JOURNAL OF
ROMAN
ARCHAEOLOGY

VOLUME 32 2019

REVIEW ARTICLES AND LONG REVIEWS; BOOKS RECEIVED; AND A RESPONSE

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL



EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Alan K. Bowman, Brasenose College, Oxford
Katherine M. D. Dunbabin, Lynden, Ontario
Pierre Gros, Aix-en-Provence

Eugenio La Rocca, University of Rome 1
Carlo Pavolini, Rome

Jean-Pierre Sodini, Colombes

Eva Margareta Steinby, Helsinki

Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, Cambridge

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Amanda Claridge, London

Moshe Fischer, Tel-Aviv University

David L. Kennedy, University of Western Australia

Roger Ling, University of Manchester

Michael Mackensen, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitaet Miinchen
John Matthews, Yale University

Richard Neudecker, Deutsches Archéologisches Institut, Rom
Nicholas Purcell, Brasenose College, Oxford

Isabel Roda, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

Russell T. Scott, Bryn Mawr College

Cinzia Vismara, Roma

Editor: John H. Humphrey, Portsmouth, Rhode Island
InDesign layout: Keith Henry

ISSN 1047-7594 (for the annual journal)
The abbreviation for this journal for purposes of citation is JRA.

Copyright © 2019 Journal of Roman Archaeology L.L.C. unless otherwise indicated

Permission to copy may be obtained only direct from JRA®, by mail, letter, fax or phone.

E-mail address:  jra@JournalofRomanArch.com Phone (USA+) 401 683 1955
Mailing address: 95 Peleg Road, Portsmouth, Rhode Island 02871, USA Fax (USA+) 401 683 1975

The Copyright Clearance Center (USA), the Copyright Licensing Agency (UK), and other national
Reproduction Rights Organizations are not permitted to authorize copying or to collect fees for so
doing.

The opinions expressed in the articles and book reviews published in this journal are those of the authors
and not those of the editor or the editorial committee. Reviews are solicited in good faith.

The Journal of Roman Archaeology® has a home page at:
https://journalofromanarch.com

The home page contains the full table of contents of all published issues of the journal, as well as an in-
dex of all books reviewed arranged alphabetically by author, and indices by topic and by site. The home
page also gives details of titles in the supplementary series (with special offers for individuals).



D. M. Ratzan &
J. Valk

J. Cherry

L. Chioffi

J. N. Hopkins
C.]J. Smith

S. G. Bernard
A.M. Small

I. Oggiano

B. S. Ridgway

M. Beckmann

J. Trimble
E. A. Dumser
P. Gros

M. Beckmann

E. Dabrowa

R. Jackson

T. A.J. McGinn
B. W. Frier

P. du Plessis

C. Bruun

J. P. Oleson

T. M. Kristensen
F.S. Kleiner
R. Ling

D. Van Limbergen

C. Moatti
W. Scheidel

Table of contents of fascicule 2

Review articles and long reviews

The varying kinds of “state correspondence” in the ancient world
(15th ¢. B.C. - 6th c. AD.)

Network analysis and the formation of ethnic groups in pre-Roman Italy

La Regia del Foro Romano: uno scavo nello scavo

Decoding the Regia

Founding cults and building temples for them

In search of Aeneas at the sanctuary of Castrum Inui (Ardea)

Sacred rites in the Metapontine chora

Who were the “Phoenicians”? A set of hypotheses inviting debate and dissent

The “classical” concept in art through the ages and the inventiveness of
Roman art

Images on Greek, Hellenistic and Roman coins: a conference held at
Athens in 2012

Gender in Greek and Roman sculpture: the application of gender theory
Muted images of ancient Rome
La publication la plus complete de la Basilica Aemilia dans toutes ses phases

Comparing archaeological finds of military equipment with those on the
Column of Marcus Aurelius

The auxiliaries a century after Cheesman

Just what the doctor ordered!

A monument to the tradition of Roman law

The Roman origins of the Public Trust Doctrine

A Festschrift for Bruce Frier on ancient law and society
Aqueducts, Roman history, and water culture

A conference on Roman mechanical engineering: ballistae, vela, obelisks,
siege-engines, water-mills, cranes, beam balances, water-clocks,
and straightening columns

Roman re-use and beyond

The Christianization of Roman art

The “afterlife’ of Roman painted plaster: questions for excavators to ask
The interlocked economy of the Roman Empire

Mobility in fact and representation

All roads lead to Rome: the demography, economics and ethnicity of migration

H. Hunter-Crawley Sensory archaeology and the Roman world: a shifting paradigm

R. Gordon

W. V. Harris
G. Mainet
S. Bernard

Amulets in the Roman empire: the longue durée of a diversified
knowledge-practice

