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Introduction

2016 was marked by terrorist attacks aimed at the Brussels underground and its airport. Belgium also saw developments in Church-State relations at both the Federal and Regional level,
 with an important focus on Muslim communities. As in 2015, the fight against radicalism and terrorism was high on the political and media agendas, and a sharp increase in Islamophobia-related activity was apparent as well.
 Foreign influence, most notably from Turkey and the Gulf states, was another source of concern, focused on, respectively, possible interference in Belgian politics and society, and the promotion of Salafism. The formulation of a “Belgian Islam”, that is, an Islam built by and for Muslims living in Belgium and compatible with perceived Belgian values, remained elusive.
Public Debates
Terrorist attacks targeting the Brussels underground and its airport on 22 March 2016, left 32 dead and many injured. The attacks led to a reinforcement of existing security measures,
 and an attempt to speed up the implementation of other measures on the agenda, such as the training of imams to counter radicalisation. Large parts of civil society—including the Executif des Musulmans de Belgique / Executief van de Moslims van België (Executive of Muslims in Belgium / Muslim Executive)—mobilised in protest against the violence and in solidarity with the victims.
 At the same time, there was a joint declaration by the Federal Government, that urged religions and Humanists to reaffirm their “commitment to build together and not compromise our fundamental values”.
 Some far-right movements tried to gain visibility as well.
 
Numerous, and sometimes spectacular, counter-terrorism operations took place in various parts of Belgium, but mainly in Brussels. They targeted suspects linked to the terrorist attacks that took place in Paris and Brussels, or persons preparing such attacks. Attention was also particularly placed on jihadis, those recruiting them and those returning from Iraq or Syria.
 The alert level in Belgium stayed stable at level 3 (on a scale of 4), except during the immediate aftermath of the terrorist attacks in Brussels on 22 March. Among other measures a so-called “plan canal”
 was launched, aimed at concentrating police efforts in various Brussels boroughs, such as Molenbeek. It includes screening all associations in these areas, including mosques.
 That led to some controversy as, on the one hand, most of the inspected organisations were in breach of the law or certain regulations (sometimes for benign reasons, sometimes not
), while on the other hand, some associations’ representatives suggested that such police inspections were either unnecessary or possibly offensive. Preserving the non-disclosure obligations of social workers,
 and possible legal sanctions against jihadi sympathisers,
 were among other related debates.
Tension and hate speech towards minority groups, most notably Shi’is
 and Jews,
 continued. Measures were taken against some imams considered radical. Among these was the imam of a Somali Verviers-based mosque, who was ordered to leave Belgian territory in July 2015 on the grounds of having delivered hate speeches. Due to his appeals against this court order, his departure was delayed until November 2016.

Several initiatives were taken at different levels of government, that included the setting up of phone hotlines, and training and de-radicalisation processes. Actions aimed at young people in the French-speaking part of Belgium, notably included a theatre play entitled Djihad, written by Ismaël Saidi.
 Portraying three young jihadis’ misadventures, it was performed in theatres, cultural centres and schools, and was always followed by a debate or interaction between the writer (himself an actor in the play) and the audience.
 The play’s success later meant it was shown in France.
 
In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks, an increase in Islamophobia was reported by both Unia,
 and the Muslim-organisation Collectif contre l’Islamophobie en Belgique (Collective against Islamophobia in Belgium - CCIB).
 Some mosques were also targeted, such as in Tubize
 and Herstal.

