords: Old Kingdom — Abusir — copper metallurgy — arsenical copper — X-ray fluorescence — metallography - ingot
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Marinus Ormeling
(University of Leiden)

The Lower Cemeteries at Abu Rawash; re-evaluating the Old Kingdom burials excavated by A. Klasens 159

Abstract: Adolf Klasens excavated on behalf of the National Museum of Antiquities in Leiden at Abu Rawash. The main
focus of his excavations (1957-1959) was the Early Dynastic burials in what became known as the Lower Cemeteries.
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During his explorations, Klasens discovered multiple tombs of other eras than the Early Dynastic, including circa 27 burials
he assigned an Old Kingdom date. The information about these burials, which were all excavated and recorded, was never
made public; they have never been described or discussed.

The notes of the three campaigns at Abu Rawash, held at the archives of the Leiden museum, are currently studied and
re-evaluated; this paper addresses the available information about the Old Kingdom burials. In some cases, remains of
substructures and superstructures were encountered, in other cases only shafts were found. The burials contained little to
no datable artefacts, which raises the question how the dates of these structures were obtained. It seems likely that the Old
Kingdom dates were derived from an assessment of datable objects like pottery, stone vessels and — in one case — inscriptions,
in combination with construction features and the location of the tombs. No explanation about the dating criteria was
provided in the publications, none was found in the notes.

This study provides a detailed presentation of the available information of these tombs and burials; their lay-out and
construction, their location and mutual relationship and the objects that can be associated with the tombs. Subsequently,
the assigned dates will be re-evaluated. Based on a careful review of the available evidence, the possible history of the Lower
Cemeteries during the Old Kingdom will be evaluated. The possible relationship between the Lower Cemeteries and the
Old Kingdom landscape of Abu Rawash will be explored and discussed.

Keywords: Abu Rawash - Lower Cemeteries — Old Kingdom - Re-evaluation excavation notes — Dating issues
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Marie Peterkova Hlouchova
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

Wooden fragments from Shaft 2 of Nyankhseshat’s tomb (AS 104) at Abusir South. A preliminary analysis
of the assemblage 175

Abstract: In the spring season of 2018, the Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University, excavated
anew structure (designated AS 104) belonging to the group of the so-called transitional tombs. Its owner was a high official,
property custodian of the king Nyankhseshat, and he built his sepulchre very likely during the reign of king Snofru. The
mastaba was reused in the first half of the Fifth Dynasty by scribe of the treasury and royal wb-priest Sekhemka and his
spouse, king’s acquaintance Henutsen.

The substructure of the tomb contained three deep shafts; fragments of wooden coffins were found in two of them.
Presumably, Shaft 1 served as the burial place of the original owner, Nyankhseshat, whereas Shaft 2 might have been intended
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for his wife. Both shafts brought to light examples of wooden coffins that can supposedly be dated to the early Fourth
Dynasty. In Shaft 2, the number of surviving wooden fragments was considerably higher than in the previous one. The
pieces were scattered all around the burial chamber. Two types of wood were identified: thinner (exc. no. 17/AS104/2018)
and massive (exc. no. 19/AS104/2018). Furthermore, pieces made of hardwood and softwood can be recognised. The
presence of some arched fragments allows us to assume that the burial container could have had the shape of the so-called
krsw-coffin, but the details of its appearance remain the subject of ongoing research.

The present paper aims to present the wooden finds from Shaft 2 and to discuss the appearance of the original coffin.
Taking into consideration the quantity and the different types of wood, the possibility that there might have been more
wooden objects in the burial chamber of Shaft 2 needs to be investigated as well.

Keywords: Abusir South — AS 104 - Fourth Dynasty — Coffin - Wood - Colour - Burial equipment
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Daniela Rosenow
(German Archaeological Institute Cairo)

The settlement remains north of the valley temple of the Bent Pyramid at Dahshur 187

Abstract: A geomagnetic survey carried out in 2013 and 2014 revealed the remains of a settlement situated directly to the
north of the valley temple of the Bent pyramid. It covers an area of about 200 x 350 m and square and rectangular structures
were already visible in the geomagnetic image. Archaeological work conducted in the north-western part brought to light
the remains of two buildings made of sand- and mud-bricks. Four rooms have been excavated so far. Three of them are
situated in the core living unit of House 1, where walls were additionally covered by a layer of lime plaster showing remains
of colour. One of these rooms features three lotus-shaped column bases made of limestone. The fourth room explored so
far seems to be an open court surrounded on two sides by six silos. Judged by sondages put in two of the rooms the houses
were built in at least three different (main) construction phases. The majority of the objects discovered in the houses are
connected to food production, storage and consumption. They include a large amount of ceramics, fragments of querns and
grinding stones, flint tools, charcoal, animal bones and teeth, metal objects made of copper alloy, faience objects (mainly
beads and tiles), one seal impression as well as wooden objects.

According to the ceramic finds, the buildings date to the early Fourth Dynasty, thus should probably be interpreted
in the context of the building process of Sneferu’s pyramids and might be regarded as Dahshur’s equivalent to the site of
Heit el-Gurab at Giza. Given the size, the furnishing and the interior of the buildings the inhabitants of this settlement
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clearly belonged to the upper class of the Ancient Egyptian society and might have served in a leading logistical and
administrative role.
Keywords: Old Kingdom - Archaeology - Settlement - Memphite necropolis - Dahshur - Early Fourth Dynasty.
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Julie Stauder-Porchet
(Université de Genéve — Swiss National Science Foundation)

Appropriations of royal forms and the early development of textual narrative during the Fifth Dynasty 199

Abstract: Textual narrative develops in the Old Kingdom initially in royal inscriptions that are centered on singular occasions
of royal speech. Such inscriptions are found in the early Fifth Dynasty in the royal funerary complex, and, as royal gifts,
inserted into the official’s space. The narrative provides a courtly and often ceremonial setting in which the king’s speech
is performative, and/or tells the effects that result immediately from that speech. In the royal funerary complex, text is
combined with image. In inscriptions inserted into non-royal spaces, the presentation is purely textual, images involving
the king being banned there.

Over the course of the Fifth Dynasty, some of the highest non-royal individuals begin emulating and appropriating this
tradition of initially royal inscriptions. The increasingly complex and extensive inscriptions are ostentatiously displayed
in an architectural space, the portico, that had itself been originally royal. Royal speech develops new forms by which the
king praises the official, telling of his action upon the king’s desire. A second strand of narrative, relating to the official
himself, thus develops in the king’s own words. The event autobiography emerges through the suppression of royal speech,
and associated with this, of the earlier tradition of circumstantially developed episodes surrounding the king’s speech. At
the same time, it inherits its core narrative scheme from royal speech itself, but has the official now himself tell what made
him praiseworthy.

Keywords: Narrative - Elite - King — Royal speech - Fifth Dynasty — Sahure - Izezi - Niankhsekhmet — Werre - Washptah
(Ptahwash) - Kaiemtjenenet — Senedjemib-Inti
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Zdenka Savova
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

Cattle scapulae tools from the Abusir necropolis 213

Abstract: Fifteen artefacts made from cattle (Bos taurus) bones, namely shoulder blades, have been excavated during the
mission of the Czech Institute of Egyptology in the Abusir necropolis. This type of bone industry was found in different
archaeological contexts, although the majority of the finds related to burial shafts and was dated to the Old Kingdom Period.
During these times, when bronze tools were rather small and rare, the cattle shoulder blades, commonly accessible in the
area, could be used as shovels for digging in the sand - by constructors or perhaps also by robbers. Such activity gradually
shaped the edges of the bones and polished their surface.

