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EAST-WEST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

Percent of products for selling (%)

Under the operation of EWEC, households have cultivated market — oriented crops with

the ratio of agricultural commodity increasing sharply between 2005 and 2015
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Area: 513,120 km?

Water: 0.4%

Population: 67.9 million (2015 est.)
Population density: 132.1/km?

GDP (PPP): USS1.152 trillion (4/2016 est.)

Area: 332,698 km?

Water: 6.4%

Population: 91.7 million (2015 census)
Population density: 276/km?

GDP (PPP): US5593.5 billion (2015 est.)
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The East-West Economic corridor (EWEC) is an economic development program initiated to promote development and integration of
four Southeast Asian countries: Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. The concept was agreed upon in 1998 at the Ministerial o N o \or o \or v v o \r o v v N o \or o N Wb hor W N hr
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Household Incomes
There is a signicant difference in income gains between forest

dependent villagers living on the EWEC and those who are far from

the EWEC. Households close to the EWEC have much higher income.
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Significant impact on natural resource trades, particularly timber product between Laos and Vietnam.
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IMPACTS ON FOREST RESOURCES

Household without forest land conversion
and encroachment for cash crops

Household with forest land conversion
and encroachment for cash crops

Year 2014 EWEC has had a

negative impact on
forest resources by
households
encroaching on the
forest and
converting land to
cash-crop

| production.
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70%

IMPACTS ON LOCAL LIVELIHOODS

Villages

Percent of households (%) with EWEC

The livelihoods of forest-dependent villagers have improved when they
have shifted from subsistence crops to cash-crops that have gained

access to markets through the EWEC. | | | | | | | | | |
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Timber imported from Laos from 2005-2014

The operation of the EWEC transport costs have fallen and access to forest resources has
66.0% increased. 150 timber import enterprises were established and illegal logging has increased.
This has resulted in serious deforestation. Approximately 80% of the natural forest resources

have been deforested under the operation of the EWEC (Kll, 2016).
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