Transnational Links

Despite a large proportion of Muslims in Belgium holding Belgian citizenship, links to various countries of origin remain, especially among Muslims of Moroccan or Turkish descent. The influence of the Gulf States has also been noted.
As every year, the Moroccan King Hassan II Foundation sent several dozen imams and other clerics (68 in 2016
) to Belgium during the Ramadan period, in order to support permanent Belgian imams during this busy time.
 Moroccan organisations in Belgium have personal rather than institutional links with Morocco. The fact that Moroccan community organisations are divided into various, sometimes antagonistic, factions, means they have far less influence than their Turkish counterparts, which are, in contrast, very well-organised through the Turkish Presidency of Religious Affairs (Diyanet İşleri Başkanlığı). The main umbrella organisation for Moroccan mosques in Belgium is the Rassemblement des Musulmans de Belgique (Union of Muslims in Belgium - RMB), which receives financial support from Morocco. Its president, Salah Echallaoui, became the president of the Muslim Executive in February 2016; he was later received by both the King of Morocco in Rabat and the King of the Belgians in Brussels. Although the Moroccan embassy supports the RMB (the ambassador attends most important RMB events), it does not interfere in Belgian political debates. However, it does, rather discreetly, support Belgian authorities as a general rule through rare press interviews, or talks stressing respect for Belgian institutions.
The situation is different in Turkish mosques funded and supported by the Belgian-based branch of the Turkish Presidency of Religious Affairs (Belçika Diyanet Vakfi). Turkish officials are present at mosque openings and, when officially recognised, these mosques prefer to employ imams sent by the Diyanet (who usually hold four-year tenures), instead of imams who receive their salaries from the Belgian authorities. Their theological training is not questioned, but their knowledge of Belgian languages and customs is. The Diyanet is currently trying to address this problem by providing imam training in Turkey to young Belgian and French Muslims of Turkish background. It has also been reported that Diyanet imams’ acted as informants for the Turkish authorities after the failed coup attempt in Turkey on 15 July 2016, allegedly gathering information on suspected supporters of the Gülen movement in Belgium.
 
There were tensions around the Executive of Muslims in Belgium, with the Turkish government and the Diyanet expressing reservations
 as to its religious and ideological orientation, and even acting in court against its reorganisation.
 All this took place in a global context in which Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was very critical of the Belgian authorities, especially on the Kurdish question.
 Demonstrations both in favour
 and against
 the Turkish president took place in 2016, but on a smaller scale than in 2015.
There were eruptions of tension and violence between various Turkish groups in Belgium in the aftermath of the coup attempt in Turkey. Kurdish
 and Gülen institutions were particularly targeted,
 leading to a reaction by the President of the Flemish government, among others, who denounced them.
 This revived the debate on the potential conflict of loyalties facing politicians with a Turkish background. After controversies last year concerning the commemorations of the Centenary of the Armenian Genocide, they arose again with what was considered a partisan reaction by the Deputy-Mayor of Saint-Josse (Brussels), Emir Kir, after an arson attack against a Kurdish community centre in Brussels.

The Saudi-based Muslim World League has an important presence in Belgium. Belgian authorities chose to give the Saudi-backed CICB (also known as Grande Mosquée or Mosquée du Cinquantenaire) the role of representing all Muslims in Belgium in the 1970-80s. Despite the CICB having long been stripped of this role, its ideological influence remains strong. This is through its activities, as well as through some of the imams it has trained, as well as through members of the General Assembly of the Executif des Musulmans de Belgique (Executive of Muslims in Belgium - EMB) that are close to it. It occupies a building belonging to the Belgian authorities, benefiting from a lease that has been openly questioned in Parliament and in the media. In February 2016, the Minister of the Interior announced there would be a security check by the Security of State (Sûreté de l’Etat).
 The main public concern was the CICB’s contribution in spreading Salafi ideas to Belgium,
 while another issue was its non-compliance with financial regulations.
 
Law and Domestic Politics

The system of Belgian Church-State relations is based on the recognition of religious denominations and philosophical organisations.
 Some important legislative changes took place in 2016. The royal decree of 15 February 2016
 introduced profound changes to the way the Muslim Executive is recognised by the Belgian authorities. It confirmed the role of the Executive as the interlocutor with civil authorities, established two sub-organisations along linguistic lines (Dutch and French), and confirmed the state provision of a working grant to the Executive, at least in the short term. More fundamentally, it states that the Executive has only to inform the Ministry of Justice of the names of the president and vice-presidents of the Executive, implying that these positions do not require approval by royal decree. A direct consequence of this is that office holders will no longer be screened by State Security (Sûreté de l’Etat). However, some other aspects of this reorganisation of state recognition were challenged in an administrative court, notably by the former president of the Executive, the Diyanet, the Fédération Islamique de Belgique (Islamic Federation of Belgium) and two mosque unions.
 These contestations were also debated in social media.
 
As in 2015, the debate over the inclusion of a French-style principle of laïcité into the Constitution was reopened. Even though this idea has been regularly proposed, and rejected, since the early 2000s, the main argument put forward this time was that it would reaffirm Belgian values in the face of increasing religious extremism. Debates started in Parliament in January 2016, with numerous hearings. Two of the main political parties
 positioned themselves on this issue, through proposals to amend the Constitution, by reaffirming the primacy of civil law.
 The lower house of Parliament established a commission to look at the terrorist attacks of 22 March (no final report has yet been produced), while the Senate set up one to examine radicalisation in 2015; it produced a report in June 2016.
 In both chambers, numerous parliamentary questions on radicalism have also been submitted.

