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treat, with the metathesis catalyst in benzene, a mixture of mono- and

polyalkylated benzenes (prepared from oct—-4-ene and benzene with 02H5A1012

the di- and polyalkylated products disappeared rapidly to form

alone
as catalyst)

exclusively monoalkylated products (C).

A common feature of these reactions is the subsequent isomerization of

the monoalkylated products to give a constant isomeric composition, obtained from

oct-1-ene as well as from oct-l-ene; this behaviour is also illustrated by the

conversion, under the same conditions, of 2-phenylhexane into & 60 : 40 mixture

of 2~ and 3-phenylhexane.
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Cc . H_Al -
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25 Previously Field and collaborators1 have given evidence for the unstable cye-
A101 0.5 31 39 30 1 lic o-sulfenobenzoic acid anhydride (I), which also has been proposed as an in-
-C H * . .
wCl6 275 2 29 3h - - termediate by D'Sllva2 and Danehys.
! 31 - We now wish to report two stable 3-substituted 4-carboxy-1,2~oxathiole~5-ones
1 - . .
(B) 10-14ko k2 21 3 (ITa,b), whose structures have been determined by spectroscopic data, elemental
analysis and by means of chemical reactions.
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80 Lo 29 31 - The compounds (II) have been prepared by treatment of the corresponding ben=
. n 30 26 - - zylsulfinylmalonic acids (III)I+ in a mixture of acetic and hydrochloric acid at
120 45° C. Under these conditions the compounds (III) underwent a benzylic carbon-
sulfur bond cleavage according to Scheme 1.
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rived from IITa was shown to be the most stable one and could be kept at room

temperature for several months. The proposed structures (II) are supported by the
following data.
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