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Limits of thrombolysis :

 Limited number of eligible patients (+/- 10%) 

 Time from onset > 4H30 

 Unknown onset

 Contraindications

 Time-sensitive efficacy
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 Sites : Houston, Colorado, Memphis, New York, Los Angeles, Burlingame, 

Indianapolis 

 Alternating weeks

 Population : patients eligible for t-PA 
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LIMITATIONS :

 Non randomized design

 Differences in enrollment between MSU and EMS group

 3:2 imbalance in group size (617 patients in the MSU group versus 430 in the EMS group)

 Few patients were enrolled at the non-Houston sites 





TAKE HOME MESSAGE :

MSUs management of acute ischemic stroke in patients who where eligible to receive t-PA resulted in: 

 Less disability at 90 days

 Faster and more frequent t-PA treatment

But MSUs are expensive and difficult to implement and maintain

Further reseach is needed to define:

 their best placement

 their optimal integration into healthcare environment

 their long terme medical benefit and cost-effectiveness
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