If the primary objective of religious leaders’ training programmes is to enhance the quality of religious and moral education to their congregations, such programmes have also been considered useful components of anti-radicalisation policies. This is based on the assumption that a properly trained imam is better equipped to counter radical speeches and attitudes.
 Programmes on Islam within higher education, already begun by the Flemish Community, continued
 despite various problems, including reservations by Turkish organisations.
 As a result of research carried out in 2014,
 and a commission’s report the following year,
 the French-speaking Community, on 14 December 2016, decided to set up degree programme on Islam. In early 2016, a certificate in the pedagogy of the Islamic religion was introduced by the Université Catholique de Louvain (Catholic University of Louvain).
 A recruitment procedure for a Muslim chaplain in the Belgian armed forces was also launched.

Islamic broadcasting on public radio and television channels ended in the Flanders Region on 31 December 2015; it was meant to have started in 2016 in French-speakingCommunity, but implementation has been delayed. The communication tools used by the Muslim Executive were supported by a special grant from the Federal Government.
 It helped finance a new website, radio and video broadcasts, the production of leaflets, and so on.
In the Brussels Capital Region, under-minister Bianca Debaets developed initiatives for inter-faith dialogue, including the production of 80,000 copies of a magazine entitled Lueurs (Lights). It contained interviews with nine prominent faith and humanist leaders,
 and details of inter-faith youth meetings, school exchanges and school trips to Auschwitz with young people from different religious backgrounds.

Despite announcements made in 2014,
 there was no federal or regional legislation to ban the wearing of religious symbols by public servants providing frontline services.
 Various cases ended up in court though. An illustrative one involved a court overruling internal regulations forbidding the head scarf in all institutions of higher education within the Province of Liège; it considered such a ban excessive.

After controversies in 2015,
 and while waiting for pending legislation, the organisation in charge of animal slaughter for ‘Id al-Adha was marred in controversy in 2016. To prevent the problems experienced in previous years, the Brussels Capital Region authority took over the organisation of halal slaughter. However, the hired subcontractor was unable to deliver, leading to frustration among Muslims,
 and forcing the Regional authorities to apologise. In Flanders, ‘Id al-Adha led to tensions between political parties. The Minister for Animal Welfare proposed a special certification, while an ombudsman was chosen and told to submit a report by 2017 to solve the situation. Proposed pieces of legislation on the issue are pending in the Flemish parliament, with opposing positions taken by Muslim organisations one the one hand and animal rights campaigners on the other, with other actors are also involved.

During the summer of 2016, in the wake of the “Burkini crisis” in France, some politicians from the New Flemish Alliance (Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie - NVA), a group of Flemish right-wing nationalists, proposed to ban it in Belgium as well, but with no success.

Activities and Initiatives of Main Muslim Organisations

Mosques in Flanders and Brussels are registered on a case-by-case basis, but in Wallonia the situation is different. It officially registered an initial group of 43 in 2006, of which 39 remain, four having lost this recognition due to administrative problems. However, no mosque has been recognised since, as Walloon provinces, citing budgetary constraints, have been reluctant to recognise those that remain. Such problems were apparently set aside in the context of anti-radicalisation plans, with a further 22 existing mosques set to be recognised in 2017 (initially planned for 2016). In Flanders, there were 28 registered mosques by the end of 2015, with a further 50 or so due to be officially recognised.
 In the Brussels Capital Region, only 14 out of the existing 80 mosques are recognised, with ten, or possibly as many as 20, have applications pending.
 Others are apparently not seeking official recognition.

New mosques have opened (e.g. in Louvain-la-Neuve),
 while other projects are under way, as in Fléron—albeit with some difficulties around planning permission
—and in Glain. The latter could become the largest mosque in Wallonia, its construction being covered exclusively by domestic funding.
 A mosque is also planned for Sint-Niklaas, for which record funds were collected, mainly from local worshippers and extended families.
 In a least one case, in Norderlaan, Antwerp, the far right party Vlaams Belang mobilised against such projects.
 Some mosques were shut down, notably in Molenbeek,
 Liège,
 and Verviers,
 due to charges of facilitating radicalisation, and/or due to breaches of safety regulations, when the former is difficult to demonstrate. In Flanders, the Minister for the Interior, Liesbeth Homans, threatened to close some Turkish mosques that were said to be involved in reporting on suspected supporters of the Gülen movement.