Keywords: Bone tools — Abusir — Old Kingdom - Cattle scapulae — Necropolis
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Hana Vymazalova
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

The Marsh-Hunt scenes from the tomb of Khuwy at Djedkare’s Royal Cemetery 219

Abstract: The article presents a small part of the decorative programme from the chapel in the tomb of Khuwy at Djedkare’s
royal cemetery, namely fragments of a marsh-hunt theme. This theme once decorated the west wall of the entrance room of
Khuwy’s chapel and included two typical scenes, showing the tomb owner fowling on the north part of the wall and fishing
on the south part of the wall. Although large parts of the wall are missing today, it is possible to identify the respective
scenes, including bands of water with water flowers, boats, the tomb owner’s partly preserved body, as well as several minor
figures accompanying him. Both scenes show minor figures behind the tomb owner and one minor figure, most probably
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the son of Khuwy, in front of him on his boat. The preserved parts of the relief provide some indications on the family of
Khuwy, including the name and title of his son, as well as on the date of his tomb.
Keywords: Saqqara — Djedkare’s royal cemetery - Khuwy - Relief decoration — Marsh hunt - Fishing - Fowling
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Anne Herzberg
(Freie Universitit Berlin — Agyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung der Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin)

Prosopographia Memphitica (ProM) — A web-database of New Kingdom prosopographic data from Memphis 231

Abstract: The primary aim of the author’s dissertation was to create a regional prosopography of the New Kingdom, which is
not limited to specific groups of persons, but rather illuminates all identifiable social strata of the Memphite region. In order
to establish a prosopography that is as complete and representative as possible the available source material was compiled.
In the course of the work, a total of approximately 5,000 data sets have been recorded in a relational database model created
especially for this purpose. The main focus of the investigation was focused on prosopographic data, which was used as
a criterion for the identification of individual persons on various types of objects. In addition, prosopographical data is
relational data that describes the interconnections and relations of individual persons who can be assigned to a network of
persons. The amount of data collected within the data compilation had not yet been processed for New Kingdom Memphis
and could therefore be used as a basis for additional quantitative analyses and digital processing. Due to the large quantity
and complexity of the prosopographic data, the presentation of the source material will not be provided in form of a printed
catalogue. Instead, a searchable web database was created, which is available under the following link: https://anneherz.
github.io/ProM/.

Keywords: Memphite Necropolis - New Kingdom - Prosopography - Social Network Analysis — Prosopographic Database —
Saqqara
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Nozomu Kawai
(Kanazawa University, Japan)

Exploring the New Kingdom Tombs at North Saqqara: Preliminary results of the Archaeological Survey
at North Saqqara. The 2016 and 2017 seasons 245

Abstract: Even though Memphis was the administrative center of ancient Egypt during the New Kingdom, little is known
about its necropolis during this period. To date, three major New Kingdom cemeteries have been located: in the area south
of the causeway of the pyramid of Unas, the rock escarpment of the Bubasteion, and the Teti Pyramid North cemetery.
Recently, some New Kingdom tombs were identified at the bottom of the rock escarpment near Abusir Village and on the
summit of a rocky outcrop in Northwest Saqqara. However, the large number of New Kingdom architectural elements and
objects from Saqqara in museums all over the world suggest that there might be other locations for New Kingdom tombs
at Saqqara. For this reason, we started surveying New Kingdom archaeological remains at North Saqqara in 2016. So far,
we have carried out three seasons to investigate the locations of the New Kingdom cemeteries at North Saqqara. Through
the extensive survey collecting New Kingdom artifacts using GPS, we have identified some locations which might contain
New Kingdom tombs. Notably, we identified an area of approximately 100,000m? containing a New Kingdom cemetery
to the north-west of the Teti Pyramid Cemetery. Then, we conducted 3D-mapping and geophysical prospection. In 2017,
we focused on surveying the eastern escarpment of the North Saqqara plateau and subsequently made a sounding at the
area to the north of the old Saqqara Inspectorate near the Teti Pyramid North cemetery. The sounding revealed more than
20 simple burials dating to the Greco-Roman Period and a number of the objects dating to the Eighteenth Dynasty. We
also identified an artificial horizontal platform made of tafl in the lower level of the trench, which may have functioned
as a pavement in ancient times. This paper presents the preliminary results of the archaeological survey at North Saqqara
undertaken from 2016 to 2017 and provides some thoughts on the locations and landscape of the New Kingdom tombs
at North Saqqara.

Keywords: North Saqqara — New Kingdom - Survey - Tombs - Funerary landscape
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Hana Navratilova
(University of Reading — University of Oxford)

Prolegomena to a pyramid biography 263

Abstract: New Kingdom finds in the pyramid precincts of Abusir (for instance Sahure, but also Niuserre and Khentkaus II),
Saqqara (for instance Djoser, Djedkare, Pepi I, Pepi II), and Dahshur (Senwosret III) include objects as well as inscriptions.
They indicate a complex interplay of intellectual and material interests in the Old and Middle Kingdom monuments. Diverse
categories of artefacts (secondary epigraphy, pottery — comprising wine jars —, ostraca, faience, and other small finds) are
attested in the precinct of Senwosret III, making it a suitable case study. The finds suggest several phases of use, appropriation,
and eventual transformation of the pyramid complex. The secondary epigraphy attests to changing perceptions and practices
concerned with the site, and eventually to the commodification of the spaces and structures of the pyramid complex, whose
multiple roles evidently included a place of cult, and of personal piety, alongside personal commemoration. However,
none of the New Kingdom conceptualizations had prevented the ultimate depletion of the pyramid complex, and its fine
limestone. In the Ramesside period, the once visited and venerated pyramid precinct turned into a convenient limestone
quarry (as did other pyramid complexes in the Memphite area), but without losing its exceptional status of a culturally, and
particularly devotionally, significant location. The paper sketches prolegomena for detailed studies of a life of the pyramid
complex, proposing the object biography as a functional approach.

Keywords: Pyramid complex — Abusir — Saqqara — Dahshur - New Kingdom - Graffiti - Object biography
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Nico Staring
(Leiden University)

The Necropolis as Lived Space and a Work in Continuous Progress 273

Abstract: This paper focuses on the growth of the necropolis at Saqqara through the New Kingdom, ¢. 1539-1078 BC. It
focuses on two separate cemeteries on the North Saqqara plateau: the Unas South Cemetery and the Teti Pyramid Cemetery.

XXi



Abusir and Saqqara in the Year 2020

It investigates how the living, the “ordinary practitioners” of the city of the dead, experienced (and contributed to) this
growing landscape through time. In so doing, the necropolis is treated as having city-like qualities.

Keywords: Burial - Cemetery space — New Kingdom - Saqqara — Landscape Biography — Practice of Everyday Life - Urban
space
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Kazumitsu Takahashi
(Higashinippon International University, Japan)

Blue-painted pottery production system in Northwest Saqqgara and Dahshur North from the Amarna Period
to the reign of Ramesses Il 285

Abstract: Blue-painted pottery vessels are one of the most characteristic ceramic wares in New Kingdom Egypt. Previous
studies have suggested that the use of a special cobalt colorant of blue pigment indicates that their manufacture was
restricted to “royal workshops”. However, the blue-painted pottery from the site at Northwest Saqqara and the cemetery at
Dahshur North demonstrate that diachronic change in production technology had occurred through the Amarna period
to the reign of Ramesses II, and the author assumes that such phenomenon shows some change in the production system
of blue-painted pottery, that is, the transition from “production at a single (royal) workshop” to “productions at a several
(royal and local) workshops”. Thus, in this study, the author will present the similarities and differences in production
technology of blue-painted pottery from Northwest Saqqara and Dahshur North, in terms of “fabrics”, “forms” and “designs’,
and discuss the production system of blue-painted pottery at both sites.

There are some similarities in fabrics, forms, and designs of blue-painted pottery from Northwest Saqqara and Dahshur
North in the Amarna period, and such similarities imply that they had been manufactured at the same workshop. They
seem to be manufactured in royal workshops, since forms and designs are very close to those from Amarna. However,
especially in the reign of Ramesses II, some marked differences can be seen between Northwest Saqqara and Dahshur
North, and they indicate that the vessels were manufactured at different workshops. It is notable that blue-painted pottery
vessels from royal monuments at Northwest Saqqara resemble those from the contemporary royal monuments at Saqqara;
therefore, they seem to be manufactured at a royal workshop. Furthermore, unique designs and fabrics are observed in
the materials from Dahshur North. This indicates that blue-painted pottery from Dahshur North was manufactured at
a local workshop in the Dahshur area.

Keywords: Blue-painted pottery - New Kingdom - Production technology - Production system — Royal workshop - Local
workshop
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Ladislav Bares
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

The Saite-Persian Cemetery at Abusir in 2020 295

Abstract: The archaeological work in the Saite-Persian cemetery situated in the western part of the Abusir necropolis
started in 1980. In previous years, three large shaft tombs, namely those of the high dignitaries Udjahorresnet, Iufaa and
Menekhibnekau, have been unearthed and thoroughly examined, together with two smaller structures of the same kind
that belonged to Padihor and an anonymous owner. Recently, excavation started in the fourth large Late Period shaft
tomb at Abusir, situated between the burial complex of Udjahorresnet and the unfinished pyramid of Fifth Dynasty ruler
Raneferef. Until now, no traces of any name have been found in this tomb, and its owner remains anonymous. While the
superstructure of the tomb, badly damaged by the ancient stone quarrying, had already been excavated in 2015 and 2017,
the work in the underground parts of the structure should have started in spring 2020. In spite of the fact that the tomb —
or its superstructure, at least, as no traces of any relief decoration came to light here — seems to have been unfinished and,
moreover, has certainly been looted in antiquity, several hints suggest that it might have been used for the burial of its owner.
Judging from the situation in other large shaft tombs that have been unearthed in this part of the Abusir necropolis until
now, a burial chamber and a sarcophagus — both containing large sets of religious texts — can be expected at the bottom of
the main shaft, together with remnants of the original burial equipment.

