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Puring the last oontory, & geoeral riss (1.5 emfyeac) level
18 obgarved. This phenomench explains the eoozion of =zo=e Eeaches .

our ressarch in Calvi (Corsical shows thet the srosion
[L/34 amfyeer) i= meinly acceleratad by the hoosiog developoont
on the fringing dones and oo the besch Sinde I980.

Kecorditg to & recent sarvey carried oot by the Commission
far the Coastal Eovironment of Lie IGU nternational Geographical
Unicn)] most of the world's besches Sre unéesgoing retreat. To
give an exazople, retrests at oo rate of £ mfyear can e obserwad
i the Gulf of Teranto ([taly) and the coasts of Languedoo
{Frapce) . This phenonenon, woich OCCWCSE @Fen o5 CRFErt coasts,
can be explained mainly by & gemrsl rise in 563 level whick has
amounted Lo 1.5 mmfyear during the last cectory. We are dealing
With the comfegquenee of the increasms in El'.:z montent af the
atmasphare caussd by the Use 2t an avor increasing rate of fossil
fuels. This layer af 3, Secves 22 & greenbouse for the agloba,
le=ding to a tomperature riss which 15 respoemsible for the re-
treat of most glaciers bot above all for the malting of the
western part of the Antarctic ice sheet. According to ERUE's Izw
CECEMARTE AFISHER, 198G}, anmy rise in ses lowel triggers the
erosion of 2 beach which 15 in eguilibrive s=d leads to its land-

ward ratraat.

our research imn the Bay of Calwi (Corszical shows that 1ts
beach a5 a whole 15 vndergoding erosion. Air pholo analysis
{5 flights botween 1960 andg 1985) makes it poasible to establish
that the beach 18 retreating at rates which lecally attain 1, 4mfyr.

A5 no recoréing tide oouges are aveilable for this
zrea we have to depend on cats from the naarast stations, mamely
-
parseille (1885_15T78) acd Genoam (188£-19511 wrewe the rise in

1285}

sza lewel ig of the coSer of 1.3 mofyear (PIRASIOLTE.




Myt careful so=pe—t-o= of the Blls ohows Lhcst —re rise In the
level of tha MeditTerran=s- canmdl alone explzin the cbseswed
coastal retreat. In lact the retes of setreat are greatalt

whare human agency has aocelersted the process. -

This at Calwi the hall in the longshore covems=ot of
aediment (following the coRstruction of a jetty). the extrac-
tion of pabblas from the besch Ltaall, but abow= 211 houslng
development an the Sringing dunas asd even oo the baach. have
deptroyed tha fraczle eguilibrios batwesn beach and dubes aod
sccelecated esosions
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