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Civilizations have been archiving documents for a very long time. Earliest records of that
practice are dated from the Bronze Age (from the third millennium B.C.) in the Near East (ex.
Ebla, Mar1, Ugarit, Hattusa, Nippur, Nuzi1), where thousands of baked clay tablets have been
discovered 1n the rubble of the palaces archives and libraries that stored them. In the second
millennium B.C., sets of documents of the same nature have been found 1n the Greek world, 1in
Minoan Crete (ex. Knossos, Malia) and Mycenaean Greece (ex. Pylos, Mycenae). Since then,
archiving has developed and evolved a lot, and 1t now faces new challenges. The arrival of
digital technology has changed our relationship with documents : 1t 1s now possible to store as
many data as we want, without apparent physical storage limit, even those that will not be of
any use 1n the future. However, the use of documents 1s precisely the condition for their
archiving, not the result : we store documents because we use them, not the other way around.
Blindly archiving data without operating any active choices and without transmitting the key to
understanding those might result in an accumulation of documents that will not be readable and
comprehensible 1n the future, both technically and intellectually.

The archival system 1n ancient Greece stood far from these issues. In ancient Greek cities,
archives were used to preserve documents for both evidentiary and informatory purposes, in
daily practical as well as long-term retrospective uses. They would thus have contained public
and private documents of current use, with temporary lifetime expectancy, and documents with
a more permanent value, stored with no time limit. Archives were therefore at the centre of

institutional and civic activity and were proof of the increasing importance of writing in a
society that had long been dominated by oral transmission of knowledge.

Studying the archives of Ancient Greece has been made difficult by the loss of nearly all
primary sources, due to the disappearance of the perishable supports on which documents were
kept, such as wooden tablets or papyri. The archival system of the Greek cities can thus only be
“reconstructed” through the traces that it left in ancient testimonies (literary, legal, epigraphical,
papyrological, archaeological or 1conographic) and which prove its existence. However,
correctly understanding the written sources 1s particularly tricky, since there 1s, in these texts, a
very large number of technical and polysemous words, which can have loads of different
meanings depending on the context, period and place.

The goal of my PhD thesis 1s precisely to highlight the various aspects of archiving in the
Greek world by studying the technical words related to them in the ancient written sources.
Based on greek and latin literary, epigraphical and papyrological texts from ¢. 3 ¢. B.C. to c.
3 ¢. A.D., the study aims to develop a structured, systematic and functional lexicon. This tool
will be used to i1dentify the components of the Greek archival system, 1.e. supports, types of
documents, actors, procedures and places. While also providing easier access to the ancient
sources and their study, the resulting work will ensure a better understanding of the features and
mechanisms of the Greek cities archives and of their place in the administrative and everyday
life of Greek people.
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Text edited by W. Lambrinudakis and M. Worrle in Chiron 13 (1983), p. 285-287 ; layout by L. Dolne
In red are the words related to archiving that are discussed in the poster.

Conclusion

Through this brief example, we see the richness and diversity of the Greek language in
relation to archiving and the relevance of building a lexicon of this vocabulary. Words such as
the ones we have highlighted can be categorized according to grammatical forms (nouns, verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, prepositions) and semantic classification. In this text, we are already able to
distinguish several generic categories : supports of writing (BuvPAitov), types of documents
(uvnuoviko ypauppatoa), officials (Gpywv, omodéktng, uvipmv), procedures pertaining to
registration, preservation, use or publication of documents (avaeEpw, €Ealelpm, £yypoew,
AvVaypae®, OvVTlypa@ov, Omoypae®, mapadidmut, mapoioupfove, tidnuw, Eupoilom,
EMoKOTEWV/Entiokeyts, avolyvout, £mdeikvout), places and buildings (iepdv, dnudciov) and
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furniture (xifwtdc). There are of course many more categories to take into account and this list
can - and will - be modified according to the words found in the corpus, whether 1t means
adding new categories or detailing already listed ones with subcategories.

This overview also demonstrates the importance ancient Greeks attached to the preservation
of documents, private as well as public, and the organizational and protective means that they
put in place to ensure their integrity : it proves the essential use that they made of them.
Falsification of archives will be a major problem throughout the Graeco-Roman period, for we

find under the Roman Empire others inscriptions mentioning the same issues (ex. Myra, 1% c.
A.D., SEG 33,1177 ; Sibidounda, 2™ c. A.D., SEG 19, 854).
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