Demands have been increasing for Muslim plots in cemeteries in various parts of the country. In Brussels, some municipalities belong to an inter-municipal organisation which provides Muslim, Orthodox, and Jewish parcels of land for burial. Others have Muslim plots in their municipal cemetery while others have none.
 In Verviers, new plots remained vacant in 2016 due to surprisingly little demand.

In public schools (run by Flemish, French and German-speaking Communities, or local authorities), courses on all recognised religions, and non-confessional moral education, are planned. In the Flemish and German-speaking Communities, these classes include two lessons a week, with exemptions possible. The possibility of offering such classes in Catholic schools has been put forward for consideration.
 In the French Community, there is now a compulsory lesson in Education in Philosophy and Citizenship (EPC), while pupils or their parents have to choose between a second lesson of EPC or a religious or humanist lesson. The book written by Hicham Abel Gawad, a teacher of Islamic religious education, drew media attention as he explained situations and arguments he had to confront and respond to in the classroom.

Besides public schools, there are a few Muslim denominational primary schools, while a secondary school was inaugurated in 2015. They are run by the Enseignement Confessionel Islamique de Belgique (Islamic Denominational Schools in Belgium - ECIB).
 Other, non-denominational, schools also exist, among them Gülen-oriented initiatives.

Despite an increasing number of halal-labelled products, there are multiple certifications. More and more companies seek halal certification for their goods,
 some private companies offer platforms for a range of products,
 and public export offices (such as AWEx in Wallonia) promote halal products made in Belgium.
 All this confirms the emergence of a genuine domestic market for halal products,
 estimated in Belgium to be around €1.7 billion.

For the first time since 2012, the Brussels Muslim Fair (Foire Musulmane de Bruxelles) was not held in 2016, with the organisers complaining of commercial problems. It should resume in 2017.
 Muslim Expo, launched by Emdeo in 2012,
 was organised for the third time in Antwerp on 14-15 May 2016. For the first time, it was also organised in Charleroi, in Wallonia, on 6 and 7 February 2016. The latter was highly controversial: Emdeo made a public statement pointing out that local partners had not respected the spirit of the event and the other arrangements surrounding it, stating that a particular political and religious agenda was evident.
 Some speakers at it caused controversy,
 with one barred from entry into the country by Belgian authorities for giving anti-Semitic speeches.

A philanthropic fund named Noria, has been established by the Association Belge des Professionnels Musulmans (Belgian Association of Muslim Professionals) and the King Baudouin Foundation. The fund has the objective of encouraging the payment of zakat by Muslim professionals to local charities (not only Muslim ones).

Muslim Population: History and Demographics
As Belgium did not own colonies with a Muslim majority or a significant Muslim population, the presence of Muslims in Belgium remained marginal,
 until the signing of labour agreements with some Muslim majority countries, notably Turkey and Morocco, in 1964. The percentage of Muslims in the population has become a difficult and sensitive topic of debate, as illustrated by a 2015 Ipsos survey.
 This showed that the percentage of Muslims in Belgium was estimated by the Belgian population to be 29%, 23 points higher than it was in reality at the time. Attempts to put forward some estimates led to fiery debates among academics.

In the absence of the registration of religious or philosophical affiliations, only estimates and surveys can be used.
 Detailed estimates are regularly produced by Jan Hertogen,
 based on countries of origin.
 His 2016 estimates were 816,557 Muslims, or 7.2% of the population; this is up from 6.3% in 2011, 6.5% in 2013 and 7.0% in 2015.
 This appears in line with data that looks at the attendance of Islamic religious education classes. This shows that 60,052 pupils out of 877,431
 (6.8% vs 6.3% in 2014-15) 
 attended Islamic religion classes in the Flemish Community in 2015-16, as did 10.6% of pupils in primary education and 6.9% in secondary education in the French Community in 2013-14 (up from 5.9% in 2010-11). In the latter case, the percentage of Muslim pupils in primary and secondary education can be estimated at 6.9% if Muslim pupils frequenting Catholic schools are taken into account.
 All indicators show a regular increase in both the number and percentage of the Muslim population in Belgium, with estimates rising to 8.9% by 2030.

	Muslim Population
	Estimates for 1 January 2016 are 816,557 Muslims out of a population of 11,267,910, or 7.2%.