Approaching literacy through inkpots
A new reading of Ostia’s shops and urban economy

Pompeii’s walls and their context

534

539
545
546
556
561
574
584
592

602

605
612
615
619

621
624
628
641
648
656
661

666
670
672
675
679
683
690
698

704
707
714



A. Wallace-Hadrill

M. Anderson
L. ]J. McAlpine
F. Bologna

R. R. Benefiel &
S. Cruz Gutiérrez

P. Booth
M. Fulford
M. Millett
J. Weekes

J. Bermejo Tirado
P. Leveau

R. Haeussler
M. Kulikowski

A.Jiménez

D. Ojeda

A. Koloski-Ostrow
C. Andrews

T. Hufschmid

M. Zagermann

E. Fentress

C. Aranegui Gasco
D. L. Stone

A. Bonnano

A. Opait

D. K. Rogers

Y. A. Lolos

M. Steskal

J. E. Francis &
G. W. M. Harrison

A. Suspene
K. W. Harl

P. Gros
R. Reece

S. Madole Lewis

Table of contents of fascicule 2 (continued)

Back to M. I. Finley’s ancient city: town and country, landowners,
and the rest at Pompeii

Reconstructing Pompeii’s traffic systems

In the details of the Second Style

A comparative analysis of Pompeian plasters

A reference work on indigenous languages in the Roman West in contact

with Latin

New visions of the countryside of Roman Britain

Roman London: how exceptional?

Godmanchester, an important ‘small town’ still poorly understood

Archaeological evidence of social hierarchies maintained in death, and
an exclusive walled cemetery at Corinium — or something else?

Looking for the rustici: the impact of rescue archaeology on the
study of the Roman countryside

Entre Gaule du Nord et Gaule du Sud, la transition de I’ Antiquité
au Haut Moyen Age dans les systemes de peuplement

Sanctuaries and sacred landscapes in SE Gaul
The persistence of pre-Roman cultural identity in Gallia and Hispania

A synthesis of the architecture of Roman funerary monuments
in the Iberian peninsula

Regarding a supposed Augustan military trophy in Augusta Emerita
Toilets in the NW provinces: making additions to a growing catalogue
Miniature padlocks decorated with masks from private collections

Dokumente aus zweihundert Jahren Forschungsgeschichte:
Das Amphitheater von Trier

A major work on the Miinsterhiigel at Basel
Tribal worlds, ancient and modern
The architectural decoration of Volubilis, Banasa, Sala and Lixus

Craft and food production in the cities of Algeria

Dealing with the legacy of the Italian excavations at the Fanum Iunonis on Malta

Roman amphoras between Occident and Orient
Reconsidering water in Greece

The long-term history of the Isthmus of Corinth
Ancient Corinth: burial practices through the ages

A comprehensive study of water at Gortyn (Crete)

Les cistophores proconsulaires (58-48 av. J.-C.)

RPC IX: the provincial coinage of Trajan Decius, Trebonianus Gallus,
Aemilian and Uranius

Une nouvelle définition de I'un des monuments les plus célebres
du site antique d’Ephese

The second volume on coins from the Sardis excavations,
and the purpose of such reports

Aphrodisian columnar sarcophagi

718

724
729
733
736

742
753
757
761

765

772

779
785
787

793
798
801
804

812
819
824
826
832
839
843
848
854
859

864
867

871

875

883



Table of contents of fascicule 2 (continued)

N. de Chaisemartin Dal Tempio A del Santuario di Apollo at Hierapolis di Frigia

& M. Livadiotti

H. Elton
C. S. Lightfoot

L. Dirven

A. Schmidt-Colinet

G. Reger

G. Avni

R. S. Bagnall
J. Magness
E. M. Meyers
J. P. Oleson
M. B. Reeves

O. Brandt
J. Spier

C. Mas Florit

M. Kulikowski
R. Hodges
M. Mayer

J. DeRose Evans

C. P. Dickenson

Books received

Books reviewed

una nuova messa a punto sull’architettura e la decorazione architettonica
dell’ Asia Minore di eta ellenistico-romana

An incomplete account of the types of tomb monuments in Rough Cilicia
A journey of a lifetime: the Roman limes on the Euphrates

Dura, ancient and modern: a long, complicated and ultimately tragic story
From Allat to Athena: Palmyrene architecture as an expression of cult
IGLS XIV