Keywords: Abusir - Late Period - Shaft tombs — Architecture of the shaft tombs - Texts in the shaft tombs
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Miroslav Barta - Ignasi-Xavier Adiego
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague) — (Indo-European Linguistics, Universitat de Barcelona)

A new Carian inscription from the cemetery of Ty 303

Abstract: During the fall season of 2019, a large mastaba of the early Fifth Dynasty belonging to the sculptor Ptahwer
and located in the Cemetery of Ty, was discovered. During the Fifth century BC, the surface of this mastaba was used by
cultic and magazine installations related to the sacral animal complexes located nearby. This area became during the first
millennium BC a real City of the Dead where thousands of pilgrims met, among them Carian and Greek mercenaries and
Greek and Phoenician merchants. At that time, vast necropoleis were growing here, where not only people from nearby
Memphis were buried, but also thousands of sacred animals (other than Apis bulls, falcons, baboons, ibises, but also the
mothers and calves of those bulls) were interred. The newly discovered Carian inscription is a small contribution to the
large and still largely incomplete mosaics of the closing stage of the ancient Egyptian civilisation in the area of contemporary
Abusir and Saqqara.

Keywords: Cemetery of Ty — Late Period - Hepnebes — Sacred animal necropoleis — Carians
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Galina A. Belova
(Centre for Egyptological Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences)

“White Walls” is the core of Memphis 309

Abstract: In 2000, the Centre for Egyptological Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences was granted permission by the
Supreme Council of Antiquities of ARE to carry out archaeological research in Memphis. Since 2003 to the present the
Centre has been conducting excavations on the archaeological site located in the north-eastern part of Memphis (Kom
Tuman, Kom Aziz, Kom Datbaby). The site, which is usually referred to as the “Palace of Apries” and a “military camp”
in literature, holds a special place in the military architecture of the Late Period. It is a unique complex, which combines
a fortified compound with the royal residence. It is an area with a great potential from an archaeological point of view. This
paper is an attempt at localizing the core of the ancient capital called the “White Wall/Walls” on the basis of a comparison
of archaeological and geomorphological data collected in the north-eastern part of Memphis with known written sources.
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The result of study let us suggest that Kom Tuman could be the core of the early city called “White Walls” In time the
city grew around the Palace precinct, forming new quarters by merging with surrounding settlements which used to be
independent. The extensive White Walls quarter remained the core of the city and at least from the Fifth Dynasty onwards
was run by the “governor of the White Walls”. Over time the quarter became a sacred area. This study helps identifying the
city’s role in the process of the single state formation.

Keywords: Capital - White Walls — Persian — Administration — Localization — Toponyms
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Nozomu Kawai
(Kanazawa University, Japan)

A newly discovered Roman catacomb at North Saqqara: Recent results and future prospects 331

Abstract: The Japanese-Egyptian mission to North Saqqara have excavated in the escarpment between the old
Saqqara Inspectorate building of the Antiquities Service and the British dig house since 2017. This project aims
to investigate the location of the previously unknown New Kingdom cemeteries at North Saqqara and to excavate
them in order to understand the political and cultural history of Memphis during the New Kingdom. After the
archaeological sounding in the 2017 season, it was concluded that there is a high possibility that rock cut tombs
might exist in this area. In response to this, we extended our excavation area to the north and found a limestone
wall and a corridor of sun-dried bricks during our fourth season in March, 2019. We considered this structure to be
part of a rock cut tomb. Subsequently, in the fifth season of August 2019, we continued excavation at the area and
revealed an oval-shaped circular structure made of pottery vessels and mud-bricks, which was partially uncovered
in the fourth season. It seems to have functioned as the entrance of the vaulted structure at a later phase of use. The
excavation also revealed the vaulted structure that was partially found in the fourth season, covering the staircase
made of limestone descending towards the rock-cut tomb. On the top of the entrance gate, a stela showing three
deities bearing Greek inscriptions at the bottom was uncovered in situ in a niche hewn in the rock cliff. On the
sides of the descending staircase, we found two recumbent lion statues made of limestone in situ, which face each
other as if they are guarding the entrance. Inside the rock-cut tomb, there were a lot of remains of burials including
mummified bodies and skeletons inside of coffins as well as simple skeletons all over. Notably, we found a large
terracotta statue of Isis-Aphrodite with a Harpocrates (Horus) near the painted entrance of one of the side rooms.
In addition, we found a stela decorated with the image of a woman named Demeteria and her dog with a Greek
inscription. This had fallen from its original place into the inside of a coflin; this was removed by our team from the
rock-cut tomb for security reasons. It appears that the rock-cut tomb was a catacomb dating to the Roman Period
—around 100 AD.

Keywords: North Saqqara - Roman Period — Catacomb - Simple burials — Terracotta figurines — Stelae
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Renata Landgrafova - Jifi Janak - Diana Mickova
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

lufaa as a sun-priest and his false window. Going forth into daylight at the eastern horizon 347

Abstract: This study presents an annotated translation of a spell from the arch of the east wall of the burial chamber of Iufaa,
which represents a new attestation of the text known as Der Konig als Sonnenpriester. Like most of the decoration that covers
the walls of Tufaa’s burial chamber and sarcophagi, the composition focuses primarily on the knowledge of cosmological
secrets and mysterious beings of the Underworld. The most interesting aspect of the composition analysed here is the way
it interconnects the writing with the iconography and the spells itself with the spatial layout of the burial chamber. The
connected pictorial scene of the resurrection of the sun is located in the centre of the arch of the east wall of the burial
chamber, and the neighbouring textual columns partially create an image of the hieroglyphic sign of akhet. Immediately
under the scene, there is a square niche reminiscent of a walled window-like opening. The placement, dimensions and
shape of this space mirror the entrance opening for the mummy located in the opposite, west wall. The east “window”
thus symbolically connects the ideas of the rising of the sun from the gate of the eastern horizon, the flying out of the
god Khepri from the ball of dung and from between the legs of the sky goddess, and the resulting appearance of the sun
god in glory and divine might. Therefore, this square opening in the eastern wall of Iufaa’s burial chamber can be linked
with the so-called windows of appearance, through which the king or god appeared to the people as someone rising in
glory to illuminate the world.

Keywords: Tufaa — Abusir — Sunrise — Regeneration — Cosmology - Secret knowledge — Kingship - Window of appearance
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Secrets of the laboratory (jz) The mummification ritual on the southern wall of the burial chamber of lufaa
at Abusir 359

Abstract: The southern wall of the burial chamber of Iufaa contains a hitherto unknown version of the mummification ritual,
describing the assignment of individual body parts to the deceased, their treatment with various ointments and unguents,
wrapping in bandages, equipment with amulets, as well as the accompanying utterances of the embalmer priest. Like the
opposite northern wall with the purification ritual, the text and its accompanying images has been carefully laid out, partially
in a tabular form. The title spans the entire length of the text, and underneath there is a list of ingredients and materials
used in tabular form, followed by text in short columns, a band of vignettes depicting amulets, and two more sets of texts
in short columns. As is the case of the purification ritual on the northern wall, the text is concluded by a representation of
the lector priest. Some of the amulets depicted and mentioned in the texts have the only parallels in amuletic depictions
on mummy bandages (as published by Kockelmann 2008). As this is the last wall in the tomb to be subjected to a detailed
study, it can be put into the context of the textual program of the entire burial chamber, which shows careful planning and
awareness of its overall significance.

