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Japanese citizen scientists’ artistic responses to the 2011 Fukushima disaster

DAIICHI NLICLEAQ POWER PLANT.

EIGHT YEARS AFTER “3/11,” JAPAN IS STILL COMING TO
TERMS WITH THE HUMAN, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND ECONOMIC
DAMAGE WREAKED 8Y A DEADLY EARTHQUAKE, DEVASTATING
TSUNAMI AND MULTIPLE MELTODOWNS AT THE FUKUSHIMA

WHEREAS SOME
OFFICIALS IN JAPAN
CALL TO PUT THE
MEMORIES OF THESE
DISASTER TO REST

.. VARIOUS
&RrROUPS IN
JAPANESE

SOCIETY VOW
NEVER TO

FORGET WHAT
HAPPENED.

THE LATTER INCLUDE LOCAL COMMUNITY
RESIDENTS, WHO TO THIS DAY MONITOR
RADIOACTIVITY IN THE AFFECTED
AREAS AND COMMUNICATE ABOUT
ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS.

THESE CITIZEN SCIENTISTS, AS THEY ARE
SOMETIMES CALLED, HAVE DEVELOPED
THEIR OWN ARTISTIC RESPONSES TO THE
FUKUSHIMA ACCIDENT ...

... IN THE FORM OF
POSTERS, PAMPHLETS,
BROCHURES, COMICS,
AND THEATRICAL ART; ...

PENETQATED THE
EVERYDAY LIVES OF
CITIZENS, ...
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... AND URGE RESIDENTS TO
SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES IN
DEALING WITH THE EFFECTS OF
RADIATION FROM THE DISASTER.

Michiel Van Oudheusden*, Joke Kenens*, Nozomi Mizushima", Hans Boeykens®
*Belgian Nuclear Research Centre SCK*CEN, “The Graduate University for Advanced Studies SOKENDALI, °Independent Illustrator

IN THIS CARTOON,

WE 8RING
INTO FOCUS

THESE ARTISTIC EP X

REPRESENTATIONS

AND LINK THEM
TO LONGER
TRADITIONS OF
JAPANESE ART
CULTURE ...

IN HOMAGE
TO THESE
TRADITIONS,
WE DEPLOY

THE
BURGEONING
SCIENCE-
ART FORMAT
KNOWN AS
THE CARTOON
ABSTRACT,
WHICH

TRANSFORMS

ACADEMIC

RESEARCH

INTO A

VISUALLY

APPEALING
CARTOON

&3

*a» \

..AND THE
CUTENESS
AESTHETIC
KNOWN AS
KAWAIL

C HTTP://EXPLORE.
TANDFONLINE.COM/
PAGE/EST/CARTOON-
ABSTRACTS ).
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1D ACKNOWLEDGE THE
VALUE OF INTIMATE AND
IMAGINATIVE KNOWLEDGE
IN THE CONTEXT OF LONG-
LASTING EXPOSURE TO
RADIATION, AND ...

... 2> OPEN LIP A DIALOGLIE
AMONE ARTISTS, CITIZENS,
AND SCHOLARS WHO
SHARE A NORMATIVE

COMMITMENT TO NOT Y
FORGETTING. :

ENhancinG
stAkeholder
participation
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