Tombs and burial practices from Syria to Egypt

Graffiti as a source for Jewish life in the Roman East

R. Hachlili’s sequel on the Menorah

Khirbet Wadi Hamam and the Galilean synagogue

The character of the Roman frontier in the Near East

A Festschrift honoring Thomas Parker’s contributions to Roman Arabia
and Jordanian archaeology

Octagonal churches, but not other octagonal buildings

Catalogues of gold glass in London and Oxford,
and hopes for a comprehensive corpus of all gold glass

Starting to look at early Christianity in the subarchipelago of
Cabrera (Balearic Islands)

How Roman Spain ended
A ‘processual-plus’ corrective to the origins of Anglo-Saxon England

La Edizione Nazionale delle Opere di Pirro Ligorio:
el progreso de una empresa de gran proyeccion y alcance

Celebrating the life and scholarship of Margarete Bieber
Response
Response to a review by J. C. Donati (JRA 31 [2018] 893-906)

Books received; books reviewed in this issue

891

900
904
917
922
927
935
939
943
946
956
960

965
970

973

976
980
988

991

996

998
1007

[total of 85 reviews]



A new reading of Ostia’s shops
and urban economy
Grégory Mainet
JULIEN SCHOEVAERT, LES BOUTIQUES D’OSTIE. L’ECONOMIE URBAINE AU QUOTI-
DIEN, 1¢s. av. ].-C .= V¢s. ap. ] .-C. (Collection de I'Ecole francaise de Rome 537; 2018). Pp. xviii

+ 310, col. pls. 18, figs. 91, tableaux 17. ISSN 0223-5099; ISBN 978-2-7283-1294-8. EUR 39 (with
online catalogue available at http://www.efrome.it/publications/ressources-en-ligne.html).

The interest in economic activities at Ostia can be traced back to the beginning of the 20th c.
when L. Paschetto devoted two chapters of his enquiry to the economic premises of this town.!
Following the 1938-42 excavations which unearthed a great part of the archaeological area,
G. Girri made more detailed investigation into the fabernae, establishing the first typology for
shops at the mouth of the Tiber.2 Since then, however, there has been little work on this topic.3
J. Schoevaert’s book, revised from his 2013 dissertation at Université de Paris 7, seeks to rem-
edy this, focusing more precisely on the role played by shops in the town’s daily life between
Late Republican times and late antiquity. His exploration of the multi-faceted world of retail,
supported by a detailed catalogue (available online), first concentrates on the architectural
form of the Ostian shops (Part 1). Then, it shifts to the interactions between retail and other
economic facilities (Part 2). Lastly, it investigates the role played by shops in Ostia’s urban
fabric, giving particular emphasis to the streetscape (Part 3). In essence, his book aims to dem-
onstrate the extent to which retail outlets can be seen as a basic element in Ostia’s economic
and urban landscape.

Tabernae or Romans shops?

In the prologue of the book, Schoevaert tackles methodological issues. In the two first chap-
ters he tries to define what a shop is. In the first one, he scrutinizes the meanings of the word
taberna in literature and epigraphy, as well as in legal texts. He rightly perceives that the Latin
word is polysemic, contrary to the French boutique, and opts for using the French term. In
the second one, he moves to the archaeological records in order to delve more deeply into the
physical identification of retail spaces. He searches for satisfactory criteria for identifying a
shop during survey, throwing into question grooved thresholds, but concludes (as Girri did in
1956) that they remain the most appropriate standard for recognizing a Roman shop. Never-
theless, as he emphasizes, such a definition is too restrictive and does not work at Ostia because
most of the thresholds had disappeared before the first excavations. Moreover, some thresh-
olds now visible were put in place after the excavations (see below). Therefore, he adds other
criteria for recognizing a shop, considering as a retail outlet a room without a grooved thresh-
old but having a large doorway opening onto a collective space (a street or inner courtyard)
and not furnished with facilities unrelated to the economy. On this comprehensive definition,
he counted 1263 shops across the urban fabric of Ostia, whereas Girri had counted only 806.

The archival evidence and the archaeological landscape

To sharpen the understanding of retailing at the mouth of the Tiber, Schoevaert brings
together the observations he made on the ground and the unpublished archival records of the
excavations carried out in Ostia before the seminal Topografia generale appeared in 1953.%
Such an initiative cannot but be appreciated. Over the last two decades some scholars have

L. Paschetto, Ostia colonia romana, storia e monumenti (Rome 1912) 308-56.
G. Girri, Le taberne nel quadro urbanistico e sociale di Ostia (Rome 1956).

