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“Enigmatic writing” / “Visuelle Poesie” / “cryptographie”

Wooden Panel of hzi-r¢ Statue of sn-n-mw.t, Fort Worth AP 85.2 Tomb BH 17
(after FIsScHER 1972, 16 Fig. 25) (www.kimbellart.org) (Photo: Philipp Seyr)






Settings of New Kingdom enigmatic writing

I) Non-royal settings Il) Royal settings

a) Non-royal tombs/objects

b) Netherworld Books

c) Temple inscriptions

Second shrine of Tutankhamun, side 2, scene 5
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Enigmatic writing by the workmen of DeM

Ostracon Cairo CG 25359
(Photo: Khaled Hassan, Cairo University)

Relief Fragments CG 35061-2 (Galan & Menéndez 2018, 168-171, PI. L)
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Ostracon Turin CGT 57440

<+— ancient break

<«—— modern break




oTurin 57440 rt.
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Cracking the code
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Cracking the code
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Cracking the code
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Cracking the code

q _}Z ‘nh (M) mji-<.t dgs=k p3 k3 cnh m mi«.t
\_ J N
“ . . . .
f;f’ [ejective alveolar > ejective palatal]
’ ﬁ [consonantal principle + uvular > velar guttural]

[voiced > voiceless]
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“May you pronounce the three secret images that are within the Silent Place.”




Aligning the two versions

May you go out and may you go in your tomb,
which is located at the “entrance’

of the temple that you made

for Osiris, Nephthys, and for Isis.

May you pronounce the three secret images
that are within the Silent Place.

They are [placed] close to your heart,
located on top of your chest.

May you spend a long time in Thebes
with its food.
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Location of the tomb

Enigmatic dimension



Aligning the two versions

May you tell to your knee to lift (you) up, May you hurry [... of] the inhabitants
receiving the [...] of the goddesses, of the Caverns

O bull who lives by Maat.
May four rowers/rudders make you
May you enter the door of turquoise, cross over to the island of [...]

red granite and tk.t-stone.
May you rest [...] in the thick of the field
May you reach the stairway of offe[rings]

’of real metal®

Travel across the Netherworld
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“(...) the temple that you made for Osiris, Nephthys, and for Isis.”
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“May you go out and enter your tomb, which is located at (...)”







T ¥ = J =48 d YD e Wt @l 10 0 10 10 ] 10 ]
(PR SN VL) NI 7 e o @& RN I b 02 & (£hoed

hnt n p hsy m st ‘nhh’ n Wsjr sh: m st mt Jmn-nht s Jpwy

“Travel of the praised one who is in the burial place of the Osiris, the scribe in the Place of Truth, Amennakhte son of Ipuy.”




Sitz im Leben
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|| Tombe anonyme de la XVlle dynastie
D Tombe attribuée a Houy

[T Tombe attribuée 4 Amennakhte (v)
cxo Blocage

Caveau associé
aP133s




Conclusions
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