	Ethnic/National Backgrounds
	In 2014, Hertogen estimated that Muslims from a Moroccan background were 46.4% of the Muslim population, those from Turkish background were 25.8% and others were at 27.8%.

More than 91% and 93%, respectively, of Muslim Belgian residents of Moroccan or Turkish background now have Belgian citizenship; a large majority of them have dual citizenship.
 Converts (who are not counted here) have been estimated at between 6,000 and 30,000.
 


	Inner-Islamic Groups
	There is no official data available on inner-Islamic groups. Shi’is are estimated to be 10% of Muslims in Belgium.
 Other estimates set a figure of around 30,000 (among which 10,000 are of Moroccan ascent and 10,000 of Iranian origin).
 20,000 to 40,000
 Alevis are also present, and have various organisations.



	Geographical Spread
	The Muslim population is unevenly spread in the country, concentrating mainly in some parts of Brussels
 and in (former) industrial and mining areas around Antwerp, Gent, Liège, Charleroi, and in the province of Limburg.

In 2016, the Muslim population was spread as follows:

Brussels Capital Region: 35.2% (24.2% of the entire population) 

Flemish Region: 42.5% (5.4%)

Walloon Region: 22.3% (5.1%).



	Number of Mosques
	There are slightly fewer than 300 mosques; 292 decided to participate in the election of the Executive of Muslims in Belgium (EMB) in 2014, but only 284 sent delegates. According to the EMB, there are 68 to 80 mosques in the Brussels Capital Region (18 recognised), 76 in Wallonia (39 recognised), and 151 in Flanders (28 recognised).



	Muslim Burial Sites

	The majority of Muslims of an immigrant background (especially Moroccans) prefer to be buried in their country of origin and sometimes purchase insurance that covers transportation costs. Places of burial in Belgium are segments within local cemeteries, and are located in the following places:
Brussels Capital Region:
-
Jette, Forest, Etterbeek, and Anderlecht, plus interfaith sections in Schaerbeek
 cemetery (based in Evere and Zaventem territories), run by an inter-municipal organisation.

Flemish Region: 

-
Province of West-Flanders: Oostende, Brugge, Roelselare, and Kortrijk

-
Province of East-Flanders: Gent/Zwijnaarde, Ronse, and Sint-Niklaas

-
Province of Flemish-Brabant: Leuven, and Tienen

-
Province of Antwerp: Antwerp, Turnhout, and Mol

-
Province of Limburg: Lommel, Neerpelt, Overpelt, Leopoldsburg, Beringen, Heuden-Zolder, Houthalen-Helchteren, Genk, Maaseik, Maasmechelen, and Sint-Truiden.

Walloon Region:

-
Province of Liège: Huy, Fleron, Robermont, Verviers, and Jupille; another is planned in Cheratte-Bas (Visé)
-
Province of Hainaut: Charleroi, Tournai, La Louvière, Farciennes, Mons, Manage, and Boussu

-
Province of Namur: Andenne, Namur, and Sambreville

-
Province of Luxembourg: Arlon, Marche-en-Famenne.


	“Chaplaincy” in State Institutions
	Muslim chaplaincies exist in institutions for young offenders (less than a dozen chaplains), hospitals (although rarely permanently employed by the institution), and penitentiaries (17 chaplains but less than seven full-time equivalents in 2014; there is a plan to increase their number). Recruitment of a Muslim military chaplaincy is near completion.


	Halal Products
	Halal food is largely available, in small halal shops and in supermarkets,
 especially in Muslim-populated areas.

Slaughtering without stunning is now forbidden in temporary slaughter-houses in the Flemish and Walloon Regions; it remains authorised in permanent slaughter-houses and in the Brussels Capital Region.

Halal meals are available in prisons; some prisons serve no-pork meals in order to cater for Muslim inmates.



	Places of Islamic Learning and Education
	Muslim institutions recognised by the state authorities (i.e. receiving public funding and issuing recognised diplomas/certificates):

-
Association ECIB (Enseignement Confessionnel Islamique de Belgique) has launched a nursery and primary schools in the Brussels Capital Region: Al Ghazali (Etterbeek), La Plume (Molenbeek), La Vertu (Schaerbeek). A secondary school opened for the 2015-16 school year. Once recognised, these schools receive the same funding as Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish institutions.