3 G. Hermansen, in the footsteps of T. Kleberg, devoted much attention to places that offered
hospitality in Ostia, including possible “taverns” located in shops. See T. Kleberg, Hotels, restaurants
et cabarets dans l'antiquité romaine (Uppsala 1957) 45-48, and G. Hermansen, Ostia. Aspects of Roman
city life (Edmonton, AB 1982)..

4 G. Calza, G. Becatti, I. Gismondi, G. De Angelis d’Ossat and H. Bloch, Scavi di Ostia 1. Topografia
generale (Rome 1953).
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already used this approach, the in-depth enquiry conducted by the Schola del Traiano Project
probably being the most productive.’ Recent conferences have also revealed a surge of interest
in Ostian archives by a new generation of archaeologists. Archival evidence is, of course, basic
for exploring at greater depth sites excavated along ago and Schoevaert points out the great
value of the archival holdings since the start of his book. Yet archives are not without their own
problems, which he discusses to some extent in chapt. 4. Schoevaert explored the excavation
reports and photographs held in the Archivio Storico and the Archivio Fotografico, both pro-
viding significant information from the excavations conducted from the start of the 20th c. The
daybooks written by R. Finelli between 1908 and 1924, with the photographs, are a precious
source of information on the structures uncovered north of the eastern decumanus and across
the area of the primitive castrum. Documentation of the later excavations is more laconic, but
some written remarks and photographs provide new insights when the data are scrutinized.
It is surprising that the author did not consult the Archivio Disegni, which holds many plans,
stratigraphic sections or isometric views drawn since the beginning of Vaglieri’s excavations.

While the Ostian archives constitute a veritable mine of information, other noteworthy doc-
uments are held elsewhere, chiefly in Rome. The Biblioteca di Archeologia e Storia dell’Arte,
for instance, holds valuable documentation left by R. Lanciani, with numerous photographs
and drawings from the excavations conducted in the second half of the 19th c. The Archivio
Centrale dello Stato also holds an interesting archive composed especially of written records
from the excavations carried out at the mouth of the Tiber from the birth of the kingdom of
Italy until World War II, but unfortunately Schoevaert did not glance at this documentation.

All the documents inherited from earlier excavations help us to improve our understand-
ing of the areas excavated. They provide helpful information about the structures immediately
after they were unearthed and before the site was heavily restored, in particular during
the work carried out with an eye to the Esposizione Universale di Roma. Even though the
eventual repairs and reconstructions have played a significant role in shaping Ostia’s over-
all archaeological landscape, the issue of restoration is mentioned only briefly by Schoevaert.
Nevertheless, the works supervised by G. Calza and I. Gismondi have greatly constrained
our perception of the town and a careful investigation of the archives is required to detect the
modern layers superimposed upon the ancient ones. For example, Schoevaert does not seem
to have kept in mind that some grooved thresholds were put in place during the restorations.
As the Libretti delle misure filled out by the Berardi company suggest,® many parts of thresh-
olds were recovered from cuttings made along the W decumanus in 1938, probably in order to
supply the ongoing restorations, and a photograph clearly shows that the threshold of the SW
shop of the Schola del Traiano is not in situ.” The same is true of many other structures across
the urban fabric. Calza and Gismondi’s legacy at Ostia is omnipresent: their views of what the
Roman town should look like still shapes what everyone sees. It is unfortunate that Schoevaert
did not study more extensively this latest layer which is itself a part of the history of the site.

Dating evidence and chronological framework

Archaeologists at Ostia must tackle another major problem: the dating evidence. Most base
their work on the dates advanced by the authors of the Topografia generale (1953). Important
though it is, this book was printed before the spread of stratigraphical excavations and the
detailed study of finds. Masonry techniques and brickstamps were the main dating evidence
for Ostian buildings, but G. Becatti himself admitted that the typological chronology of facings
(he dealt more specifically with tufa-block facings) is not the safest method. Here in chapt.
3 Schoevaert rightly criticises this approach, but he makes some mistakes. For example, the
authors of Scavi di Ostia I did not assert that “la diffusion de l'opus testaceum se borne au seul II°
siecle” (40-41). On the contrary, I. Gismondi noted that brick work spread across Ostia from the
1st c. A.D. onwards. Schoevaert does not consider the dates proposed by G. Becatti, I. Gismondi

5 T. Morard and D. Wavelet, “Prolégomeénes a I'étude de la Schola du Trajan (IV, V, 15-16), a Ostie,”
MEFRA 114 (2002) 759-815.