Keywords: Mummification - Embalming - Oils — Unguents — Bandages - Amulets — Late Period - Shaft tomb - Iufaa -
Abusir - Ritual
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Elaine A. Sullivan - Rita Lucarelli
(Dept. of History, University of California Santa Cruz) — (Dept. of Near Eastern Studies, University of California Berkeley)

From the museum back to the tomb: The virtual rejoining of a 26th Dynasty sarcophagus and its burial at Saqgqara 371

Abstract: The Late Period basalt inner sarcophagus of “chief physician” and “overseer of the Temehu (Libyan mercenaries)”
Psamtek, found by Barsanti and Maspero in 1900 in Psamtek’s tomb south of the Unas pyramid at Saqqara, is now on public
display in the Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropology in Berkeley, California (PAHMA 5-522). Like many museum
objects, its modern display cannot adequately replicate aspects of its original archaeological context — in a deep rock-cut
shaft, nestled among hundreds of impressive elite tombs at the necropolis. The museum visitor has little opportunity to
understand the meaning and original placement of the object, either within the tomb or in the larger cemetery. In order to
virtually re-place the sarcophagus in its original context, the authors are developing a dynamic VR-headset experience that
combines a 3D reconstruction model of Saqqara with a photogrammetric model of the sarcophagus. The application allows
the user to jump between multiple levels of scale: experiencing a visualization of the Saqqara cemetery in the Late Period,
entering a model of the tomb’s burial chamber, interacting with the text of the sarcophagus, and reading translations of the
object’s text. The goal of the project is to experiment with how new immersive “virtual reality” headset technologies can be
used by Egyptologists to better express to the public the complex histories and layered meanings of archaeological objects,
especially those removed from their original sites of deposit.

Keywords: 3D modelling — Photogrammetry — Digital landscape reconstruction - Digital Humanities — Saqqara — Late
Period
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Bfetislav Vachala
(Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University, Prague)

Der,Griine” Naos des Ahmose (Ein altagyptisches Spolium im mittelalterlichen Kairo) 381

Abstract: Among the important buildings of medieval Cairo, where old Egyptian spolia are found, belong the mosque and
khanqah with the tomb of Seif al-Din Shaykhu al-Umari. Of special importance is the spolium found above the entrance to
the Shaykhu’s khanqah. It is a shaped monolithic stone block (286 x 77 x 57 cm) which has secondarily been used as a lintel.
Its material is siltstone from the quarries in Wadi Hammamat. The origin of the block is confirmed by written accounts
of medieval Arabic men of letters, historians and geographers. It originates from the well-known “Green” sanctuary in
Memphis, which broke during its transportation to Cairo, and its high-quality green stone was re-used for the building
of the Shaykhu’s khanqah. This event took place just after 1350, while the khanqah was completed in 1355. The block in
question comes from the upper frontal part of the sanctuary (naos) which is proven by the pronounced corvetto cornice

XXviii



Abstracts

in combination with the torus roll. Cut in sunk relief into the flat surface below the torus roll is a hieroglyphic inscription
in one horizontal line which contains the royal titulary of Amasis (569-526 BCE). Apart from the purely practical reason of
recycling an easily available and already shaped block of good quality stone there was another reason, based on traditional
popular faith in the magic powers of ancient non-decorative, and especially decorative and inscribed stone blocks. These
spolia used as lintels or thresholds in prominent places by entrances to medieval (and early post-medieval) Islamic sacral
and profane buildings held apotropaic and protective powers. Their purpose was to protect the building from the influence
of evil powers such as storms, torrential rain, earthquake, Nile floods or epidemics, and to bar entrance to mice, rats,
snakes, scorpions, flies, mosquitoes and birds. This protection naturally extended to the building"s numerous visitors and
inhabitants.

Keywords: “Green” sanctury (naos) in Memphis — Amasis (Ahmose II) - Khanqah of Emir Shaykhu - Ancient Egyptian
spolia — Apotropaia
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Foreword and Acknowledgements

It has been twenty-one years since the publication of the
first volume of papers concerning the area of the Abusir
and Saqqgara necropoleis and precisely twenty years since
the first Abusir and Saqqara conference was organized
in Prague. Back then, in the shadow of the tragic events
of September 11, 2001, undoubtedly nobody anticipated
that the initial intention to present and review recent
scientific research, explorations and developments on
the pyramid fields of Abusir and Sagqara would become
a tradition, gathering colleagues from all over the world
every five years in Prague. To date, the Abusir and Saqqara
conferences have been organised four times by the Czech
Institute of Egyptology at the Charles University in Prague -
in 2001, 2005, 2010 and 2015 (Barta and Krej¢i, eds. 2000;
Coppens, ed. 2002; Barta, Coppens and Krej¢i, eds. 2005;
Barta, Coppens and Krej¢i, eds. 2011 and Barta, Coppens
and Krej¢i, eds. 2017).

No one could have predicted that the fifth conference,
planned to be held in June of 2020, would have to be
cancelled due to a global pandemic, virtually annihilating
all activities of this kind. Late in the winter of 2020, we still
had hopes to make the fifth meeting happen after all, but
eventually this proved to be impossible. Throughout the
world, universities adapted to online teaching and meetings,
with conferences moved to cyberspace and the Prague
conference ending up as one of many that in the end could
not take place. Given these circumstances, and the fact that
most research libraries were inaccessible for almost a year,
the present volume featuring thirty contributions by thirty-
five scholars can be considered a more than satisfactory
outcome. It is a result that makes it possible to proclaim
that the tradition of meetings and updating the academic
community on the latest developments on the pyramid
fields of the Abusir and Saqqara region, remains even
under the current circumstances wholly uninterrupted.

The present volume offers a majority of papers, a total of
seventeen, coveringdifferentaspects of the third millennium
BC. The individual contributions include some of the latest
results of archaeological explorations as well as analyses
and interpretations of still unpublished excavations, new
interpretations of archaeological evidence within a social
and environmental framework and climate change, new

approaches to long-known texts and inscriptions, inter-
pretations of archaeological finds and new thoughts on
some archaeological sites and monuments.

The following five contributions focus on New King-
dom themes and encompass considerations on the
ancient landscape, the application of modern computer-
based analyses of the society of the day and some new
discoveries of hitherto unknown monuments. The final
eight studies are dedicated to the Late Period and look
into the interpretative potential of some yet unpublished
texts, the possible location of the “White Walls”, as well as
the historical, social and landscape connotations of several
sites and monuments.

All authors have to be thanked for their considerable
effort to deliver their research despite all extraordinary
difficulties of the past year and a half. We would also like
to express our gratitude to our colleague Dr. Mohamed
Megahed for translating the table of contents and abstracts
into Arabic. We also wish to thank all members of our
institute for their help and encouragement. Among them,
we must mention Jolana Maldtkova, who contributed
invaluably during the editing process, and Martina Bardo-
novd, who participated in the creation of the indices of this
volume.

During the editing of the volume we did not attempt
to unify the transliteration of ancient Egyptian or the
writing of personal names and the names of places, sites
and monuments, hence several different variants occur
depending on the choice of the individual authors.

It is with great regret that while working on the present
volume, Czech Egyptology lost in June 2020 a dear friend,
colleague, respected scholar and lover of Egypt, ancient
and modern - Professor Bietislav Vachala (1952-2020).
Bretislav Vachala dedicated his life to the study of the
Egyptian past and was a real ambassador of Egypt and
its heritage as well as the first ambassador of the newly
established Czech Republic in Egypt (1993-1997). In
addition to his scientific work on ancient Egyptian
literature, history and society, which was highly valued
by the international Egyptological community, he was
also a promoter of ancient Egyptian culture to the Czech
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public. Through lectures, articles and publications, he
disseminated the results of not only his research but of the
entire field of Egyptology, to the general public. Certainly
most important in this regard are his publications on
ancient Egyptian literature, including his translations of
ancient Egyptian texts into Czech. Bretislav Vachala was, in
addition to his professional interests, also an enthusiastic
collector of postage stamps on the theme of ancient Egypt,
Egyptology and the preservation of the ancient cultural
heritage issued by the Egyptian, the Czechoslovak and
later on of the Czech Post, resulting in a most unique

Bibliography of the Abusir and Sagqara conferences

Barta, M. and Krej¢i, J., eds.

2000 Abusir and Saqqara in the year 2000. Archiv orientdlni.
Supplemena 9. Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,
Oriental Institute, Prague.

Coppens, E, ed.

2002 Abusir and Saqqara in the Year 2001. Proceedings of
the Symposium (Prague, September 251-27% 2001), Archiv
Orientdlni 70.3, Prague 2002, 261-425.