Other Muslim Institutions:

These are not recognised by public authorities or the EMB. Despite considering themselves institutions of higher education, their diplomas and certificates are not recognised in Belgium. They do not receive any public funding. All are based in the Brussels Capital Region.

-
European Islamic Institute (Institut Islamique Européen), linked to the Centre Islamique et Culturel de Belgique and the Muslim World League, www.centreislamique.be/fr/homepage.
-
Faculté des Sciences Uslamiques de Bruxelles (FSIB), www.faculte-islamique.be.

-
Alkhayria Belgica runs regular conferences and courses in the Islamic sciences, www.alkhayria.org.


	Muslim Media and Publications
	Muslim Television and Radio Broadcasting (Moslim Televisie en Radio Omproep – MRTO),
 established by the Flemish side of the EMB, ceased broadcasting on 1 January 2016.
Various private radio stations operate, most notably in Brussels, such as Arabel FM.
 Another enterprise is Gold FM (launched in 2005), a commercial and community-based Turkish radio station.

In the printed press, Aya Lifestyle, a Flemish-language quarterly lifestyle magazine for Muslim women, was launched in September 2014,
 but appeared to have ceased activities in 2016.



Main Muslim Organisations

· Executive of Muslims in Belgium (Exécutif des Musulmans de Belgique / Executieve van de Moslims van Belgïe - EMB, Rue de Laeken 166-168, 1000 Brussels, tel.: ++32 22100230, www.embnet.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/Ex%C3%A9cutif-des-Musulmans-de-BelgiqueExecutief-van-de-Moslims-van-Belgi%C3%AB-476351699186357/). As the representative body to the Belgian authorities, it is recognised and financed by the Federal Government. In 2014, its members were elected in a general assembly, chosen by representatives of the 292 mosques that subscribed to a charter on the renewal procedure for the Executive. There is no such representation for the main organisations listed below; this takes place through their respective mosques.

· Council of Theologians (Conseil des théologiens, same address as EMB). In connection with the EMB, the Council of Theologians provides answers to questions submitted by the EMB, local mosques, or other national or international religious organisations, and reflects on religious and theological questions relevant to Muslims in Belgium. Any imam hired by a recognised mosque is submitted to the Council for approval. The Council determines the start date of Ramadan and intervenes in public debates.

· Coordination Council of Islamic Institutions (Conseil de coordination des institutions islamiques). Up to now a more discreet body, it was also set up in the context of the 2014 formation of the EMB. Its role is to intervene in public debates on behalf of Muslim communities, whereas the EMB’s role is limited to Church-State relations.
· Diyanet (Belçika Diyanet Vakfi / Diyanet de Belgique / Diyanet van Belgïe, Chaussée de Haecht 67, 1210 Brussels, tel.: ++32 22185755, www.diyanet.be (in Turkish)). This organisation coordinates all mosques linked to the Turkish government.
· Union of Muslims in Belgium (Rassemblement des Musulmans de Belgique - RMB, Boulevard Baudouin 18, 1000 Brussels, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Rassemblement-des-Musulmans-de-Belgique/541296152619233?fref=ts). This organisation is characterised by its links to Morocco and its commitment to dialogue with other religions.

· Islamic and Cultural Centre of Belgium (Centre Islamique et Culturel de Belgique - CICB, Parc du Cinquantenaire 14, 1000 Brussels, www.centreislamique.be/en/homepage, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Centre-Islamique-et-Culturel-de-Belgique-Bruxelles/236285763107429?fref=ts). A centre linked to the Saudi-based Muslim World League,
 it was the first contact organisation for Belgian authorities prior to the formation of the EMB.

· Islamic Federation of Belgium (Fédération Islamique de Belgique / Belçika Islam Federasyonu - FIB-BIF, Rue Kessels 28-30, Brussels, tel.: ++32 22198079, www.fibif.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/belcika.islam.federasyonu (both in Turkish only). This organisation coordinates the Turkish Milli Görüş mosques.

· Union of Islamic Cultural Centres in Belgium (Union des Centres Culturels Islamiques de Belgique - UCCIB, Rue Charles Demeer 1-3, 1020 Brussels, www.selimiye.be). This organisation coordinates Turkish Sülyemancı mosques.