6 ACS, f. 6559; b. 404.

7 PAOAnt, Archivio Fotografico, B2862.
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and H. Bloch, preferring those recently offered by archaeologists such as J. DeLaine, C. Pavo-
lini or P. Pensabene, forgetting that these scholars often rely on the Scavi di Ostia’s hypotheses.
Sometimes, however, they slightly revised the dates, as J. DeLaine did for the Capitolium
group, arguably supporting that the construction of this group began at the end of the Trajanic
period and not at the start of the Hadrianic one.8 On the other hand, the author does not take
into consideration some of the latest publications: for example, new evidence suggests that
the Schola del Traiano (IV, V, 15) was built during the Severan period,’ but in his catalogue he
retains the date advanced in 1953 by Becatti and does not discuss the new data.

The ground at Ostia was raised on a number of occasions over the centuries and the different
building levels are helpful for establishing a relative chronology. For instance, the Caseg-
giato delle Taberne finestrate (IV, V, 18) is roughly 1 m lower than the adjacent Caseggiato a
Botteghe (IV, VI, 1). The ground level of the former is beneath one of the roadbeds of the W
decumanus, whereas the latter is at the same level. Schoevaert understands the relevance of the
raising of street levels for dating buildings, but his position is not based on a comprehensive
knowledge of this vexed question. Indeed, he assumes that the levels of Ostia were fully raised
once at the end of the 1st c. A.D,, following the hypothesis of R. Mar in particular.!® However,
L. Sole pointed out in 2002 that the E decumanus was raised several times.!! Moreover, my own
research on the streets confirms that the situation is more complicated than Schoevaert claims.
In particular, it is unlikely that the whole urban fabric was raised in the same phase. For exam-
ple, the latest paving of the E decumanus, unearthed by Vaglieri, is later than the reconstruction
of the theatre at the end of the 2nd c. A.D. because the street paving is higher than the portico of
this building.!? On the contrary, the latest basalt block paving of the W decumanus should have
been built in the first half of the 2nd c., probably during the reign of Hadrian.

Lastly, I would quarrel with the periodisation advanced in this chapter. Schoevaert divides
every century into two equal periods, classifying the construction of each shop according to
them. How then can one classify a shop built in Augustan times? What about a Severan build-
ing? This chronological framework is all the more unsuitable when most of the dating evidence
cannot date buildings precisely. Further, such a chronological framework does not account
for the complex dynamics taking place in the town over time. In this respect the chronological
framework used in chapt. 6 is more convincing, even if simplified. There, Schoevaert divides
the construction of shops into three periods. The first encompasses all structures built prior to
the “architectural revolution” of the 2nd c. A.D. Such a period of more than four centuries must
obviously be subdivided. The urban dynamics following the construction of the Republican
Wall were not the same as those following the opening of the Claudian harbour. His second
period stretches from the start of the 2nd to the mid-3rd c., but in my view it should be divided
into two: the “2nd-c. boomtown” (much of which is Trajanic and Hadrianic), and the “Severan
renewal” (which perhaps actually began under Commodus). The third period, which begins
with the crises of the 3rd c., roughly corresponds to late antiquity and might also include vari-
ous phases, although they are currently hard to define.

8 J. DeLaine, “Building activity in Ostia in the second century AD,” in C. Bruun and A. Gallina Zevi
(edd.), Ostia e Portus nelle loro relazioni con Roma (Rome 2002) 93-99.

9 Ch. Bocherens, “Il contesto storico,” in id. (ed.), Nani in festa. Iconografia, religione e politica a Ostia
durante il secondo triumvirato (Bari 2012) 15-24; C. Pavolini, “A survey of excavations and studies on
Ostia (2004-2014),” JRS 106 (2016) 219-20.

10  See, e.g., R. Mar, “La formazione dello spazio urbano nella citta di Ostia,” RomMitt 98 (1991), 96-97.

11 L. Sole, “Monumenti repubblicani di Ostia Antica,” ArchCl 53 (2002) 137-81. The trench opened by
M. Heinzelmann under the roadbed of the Via Ostiensis, which is the extension of the E decumanus,
show a similar situation: “Zur Entwicklung der Geldande- und Strafienniveaus in der Nekropole vor
der Porta Romana,” Meded 58 (1999) 84-89.