Barta, M., Coppens, E and Krejdi, J., eds.
2006 Abusir and Saqqara in the year 2005. Proceedings of
the conference held in Prague, June 27-July 5, 2005. Czech

XXXii

collection. Throughout his life, Bfetislav remained very
strongly connected with the East Bohemian region, where
he was born. He was unceasingly interested in antiquity
collections focusing on ancient Egyptian objects that had
been gathered by local aristocratic families — and with
some he had long-lasting amicable relations and contacts.
Unfortunately, he passed away far too early, unable to finish
all he still wished to accomplish. His contribution in the
present volume is one of the last projects he was working
on while fighting the grave illness that took him away far
too soon from family, friends and colleagues.
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The Necropolis as Lived Space
and a Work in Continuous Progress

NICO STARING

(Leiden University)

The necropolis as a place for the living

This paper focuses on the growth of the necropolis at
Saqqara through the New Kingdom, ca. 1539-1078 BCE
(a follow-up to Staring 2017). In accordance with the
biographical approach to landscape (Staring 2019; Kolen
and Renes 2015), the life-history of the necropolis is here
conceived as a never-ending process of growth and aging;
and the making of the necropolis viewed as a work forever
in progress. The entanglement of people and landscape
(re-)created material traces, meanings, identities, and
memories of an entire community over many generations
(e.g. Papmehl-Dufay 2015). People acted in this landscape
amidst all that had been made before, and every present
moment contributed to the continual process of increasing
that past, creating a (temporally) layered landscape. This
paper presents a small step forward to investigating how
the living, the “ordinary practitioners” (after De Certeau
1984) of the city of the dead, experienced (and contributed
to) this (spatially, temporally and perceptually) growing
landscape. In so doing, the necropolis is treated as having
city-like qualities. After all, it was as much a place for the
living as it was a place for the dead.

Exploring the necropolis as an urban space is not entirely
new. Already in 1899, Victor Loret drew a comparison
between the layout of the Old Kingdom cemetery at Saqqara
- and more specifically the prominent north-south street
situated north of the Sixth Dynasty pyramid of king Teti,
now commonly referred to as the Rue de tombeaux (Capart
1907) - and a city with its streets and public spaces:

“Tout un quartier de nécropole est sortie de terre, avec ses
rues, ces carrefours, ses places publiques. 1l y aura la, quand
tout sera réparé, nettoyé et rendu accessible, comme un coin
de Pompéi a visiter. Et ce ne sera pas, pour les touristes, le
moindre attrait dune visite a Saqqarah” (Loret 1899, 100)

In a way, Loret was very close to imagining how the
cemetery would have been experienced by the ancient
Egyptians. The “streets”, “crossroads” and “public spaces”
facilitated the living with access to certain places and spaces
in the cemetery, and, on certain occasions, to socialise
with each other and with the ancestors. The movement of
people in the past can be said to be “embodied” (Low 2003)
in the very fabric of the cemetery because, in their layout,
the “streets” impose a habitual pattern on the movement
of people (Ingold 1993, 167). So to analyse how people
followed the “thicks and thins of the urban ‘text” (De
Certeau 1984, 93)1, it is first necessary to find out what
the place actually looked like in terms of layout, and how
it changed over time. However, the rather unfavourable
situation in terms of standing monuments at Saqqara
creates a sizable challenge for as far as the New Kingdom
is concerned. This paper highlights some of the pertinent
difficulties encountered in the process of reconstructing the
cemeteries and offers a preliminary outline of their growth
through time. Discussion will be limited to the two major
clusters of tombs from this period on the North Saqqara
plateau: the Unas South Cemetery and the Teti Pyramid
Cemetery (see Staring 2017, fig. 3).

Unas South Cemetery

Beginnings

The current state of the archaeological evidence does not
allows for a comprehensive assessment of how the cemetery
grew before the Amarna period. Archaeological evidence
for early New Kingdom use of the site for burial is extremely
scanty, due to very limited systematic archaeological research
in this area. Only a relatively small part of the necropolis has
been covered by modern exploration since 1975 (Fig. 1).

1 Even though the cemeteries at Sagqara were in fact extra-urban (namely situated at a distance from the housing areas of the living, at Mempbhis),
they should be considered as “components of the lived urban environment in the past” (Stevens 2018, 103; see also Weiss 2021, 125-126),

in other words, in their urban context. Especially if the use of cemetery space by the living is considered, it is important to accept the simple
fact that people arrived from (and, after visiting the cemetery, departed for) other places. As such, the “ordinary practitioners” wove together
different places as they went about their business. One could add that, for the dead, the necropolis represented not a final destination either,
for they were “going forth by day” and expressed the wish to “enter and leave the necropolis” (as found in various Book of the Dead spells).
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By linking the archaeological evidence with information
gathered from decontextualized tomb elements excavated
by the early nineteenth century explorers and antiquities
collectors and now housed in museum collections, a more
complete image of the cemetery emerges (cf. Staring 2015).

The earliest New Kingdom building activity at the site is
represented by the excavated portion of a wall of massive
proportions.? It is made of mud bricks stamped with the
prenomen of king Amenhotep II, Aakheperure (Lacher-
Raschdorff 2014, 98).3 The combination of the stamped
bricks bearing the name of a king and the monumental
dimensions of the wall strongly suggest that it was a royal
building of some sort. What purpose it may have served
is difficult to tell, but a temple would be a safe guess. This
suggestion can be further corroborated by evidence for
the king’s building activities elsewhere in the Memphite
necropolis. The foundation of a temple built with mud
bricks stamped with the king’s prenomen has been excavated
atop a prominent rocky outcrop in the desert between
Saqqara and Abusir, west of the Serapeum (Yoshimura
and Takamiya 2000, 171); a site that offers a terrific
panoramic view of the Memphite necropolis and the Nile
valley beyond. The king also built a mud-brick temple
at Giza dedicated to the sphinx as Horemakhet (Hassan
1953). The two parallels suggest that the place south of
the Unas causeway held special significance, which the
king marked by constructing a temple (if indeed identified
correctly). Amenhotep II appears not to have been the only
king of the mid-Eighteenth Dynasty who expressed special
interest in this place. A limestone architrave fragment
bearing the prenomen of Thutmosis IV, Menkheperure, was
found reused in the nearby monastery of Jeremias (Bryan
1991, 157-158),* which appears to be the only remaining
evidence for a temple built by the king at Saqqara.

The royal structure(s) stood not alone in this area of
the necropolis. Well-off private individuals of the mid-

Eighteenth Dynasty appear to have built their tombs there
also. The Old Kingdom inspired false-door stela of the
Lower Egyptian vizier Thutmosis (Florence 2565),> who
served under Thutmosis [IV-Amenhotep III, was excavated
by Giuseppe Nizzoli (1880, 371).° The diplomat and
antiquities collector described the find context of the stela
as “situated in a wall of an elevation of a ruined small temple
(tempietto), and it was at the surface of the ground or of the
rock”’ The description hints at a setting in a freestanding,
above-ground tomb chapel that was most likely constructed
of mud bricks.3

A predecessor in the office of northern vizier, a certain
Ptahmose (who simultaneously held office as High Priest
of Ptah at Memphis), is also attested by an Old Kingdom-
inspired false door stela, made of red granite (Leiden AM
1-a).? The stela derives from the collection of Giovanni
d’Anastasi, who was not personally involved in excavations,
but mostly bought from dealers and local excavators. The
exact provenance of the stela is therefore uncertain; yet
a setting similar to that of the stela of Thutmosis is to be
expected.

Another stela, excavated by Nizzoli in the early 1820s and
subsequently sold as part of the same collection as the stela
of Thutmosis, provides clues for what the private tombs in
this part of the cemetery may have looked like. The mid/late-
Eighteenth Dynasty round-topped stela of Hatiay, Overseer
of Cattle of Amun, depicts the owner kneeling before
a tree-goddess (Florence 2593). Hatiay’s Ba, depicted as
a human-headed bird with arms, is positioned behind him
atop a structure that could be identified as the facade of his
tomb chapel. It is a rectangular superstructure surmounted
by a torus moulding and cavetto cornice; precisely the sort
of tomb chapel excavated in the Teti Pyramid Cemetery
(see below). Similar tombs are also known from early New
Kingdom cemeteries elsewhere in Egypt, such as Thebes
(Polz 2007, 231-245; Galan and Jiménez-Higueras 2015).

2 “Massive” in comparison with the average thicknesses of walls of New Kingdom tombs at Saqqara.

3 The excavators read the name as Djeserkheperure, the prenomen of Horemheb. This reading has recently been corrected following the finds
of various like-stamped mud bricks in the Leiden-Turin concession area further south (Weiss 2015, 50). See also Staring 2019, 214, for an
up-to-date list of references to bricks stamped with the prenomen of Amenhotep II at Saqqara.

Measuring 1.8 x 0.9m, as preserved. It has been suggested that the architrave formed part of a shrine dedicated to Ptah at Memphis. To me,
the Memphite provenance seems very unlikely, however. It is difficult to comprehend why the monastery’s builders would take the trouble
to transport this block all the way from Memphis whereas stone building materials were abundantly available close to where the monastery
stood. Note that Thutmosis IV also expressed an interest in the rocky outcrop between Abusir and Saqqgara and the sphinx at Giza.