12 The roadbed that we see today was at the same level that the theatre portico, but that stretch was
heavily restored in 1939 and lowered by roughly 40-50 cm. See F. Zevi and P. Pensabene, “Un arco
in onore di Caracalla ad Ostia,” RendAcLinc 26 (1971) 490-92.
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The architecture of Ostian shops

In the first part of the book, Schoevaert’s intention was to survey the architecture of shops
from their construction to their abandonment. Chapter 5 discusses the “anatomy” of such
premises but unfortunately does not propose any in-depth analysis of the archaeological and
archival evidence, except for two interesting and detailed reconstructions of stairways in the
Caseggiato del Larario (I, IX, 3) and Caseggiato dell’Ercole Bambino (II, VI, 3-4), illustrated by
coloured plates (III-IV on p. 66). Stairways and upper floors are part of the annexes of shops in
the same way as back rooms are. It is worth mentioning that the number of back rooms counted
by Schoevaert (5.8% of the shops) is smaller than the numbers advanced by Girri in 1956, and
in striking contrast with Pompeii where 31% of shops have one. Moreover, Ostian shops are
rarely connected to a house, contrasting again with Pompeii. As he argues here, this attests to
a different socio-economic reality.

Chapter 6 focuses on the construction of shops, divided into three main periods (see above).
The few pages on the first period, which encompasses the whole urban history prior to the 2nd
¢. AD.,, contains misleading statements, and some Republican and Early Imperial buildings
equipped with shops are ignored. The Domus dei Giove Fulminatore (IV, IV, 3) and Domus
della Nicchia a Mosaico (IV, IV, 2) are briefly mentioned but there is no hint of the shops of the
Casette Repubblicane (I, IX, 1), published in 1923,13 nor those of the Domus con Portico di Tufo
(IV, VI, 1), still visible today, or the Augustan row of shops beneath the Caseggiato delle Trifore
(IIL, 1L, 1). Although the evidence for these earliest periods is less complete, there are many
pieces of information in the archives (I am thinking particularly of the Archivio Disegni), and it
would have been worth pondering the question of retailing at Ostia prior to the “architectural
revolution” when the second period mentioned above starts. In that period, again covering a
broad span, shops are built in more complex structures than before, as the multi-storey build-
ings show. The high number of shops results from new types of building packing many shops
onto the ground floor. Conversely, the construction of new shops declines in the last period.

The life and death of Ostian shops is addressed in chapt. 7, where the author shows that
some retail outlets were restored, refurbished or completely transformed. Some doorways
were walled up and new masonry was used to strengthen the structure. At the same time,
some openings were made through walls and new masonry encroached on porticoes or pave-
ments. These transformations helped create new spatial layouts. Schoevaert notes that most
of these modifications occurred during the first half of the 3rd c. I think more specifically that
this period matches the Severan one, which starts at the end of the 2nd c., a period marked by
much activity, as the renovation of many buildings shows. Probably the best example is the
Caserma dei Vigili (II, V, 1-2), restored at the start of the 3rd c. as the inscription naming Sep-
timius Severus and Caracalla as restitutores castrorum Ostiensium shows. Excavations carried
out in 2010 by the Schola del Traiano Project in the Caseggiato delle Taberne finestrate support
this hypothesis. Some shops were significantly transformed in the first decades of the 3rd c.,
their function changing too.!* When the Severan Schola del Traiano was erected north of this
caseggiato, most of the doorways of the northern shops were walled up (fig. 1). In direct con-
sequence of these blockings, new openings were broken through the N wall to connect these
rooms to the Schola del Traiano. A new traffic pattern emerged: the shop-shaped rooms were
now turned towards the portico of the new building and no longer towards the Angiporto delle
Taberne finestrate. A latrine was built in one room (fig. 2) and a waste-water disposal system
in another. If I am correct in seeing a “Severan renewal” at Ostia, one that does not require a
complete reconstruction of the town but only restorations, the transformations of shops were
an integral part of this process.

13 NSc 1923, 177-87.

14 G. Mainet, “Comprendre le Caseggiato delle Taberne finestrate en fonction de la parcelle de la
Schola del Traiano. Nouvelle lecture d’un édifice méconnu,” in C. De Ruyt, T. Morard and F. Van
Haeperen (edd.), Ostia Antica. Nouvelles études et recherches sur les quartiers occidentaux de la cité
(Bruxelles 2018) 191-200.
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Ostian shops and urban economy

In Part 2, the author moves beyond the built
~ r} environment of shops to focus on economic
4 activities. He aims to investigate the role played

by retail outlets in Ostia’s economic landscape.
. This is a challenge in view of the scarcity of avail-
Py, able evidence, for only 62 premises out of 1263
—, I provide enough information to identify what
| ' . Ty kind of activities took place inside. This raises
questions about such a lack of data. He argues
[ = /. that the nature of the earliest excavations is the
y “ main explanation, but I would suggest that Ostia
had been spoliated for centuries before the first
archaeological excavations began; it was slowly
abandoned since late antiquity and quickly
became a quarry of materials for Rome and other
towns.

Schoevaert picks out 55 shops retailing
cooked food and drink, whereas G. Hermansen
identified 38 across Ostia. These premises are
chiefly characterised by a masonry counter; but
a few are also equipped with a cooking hearth, a
three-stepped shelf, or a dolium set in the ground
for storage. Note that he considers only the bars
and not the eventual inns connected to them.
Secondly, he studies establishments related to
textile manufacturing. He finds 4 fullonicae built
in shops and 1 dye shop. His paragraphs on the
fulleries are particularly interesting. From archi-
val records he hypothesises that one shop in the
Portico di Nettuno (I, IV, 1) and another in the
Insula del Soffitto Dipinto (I, VI, 5-6) were fullon-
icae. The first is really convincing but the second
requires further investigation. Almost nothing is
known about the other activities taking place in
shops, apart from a small amount of epigraphic
and iconographic evidence which add some
details to the retail landscape. New excavations
like those recently carried out in the eastern
shops of the Caseggiato delle Taberne Finestrate
could help to complete the available evidence. In
the second half of the 3rd c., or perhaps shortly afterwards, a fullery was set up in three rooms
(hatched with lines in fig. 1 here); the floors of the Severan rooms were partly cut away to set
up 3 vessels and create fulling stalls, while the latrine was transformed into a rinsing basin (fig.
2 overleaf), with another built in the E room.

Decumanus Maximus

Fig. 1. Schola del Traiano (IV, V, 15) and
Caseggiato delle Taberne Finestrate (IV, V, 18).
In light grey, the constructions of the Severan
period. Some doors of the caseggiato were
blocked off and new openings cut through the
N wall to connect it to the new building. The
fullonica was uncovered in the rooms hatched
with lines (DAO; G. Mainet).

Chapter 9 investigates connections between shops and other economic facilities. The author
starts by questioning their place in relation to large workshops (i.e., bakeries and fulleries) and
market places, such as the macellum/a or forum vinarium. He rightly notes that shops were not
involved in harbour activities even if they took advantage of them. He stresses that shops are
spread out across the entire urban fabric, whereas other premises such as warehouses are prin-
cipally clustered near the Tiber’s S bank. As a result, he argues that retail outlets were central
in Ostia’s economic life, in contrast to other economic facilities which were mostly aimed at
the large-scale trade and supplying Rome. Finally (chapt. 10) he focuses on the shopkeepers.
Since Ostia and Portus provide little data to tackle this complex topic, this chapter is largely
built on the detailed investigation by N. Tran into the world of the domini tabernae. He agrees
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Fig. 2. West room
of the fullonica
excavated in

the Caseggiato
delle Taberne
Finestrate (IV, V,
18) (Schola del
Traiano Project).

that shopkeepers were part of a homogeneous ‘class’, but he admits that a few of them con-
stitute a kind of élite, as the work-related reliefs found at Isola Sacra suggest. He stresses that
the worlds of shops and corporations (very active here at the mouth of the Tiber) were clearly
distinct.

The fulleries make a useful case-study for exploring the place of shops in the range of eco-
nomic activities. Comparing the organisation of their labour tasks with those of the larger
workshops, Schoevaert shows that the production patterns differ markedly. Fulleries located
in shops were producing exclusively for the local market, whereas workshops were producing
for the local market as well as for traders. He does not, however, consider the chronological
data to explain the presence of two kinds of production. The production capacity of the largest
fulleries declined by the end of the 2nd c. after the largest fullonica, the one unearthed behind
the Tempio dei Fabri Navales (I, II, 1-2), was knocked down under Commodus at the latest.
Further, most of the fullonicae set up in shops do not seem to be in operation before the 3rd c.
We do not know when the Fullonica Maggiore (II, XI, 1) or the Fullonica di via degli Augustali
(V, VII, 3) stopped working, stopped working, but I wonder whether the business of the small
fulleries could thrive when the capacity of the bigger ones starts to decrease.