Note the large dimensions: c. 140 cm in height.

6 In his absence the excavations were supervised by his wife, Amalia Sola (Nizzoli 1841, 234-235).

The quote in Italian reads as follows: ‘Il detto tableau era situato in una parete di prospetto dun tempietto rovinato, ed era alla supeficie del
terreno ossia della roccia.” For the identification, see Gessler-Lohr 1995, 146 with n. 82.

Compare, for example, to the so-called house-mastabas that have a false door embedded in the west wall and a small courtyard to the east.
These mastabas are characteristic of the First Intermediate Period Tabbet el-Guesh cemetery immediately south of the Unas South Cemetery
(Dobrev 2017), and such tomb structures are also found at Saqqara South and Dahshur South. Perhaps the early/mid-Eighteenth Dynasty
chapels were inspired on these earlier examples.

The dimensions are comparable to those of the stela of Thutmosis: 166 x 80 cm.
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Fig. 1 The Unas South Cemetery in the New Kingdom (preliminary reconstruction). Map by the author.

The reign of Amenhotep III witnessed a development
towards monumentalising tomb architecture. The evidence
mainly revolves around the inscribed and decorated stone
elements deriving from the tomb of the Chief Steward of
Memphis, Amenhotep Huy. The tomb was excavated in the
1820s, and although its exact location has subsequently been

lost, a description given by Nizzoli (1880, 371) combined
with the find-spot of a tomb stela reused in the monastery
of Jeremias (Quibell 1912, plate 84) strongly suggests that it
must be sought in this part of the necropolis. Whether we
should imagine it as a completely freestanding structure
or as a rock-cut tomb (which may have had a freestanding
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part added to it), cannot be ascertained. The fact that no
relief-decorated blocks deriving from the tomb are known
today, provides an indication that it differed somewhat from
the so-called temple-tombs so well-known from the (post-)
Amarna period at Saqqara. The differences with the earlier
Eighteenth Dynasty tombs are greater still.

The earliest archaeologically attested and well-
documented burials are two pit-graves containing
one anthropoid coffin each and dated to the reign of
Amenhotep III (Raven, Verschoor, Van Walsem and Vugts
2011, 39, 76-81). Both were marked above ground by a slab
of limestone that stood vertically at the grave’s head end.
One of the stones was supported by a mud-brick platform
that was plastered over (burial 99/4B). The title associated
with one of the two individuals was that of “hr.y sdm-<s,
“chief servant” (burial 99/5). It is currently impossible to
determine whether the two burials formed part of a larger
cemetery composed of relatively modest tombs equipped
for the “lower classes”, although it would be remarkable
if this were not the case. It has been suggested that later
development of the cemetery, which saw the introduction of
more monumental structures, obscured or even completely
erased all traces of this earlier phase of use.

(Post-)Amarna expansion

We are much better informed about the cemetery from
the time of Akhenaten onwards. The Amarna and
immediate post-Amarna period tombs are concentrated in
the area currently under excavation by the Leiden-Turin
archaeological expedition (Del Vesco, Greco, Miiller, Staring
and Weiss 2019). Among the earliest tombs are those built
for the High Priest of the Aten, Meryneith, the Royal Butler,
Ptahemwia, and the Chief Steward of Memphis, Iniuia.
The construction and decoration of these tombs involved
multi-year projects. Work continued, on and oft, well into
the reign of Tutankhamun. The present state of the evidence
suggests that this king’s reign marked an accelerated growth
of the cemetery, which coincided with a significant change
in the concept and architectural layout of the tombs.
This development is not only attested archaeologically,
but it is also reflected in the quantity of decontextualized
tomb elements now held in museum collections. Much
more material becomes available compared to the earlier
Eighteenth Dynasty. The cemetery’s “growth spurt” could
likely be connected with the abandonment of Amarna
early in the king’s reign. Officials who had built, or were
in the process of building (as in the case of May[a]) rock-
cut tombs at Akhenaten’s capital had to start all over (or
continue, as in the case of Meryre alias Meryneith), at
Saqqara (or elsewhere). With the abandonment of Amarna,
Memphis became an even more prominent centre of
administration (Van Dijk 1988), in modern terms: the
“administrative capital”.
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The immediate post-Amarna period tombs were built
as freestanding structures, each located at a small distance
from the others. A number of the tombs’ burial shafts were
reused from pre-existing Old Kingdom mastabas. As such,
the spatial patterning of the old tombs played a role in the
spatial distribution of the New Kingdom tombs.

Open space available all around the tombs enabled the
expansion of the buildings at later stages, as happened for
example with the tombs of Pay and Horemheb. These were
each provided with an additional courtyard. Ry, another
military official, appears to have started his tomb as a single-
room chapel to which he later added a walled courtyard
(Staring 2020). The walls demarcating the courtyard were
built against a pre-existing structure to the south. Iniuia
also seems to have started his tomb as a single-room chapel.
After first adding a courtyard to the east, a second chapel
was forced into the northwest corner of the new annex.
Taken together, the continuously growing structures, large
and small, led to the gradual decrease of space available
between the individual tombs. In some cases it even led
to the blockage of “streets” between tombs, which then
required people to recalibrate their regular walking routes
over the cemetery. This happened for example when Raia
built a forecourt to the tomb of his father, Pay. The pre-
existing pyramid of their eastern neighbour, Ry, formed the
eastern limit of the annex. Suddenly passage between the
two buildings was no longer possible, and people arriving
from the south heading north (or the other way around)
needed to take a detour. At one point in time, the western
side-mass of the pyramid, which touched on the forecourt
of Raia, was cut away, which goes to show that people
were also capable creating routes by adjusting the extant
structures by force.

Over time, the building of variously sized tomb chapels
all around and in between earlier structures led to the
further decrease of open space. As a result of this process
it was made increasingly more difficult to traverse the
cemetery. It transformed the orderly cemetery into a true
labyrinth.

Some of the newly introduced chapels may have been
built to form a unity with certain bigger tombs, for example
to accommodate descendants and/or (other) dependents
of the initial tomb owner (Staring 2019, 221-223). This
development marks the gradually changing social demo-
graphy of the cemetery. What appears to have been an
exclusively high-elite cemetery at its beginnings, soon
changed to accommodate a more balanced cross-section
of society. At the same time, the larger tombs continued
to function, in the sense that new interments were
intermittently introduced, either in the subterranean burial
spaces accessed from the main tomb shaft, or in burial
chambers accessed from one or more of the subsidiary
shafts. An example is found in the tomb of Tia, the Overseer
of the Treasury and brother-in-law of king Ramesses II.
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Fig. 2 The Teti Pyramid Cemetery in the New Kingdom, projected on the Old Kingdom mastaba field (preliminary reconstruction). Map

by the author.

The forecourt (not part of the initial tomb design but
added later) and second courtyard contain a total of four
shafts that were used to bury dozens of individuals (Raven,
Verschoor, Van Walsem and Vugts, 153-161). It shows

that even the tomb of a very senior official was not for
his exclusive use; his dependents benefited from it also.
As such, a single tomb complex came to serve as a lieu de
mémoire (Nora 1997) for multiple generations of people
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from different families and from diverse walks of life. They
represent the continuously!® expanding eternal social
network of dependents of a single powerful patron.

The process of filling in the open spaces between
the larger tombs unfolded simultaneously with another
development: the lateral expansion of the cemetery. To
date a substantial part of the northward expansion of
the cemetery has been excavated by the Cairo University
expedition since the 1980s (Tawfik 1991; El Aguizy 2017).
The tombs unearthed in this area date from the very
beginning of the Nineteenth Dynasty until the end of the
New Kingdom. The last remaining, monumental stone-built
mastaba of the Old Kingdom still stands tall at the centre
of the otherwise exclusively Ramesside-period cemetery.
It is noteworthy that the large tombs are generally built
rather closely alongside each other, which differs somewhat
from the spatial distribution of tombs in the immediate
post-Amarna period. On the other hand, the exact order
in which the individual tombs were built is not well
understood yet. The fact that smaller chapels also dot the
map in this part of the cemetery suggests that here too the
phase of “colonising” the ground was followed by the filling
in of available space between tomb structures.

An urban parallel: Observations from Amarna

The way in which the Unas South Cemetery at Saqqara
grew in the New Kingdom finds a parallel in the urban
context at Amarna, ancient Akhetaten, generally regarded
as our most complete example of an ancient Egyptian city
(Stevens 2016 for a concise overview). The city was founded
in year 5 of king Akhenaten and most of the population
abandoned the place shortly after the king died twelve
years later (early in the reign of Tutankhaten/amun), which
accounts for a “life” of no more than sixteen or seventeen
years (Kemp 2012, 181). The archaeological remains of the
suburban areas outside the Central City with its “state”
buildings provide a glimpse into the social mechanisms
underlying urban growth. Amarna was founded as a new
royal city and served as the centre for the cult of the Aten.
One would perhaps expect that the personal involvement
of the king in this state-planned, high-stakes project would
somehow be reflected in the layout of the city as a whole.
In reality, however, planning was largely confined to the
official buildings. This observation led Barry Kemp to
characterise Amarna as “the antithesis of city planning”
(Kemp 2012, 163). The layout of the two main housing

areas located to the north and south of the Central City
lacked a grand unitary design. Instead, they are remindful
of a series of joined villages with clearly distinguishable
clusters of houses forming complex patterns that create
idiosyncratic neighbourhoods. These neighbourhoods are
not unitary in the sense that they contain only one type or
size of houses; to the contrary, both big and small houses
(representing the “rich and poor”) are intimately mixed.!!

Despite the fact that the city was so short-lived, it is
possible to observe in the archaeological remains how
the city grew after its foundation (Kemp 2012; Kemp and
Stevens 2010, 473-516). The first stage saw the colonising
of the desert fringe north and south of the Central City
with large urban villas. The houses were built for members
of the highest echelons of society. They settled conveniently
close to (and along all) the main north-south axis of the
city and close to the Nile, its source for fresh water. The
city subsequently grew in two ways: laterally towards the
east, spreading across the desert; and by filling of spaces in
between the large urban villas belonging to the first phase
of colonising the desert plain.

According to Kemp, the distinct phases of colonisation
and later development indicate that there was no
“masterplan” for the new city. The city grew organically,
which resulted in a fuzzy layout. It is quite likely that the
neighbourhoods were modelled after the “traditional”
urban neighbourhoods elsewhere in Egypt; the hometowns/
villages of the people who resettled to Amarna — which
for some may have meant Memphis. People organised
themselves according to what they were accustomed to,
taking local traditions and uses to the new capital. The
patron-client relationship (which structured ancient
Egyptian society at large) lay at the heart of the city’s
neighbourhoods. A clear example of the social organisation
of such villages within the urban fabric is offered by the
house of the High Priest of the Aten, Panehsy, and its
“village of dependants” (Kemp 2012, 43-44 with fig. I.15).

Teti Pyramid Cemetery

Methodological issues

The main problem with assessing the growth of the Teti
Pyramid Cemetery is that almost no material remains have
been preserved in situ. A large part of the cemetery was
excavated in the (early) nineteenth century, a situation
quite similar to that observed in the Unas South Cemetery.
Subsequent early modern and later excavators shifted their

10 That is, until care of the general upkeep of the fabric of the tomb gradually ceased and the offering cult was no longer maintained, usually

two or three generations after the initial tomb owner had died.

11 This mix has also been observed in urban centres of the Old and Middle Kingdom: Moeller 2016, 378-379. See also Moreno-Garcia 2013
for patronage and informal networks that lay at the core of the organisation of ancient Egyptian society and which by definition led to the

mixing of the upper and lower strata of society.
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focus to the much better preserved Old Kingdom cemetery
that existed below that of the New Kingdom. It meant
that the later tombs built on a thick deposit of sand and
rubble were removed in their entirety to fully uncover the
underlying mastaba field.

The early excavators recorded and documented the
later tombs and simpler burials in a rather haphazard way.
The sheer number of archaeological teams involved in the
excavation of this relatively small area in the last 150 years
presents another complicating factor. It has led to
a considerable fragmentation of data, both published
and unpublished. The quality and completeness of
documentation also differs considerably from one public-
ation to the other. Bearing these problems in mind, the first
step towards analysing the growth of the cemetery has been
to produce for the first time a complete map of the New
Kingdom cemetery (Fig. 2).12

Observations on the extent of the cemetery
The currently known New Kingdom cemetery actually
forms part of what must have been a much larger field.
The patterning of tombs would suggest a continuation
northward into an area hitherto largely unexcavated.
A number of chance finds further afield corroborate
this hypothesis. In 1843, Carl Richard Lepsius (1897,
144) recorded the location of a seemingly isolated tomb
superstructure ca. 300 m northwest of where he excavated
near the northeast corner of the mastaba of Kagemni (tomb
no. LS 8). The tomb belonged to a Nineteenth Dynasty Head
of Guardians, named Meryre. This part of the cemetery has
in more recent times been mapped by a geophysical survey
(Mathieson and Dittmer 2007). The survey map highlights
the subsurface structures of an extensive Old Kingdom
necropolis. Possible tombs of the New Kingdom cannot be
identified with confidence, partly because it is not known
precisely what shape the tombs or chapels might have had.
Simpler burials (i.e. those without a structure to mark
their location above-ground) are spread over a much
larger area of the North Saqqara plateau. The numerous
individuals buried in pit graves and interred in Old
Kingdom mastaba tombs (e.g. Khentika) form part of
an extensive burial ground. This field may stretch out to
the Serapeum located ca. 1km west of the Teti Pyramid
Cemetery. Located roughly halfway, immediately north
of the enclosure wall of the Djoser pyramid complex, the
Old Kingdom mastaba of Rashepses (LS 16) contained
a number of simple burials of New Kingdom date (Lepsius
1897, 165-170; Quibell 1909, 23; Hoflmayer, Hassler,
Kutschera and Wild 2013; Al-Tayeb 2015). Further afield

close to the Serapeum a number of shaft tombs have been
recorded (Macramallah 1940, 71-76). Early New Kingdom
tombs have also been excavated further to the north of
the pyramid of Teti, covering part of the Early Dynastic
cemetery (Bourriau 1991).

The amplification of a sacred landscape
Two Old Kingdom pyramids dominate the sight of this
part of the landscape, and the popular cults of the deified
kings, Teti and Menkauhor, continued in the New Kingdom
(Malek 2000; Morales 2006). Whether the large numbers
of burials that clustered in this area were the result of the
existing popular cults, thereby acting as a sort of magnets for
tomb construction, or whether the kings’ revived popularity
was the result of the growing cemetery, is difficult to tell.
From a landscape phenomenology perspective the pyramids
and cemetery were ideally located at the entrance of the
elevated desert plateau, along the route leading up to the
Serapeum. The presence of multiple religiously significant
places will have added to the sacredness of the place, which
will have made it a highly sought after place for burial.

The earliest (pit-)burials located in this cemetery
date to the very beginning of the New Kingdom (e.g.
Sowada, Callaghan and Bentley 1999, area northeast of
the mastaba of Nedjetempet). The earliest evidence for
built superstructures marking a burial dates to the reign
of Thutmosis [IV-Amenhotep III (Gessler-Lohr 2007).
The Guardian of the House of His Majesty, Amenma
(Lepsius 1897, 154, 156), Guardian of the “Splendour of
the Aten”, Nebansu (Loret shaft no. 62), and Guardian of
the Treasury of Memphis, Mahu (Loret tomb no. 6?) are
among the earliest individuals for whom the remains of
superstructures have been attested archaeologically. The
lack of earlier evidence suggests that new forms of burials
were introduced at around the reign of Amenhotep III,
namely those marked by a more substantial superstructure.
Possibly this development is to be connected with the
enlargement of the Serapeum under Amenhotep III.
Indeed the earliest attestation of the veneration of king
Teti on a New Kingdom stela dates to the king’s reign
(a rectangular stela dedicated by a certain Thutmosis to
his father Meryptah, Cairo JE 34188; Lacau 1957, 234-235,
plate 71). A later stela from the Serapeum depicts both Teti
and the sacred Apis bull (Malinine, Posener and Vercoutter
1968, plate 1, no. 1), thereby combining multiple elements
of this sacred landscape.

More tombs dated to the reign of Amenhotep III have
been found in the “cliff (dhn.t) of Ankhtawy”, the southern
escarpment of the later Bubasteion (Zivie 2012), which

12 Gessler-Lohr (2007) laid the groundwork for a reconstruction of the New Kingdom necropolis north/northeast of the pyramid of Teti,

focusing on the tombs dated to the pre-Amarna period.
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I consider not as a separate New Kingdom cemetery, but
as part of a larger one that also encompassed what is today
called the Teti Cemetery. The titles held by the owners of the
cliff-side rock-cut tombs are generally more elevated than
those attested for the owners of tombs with a superstructure
located in the Teti Pyramid Cemetery. The former include
the Royal Butler, Setesh (Bub. 1.13), and the northern
Vizier, Aperia/Aper-El (Bub. I.1), who both continued to
hold office under Amenhotep IV/Akhenaten. In terms
of landscape phenomenology (visibility, accessibility),
and from the perspective of the living who arrived from
Memphis, the (partly) rock-cut tombs appear to have
occupied the most prominent burial spots. It is tempting to
see a correlation between choice of location for burial and
the tomb owner’s position on the social ladder.!?