Shops and streets

Part 3 concentrates on the distribution of shops across the urban fabric and the role they
played in shaping the streetscape. In chapt. 11, the author points out the close connection
between retail outlets and porticoes. Most of those were erected during the 2nd c. A.D., but this
form can be traced back to the 1st c. B.C. as that one in front of the Domus sotto il Caseggiato
delle Taberne finestrate (IV, V, 18bis), while the W decumanus was already flanked in Augustan
times by many tufa porticoes associated to some extent with shops. Next, Schoevaert shifts
to the encroachments of shops on streets, identifying 18 instances, but most were located in
porticoes rather than encroaching on streets. Porticoes were probably open to anyone, but I
view them primarily as an annexe to the rooms set up on the ground floor, rather than as a
pedestrian way. Some of the encroachments he identifies cannot be an appropriation of pub-
lic space: for instance, the shops 11, i2 and b6-10 built in the Caseggiato del Termopolio (I, II,
5) are located along an inner passageway closed by doors. The author also contends that the
shops built against the Portico del Nettuno (II, IV, 1) encroached on the street, but this must be
nuanced: these constructions were built on a square in front of the portico, not on the decuma-
nus. Moreover, he does not take into account all the cases of encroachments. The analysis of
archival records demonstrates that there was an encroachment onto the portico of the Caseg-
giato degli Archi Trionfali (V, XI, 7) and a careful examination on the ground shows the same
phenomenon in the portico of the Domus con Portico di Tufo which was, however, knocked
down in Hadrianic times. If the encroachment of shops clearly transformed the townscape
in late antiquity, as Schoevaert rightly assumes, I do not believe they significantly impacted
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traffic, contrary to other kinds of encroachments such as the construction of Exedra I, XII, 4,
which definitively blocked traffic going towards the Semita dei Cippi.

The next chapter focuses on the distribution of retail outlets, highlighting the potential
of major thoroughfares, as A. Kaiser already assumed in 2011.1% This is confirmed by Scho-
evaert’s analysis of doorway occurrences, which sharpens the distribution pattern. He also
shows that some shops are located in positions more segregated from streets (inner courtyards
or passageways, the palaestra of the baths, the baths themselves). Next, focusing on “bars”,
he uses a heatmap to enhance our understanding of their distribution and argues that their
siting depends upon the built environment. Indeed, the number of bars greatly increased in
proximity of multi-storey buildings. The author explained this by the absence of kitchen in the
apartments of these buildings. In my opinion, the sample is too weak for such a quantitative
approach: only one-twentieth of the shop activities are known, and numerous shops were not
completely excavated, as the Schola del Traiano Project has pinpointed. Moreover, both these
analyses do not consider the chronology of the shops under discussion and consequently the
maps mix different phases.

The last chapter provides insights into the different ways of attracting the attention of the
passer-by. Unlike Pompeii, no fagade paintings were unearthed at Ostia; nearly all the street
signs we know are marble or terracotta reliefs, similar to those discovered in the necropo-
leis of Via Laurentina and Isola Sacra. Most of the reliefs are apotropaic phalluses or related
to a divinity. Five, however, are work-related, and Schoevaert contends they were intended
to advertise shop activities, but the recent view of J. DeLaine seems more convincing:16 she
investigated the reliefs in the wider context of street signs and points out that all should have
a protective nature. Next, Schoevaert turns to shop counters that attracted attention, not least
when coated with marble slabs. If shop facades seem to have had an austere simplicity, the
interior of a few retail outlets was more decorated, some with coloured painted plasters and
figurative mosaics from the Severan era onwards. These fit the assumed “Severan renewal” I
mentioned above. Surprisingly, Schoevaert claims that these transformations began after the
mid-3rd c., whereas he accepts the Severan dates of several paintings and mosaics he mentions.
This seems to emphasize the late-antique transformations of shops to the detriment of the Sev-
eran ones, but transformations of shops during the Severan period should be as significant as
those occurring later.

Discussion

Part of a recent spike in studies of retail trade, the book makes a useful contribution to our
understanding of Ostia’s economic landscape. Whereas Girri mainly concentrated on the archi-
tectural form of shops, Schoevaert focuses on the connections between retail outlets and others
economic facilities, as well as on the key role of shops in shaping the townscape. Nevertheless,
this enquiry is not without problems. First, contrary to what the subtitle suggests, he hardly
treats retailing of the 1st centuries B.C. and A.D. He excludes peddling, hawking and auctions,
despite their substantial role in the economy. The chief problem concerns the chronological
framework, as shops of different phases are often encapsulated in just one (some plates com-
bine all the shops he identified without distinction), as a result of which the specificities of each
phase become somewhat lost. The quantitative approach used to explore the distribution pat-
tern of bars is another problem, since only 5% of the shops can be related to a specific activity.
The sample is too small to be statistically meaningful. There are also too few in-depth analyses
of retail outlets in relation to their built environment. As a result, the hypotheses often remain
too sweeping. Nonetheless, Schoevaert raises the right issues throughout the book which will
be very helpful for those carrying out future excavations in Ostian shops. The town still has
much to offer, as the Caseggiato delle Taberne finestrate recently showed.
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