The Teti Pyramid Cemetery grew considerably in the
reign of Tutankhamun, a development also observed in
the Unas South Cemetery. Well-known are the temple-
tombs of Ipuia and Amenemone, two Chief Goldmiths and
Overseers of Craftsmen of the king. Smaller, single-room
chapels cover the area surrounding the pyramids built for
Teti’s queens (Youssef 2017). Probably many more such
chapels dotted the map. For example Loret (1899) recorded
about 130 tomb shafts and an undetermined number of
these may be associated with such burials.

Tomb construction in this area also flourished in the Nine-
teenth Dynasty. It resulted in an increasingly more crowded
cemetery where some tombs were built against pre-existing
structures. This made it increasingly challenging to find
one’s way in the cemetery, the more so since the area was
also dotted with numerous simpler pit burials that were
probably marked by stones or other objects, as observed in
the Unas South Cemetery.!* A considerable number of the
coffins from these pit burials contained multiple individuals
(e.g. Parker 2017).!> The two (or more) individuals could
have died at the same time and subsequently buried
together in one coffin. However, the sheer number of
multiple burials makes it a very unlikely scenario.'® In case
the individuals did not die at the same time, the pits had to
be re-excavated, sometimes repeatedly and possibly with
multiple-year intervals. Thus, some form of above-ground
marking of the burials would make for a welcome aid to
relocating the burials. Such installations, however small
they may have been, could have also played a role in cult
activities performed at the grave sites.

It is unfortunate that the state of documentation does
not allow for the creation of a full picture of the cemetery.
One wonders, for example, whether the open space east of
the tomb of Ipuia (above the mastabas of Neferseshemptah,
Ankhmahor and the west face of the pyramid of Khuit),
reflects a historic reality? Or did the cluster of simple
burials once cover the whole area? Or is the gap simply
the result of a gap in the data at our disposal? The same
questions can be asked of the area of the cemetery above the
mastabas of Mereruka and Kagemni: the tomb publications
contain no information about what may have been found
in the deposits that covered the Old Kingdom monuments.
If indeed nothing had been found by the early excavators,
it does not necessarily follow that no burials had been there.
Quite possibly later activities postdating the New Kingdom
have been responsible for the complete removal of tomb
structures that may have stood there. The construction of the
stone-paved Serapeum Way, which led from Memphis to the
Serapeum, ushered in the disappearance of New Kingdom
tombs in this area. The road may possibly have been paved
for the first time in the Late Period, and more certainly
was it completely reconstructed in the Thirtieth Dynasty,
and further embellished in the Ptolemaic and Roman
periods (Smith 1981). Tomb superstructures that stood in
the way of this road project were likely razed to the ground
and structures extant in direct vicinity may have served as
sources for stone building material (Ockinga 2011, 137-138).

A small portion of the paved Serapeum causeway has
been excavated above and to the west of the mastaba
of Mereruka (Quibell and Hayter 1927, plate 1). The ca.
1.2km long paved desert road connected the Serapeum
to the Anubieion situated at the edge of the escarpment.
Roman burials and larger cult installations were all neatly
oriented on the causeway (Quibell and Hayter 1927, plate 1;
Mathieson and Dittmer 2007, figs. 1, 9).

The situation was much different in the New Kingdom.
The distribution pattern of the tombs reveals that the
Roman Serapeum Way had no New Kingdom predecessor.
It appears that the route from the edge of the escarpment
to the Serapeum was much less pronounced. Moreover,
its exact course may have shifted regularly because every
newly built tomb could potentially have contributed to
rearranging the tangle of paths and tracks, which in turn
encouraged people to take alternative routes to reach their
destination. This situation differs much from that observed

13 In this paper I am not treating the question of how and by whom or by what institution (if any) plots of necropolis space were allocated. Total
personal freedom and strict “state” regulation would be at opposite ends of the scale of options. In general, however, one should perhaps view
it as something that regulates itself, where instantiation (cf. Albrecht et al. 2018) is first and foremost a matter of resources, both imaginative
(i.e. knowledge, “decorum”) and material (i.e. financial means, access to building material, labour, etc.).

14 Also compare Stevens 2018 for the South Tombs Cemetery and North Tombs Cemetery at Amarna.

15 New Kingdom multiple burials are also found elsewhere in the Saqqara necropolis, see e.g. Yoshimura and Kawai 2008.

16 See also Miniaci 2019 for a systematic treatment of multiple burials in ancient Egypt.
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at Abydos, the sacred landscape associated with Osiris. In
the Middle Kingdom, the processional route that ran from
the temple of Osiris on the edge of the cultivation, through
a wadi and towards the god’s burial at Umm el-Qaab was
kept clear from tomb building by royal edict (Leahy 1989).
The situation in the Teti Pyramid Cemetery shows that the
threat of tombs encroaching over a sacred processional
route was very real indeed.

Concluding remarks and avenues
for further study

This paper has briefly reviewed the life-histories of two New
Kingdom cemeteries on the North Saqqara plateau, with
very distinct biographies.

The Unas South Cemetery grew in three ways: by
colonising the ground, lateral expansion, and internal filling
of spaces. All three could be seen simultaneously at work
in different localities of the cemetery. An urban parallel
for this growth has been attested at Amarna, where the
patron-client relationship lay at the heart of the social
organisation of the neighbourhoods. This paper argues that,
to a certain extent, the growth and spatial organisation of
the cemetery at Saqqara mirrored the social organisation of
the contemporary neighbourhoods of the living. It should
be acknowledged, however, that it is not at all certain how
the social organisation of the living at Amarna translated to
its cemeteries. The one case where a burial ground existed
below an individual rock-cut elite tomb!” - resembling the
patterning in death of the urban villas with their villages
of dependents - is at the cemetery close to the tomb of
Panehsy, the High Priest of the Aten, but this is not at
all certain and needs further archaeological investigation
(Stevens 2018, 110, 117).

The growth of the Teti Pyramid Cemetery was less
straightforward and cannot be so easily captured in the three
“phases” of colonisation, lateral growth and internal filling.
A major difference is presented by the large numbers of
pit-burials with no above-ground markers. Contemporary
“simple burials” are almost completely absent from the
Unas South Cemetery. It was only when care of the general
upkeep of the fabric of the tomb gradually ceased and
the offering cult was no longer maintained, that certain
above-ground spaces (such as the vaulted chapels) were
repurposed for burial (sometimes in large numbers) of
individuals wrapped in palm-rib or reed mats and in coffins
(usually infants) (Staring, forthcoming).

It might be useful to consider just briefly a third
cemetery: the generally “simple” burials in the area of the
pyramid temple and surrounds of Pepi I (Legros 2017,
213-215). The pyramid stood at the entrance of the wadi
(see Dobrev 2017, fig. 1: wadi Tabbet el-Guesh/wadi Gamal)
that was used as the main access route to the Unas South
Cemetery (Staring 2019). So perhaps the cemetery/ies of the
lower classes should be sought further south?

While our picture of “the” New Kingdom necropolis at
Saqqara is getting clearer, there are many (new) questions
to be answered still. For example, why did the two main
cemeteries develop in the areas where they did? The urban
context of the necropolises — viewing them in relation to
Memphis (the extent of which we know relatively little
about) — will certainly have played a role. Do the two distinct
cemeteries correspond to two distinct neighbourhoods of
Memphis?

This paper considered the cemetery from the perspective
of the living: the people who moved to and through the
cemetery as casual visitors, family members of the deceased,
professionals (e.g. mortuary priests, tomb builders), etc.
But how often did people really visit the cemetery, and
was access (to certain parts of the cemetery) restricted (to
“outsiders”?)'8 or not? And how were plots of land allocated
in the cemetery? Was it a state of affairs which involved
administration and filing for permission (and if so, which
institution oversaw the allocation? Was “the state” involved),
or was a burial pace granted (royal favour?). Or, perhaps,
none of the above? By viewing the necropolis in its urban
context, it seems more appropriate to hypothesise that the
observed organic growth was the result of a self-regulating
system, which ultimately reflects the (dynamic) social
organisation of the communities of the living.
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