· There are various local/provincial/regional mosque federations, such as the Union des Mosquées de Liège, Union des Mosquées de Bruxelles, Union des Nosquées du Hainaut, Union des Mosquées de Charleroi, and the Unie van Moskeeën en Islamitische Verenigingen in de Provincie Antwerpen (UMIVPA).
· European Council of Moroccan Oulemas (Conseil européen des Oulémas marocains - CEOM, Avenue Louise 275, 1000 Brussels, tel.: ++32 26444493, www.ceomeurope.eu (in Arabic only)). The Council considers itself a source of intellectual and religious reference for Moroccans living in Europe, and a contributor to dialogue among cultures and religions in European societies.
· Emdeo (Muslim Expo, Jan van Rijswijcklaan 191, 2020 Antwerp, tel.: ++32 484833181, http://muslimexpo.be, Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Moslim-Expo/1824929324399007). This body is the organiser of the Muslim Expo in Antwerp, and co-organiser of the one held in Charleroi in 2016.
· League of Imams in Belgium (Ligue des Imams de Belgique, Avenue de Scheut 212, 1070 Brussels, no website. Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ligue.desimams – last post from 2015).

· League of Muslims in Belgium (Ligue des Musulmans de Belgique - LMB, Rue Joseph Claes 69, 1060 Bruxelles, http://lmbonline.be). Established in 2005, it has branches in Brussels, Liège, Verviers, Gent, and Antwerp, and is the co-organiser of the Brussels Muslim Fair.

· Islamic Relief Belgium (26-28 Rue Ulens, 1080 Brussels, www.islamic-relief.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/IRBelgium). Established around 1990 in Belgium, and part of Islamic Relief Worldwide, it provides humanitarian support to various causes, such as fighting hunger, providing access to clean water in developing countries, and assisting orphans.

· Islamic Assistance League (Ligue d’Entraide Islamique - LEI, 9 Rue Vanderstraeten, 1080 Brussels, http://alkhalil.be). Established 25 years ago, it is a large network of organisations including the Al Khalil mosque, Al Khalil and La Plume schools, the Islamic Studies Institute (Institut des Etudes Islamiques - IEI), and the Wisdom Institute for Languages (Institut la Sagesse pour les Langues - ISL).

· Belgian Association of Muslim Professionals (Association Belge des Professionnels Musulmans - ABPM, Rue de la Loi 42, 1040 Brussels, www.abpm.be). The association develops contacts among Muslim professionals, and has started collaborating with the King Baudouin Foundation.
· Muslim Rights Belgium (Rue du Jardinier 82, 1081 Brussels, www.mrb-online.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/muslims.rightsbelgium). Established in 2012.

· Collective against Islamophobia in Belgium (Collectif Contre l’Islamophobie en Belgique - CCIB, Rue Emile Wauters 40, 1020 Brussels, tel.: ++32 484057977, http://ccib-ctib.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/islamophobia.ccib.be). Established in September 2014, it publishes a report and collaborates with Unia on Islamophobia; it has launched public awareness campaigns around particular themes.

· Empowering Belgian Muslims (EmBem, Wildetijmstraat 46, 3600 Genk, +32 486624262, http://embem.be, Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/EmBeM/508355209273099). A platform aiming at promoting cooperation and empowerment within Muslim communities in Belgium (established in 2012).

· Union of Muslim Ministers in Belgium (Union des Ministres du Culte Musulman de Belgique, Rue de Hodimont 244, 4800 Verviers).
· Association of Imams of Recognised Mosques (Association des Imams des Mosquées Reconnues)
· Federation of Associations of Teachers of Islamic Religion (Fédération des Associations des Enseignants de Religion Islamique, www.religion-islamique.be/federation-ri). Created in March 2008 to represent teachers of Islamic religious education.
· Islamic Denominational Education in Belgium (Enseignement Confessionnel Islamique de Belgique - ECIB, 138 Chaussée de Haecht, 1030 Brussels, tel.: ++ 32 27363739, www.po-ecib.be). Since 1989, it has established several Muslim schools, and is recognised and financed by public authorities.

· Citizen’s Initiatives for Islam in Belgium (Initiatives Citoyennes pour un Islam de Belgique - ICIB, Rue Dieudonné Le Fèvre 215, 1020 Brussels). Launched at the end of 2015, it seeks to promote a better relationship between Muslim and Jewish communities on a shared anti-racist platform.
� Jean-François Husson is Coordinator of the Observatoire des Relations Administratives entre les Cultes, la Laïcité organisée et l’Etat (O.R.A.C.L.E.), an independent monitoring group on Church-State relations. He is a lecturer at the Université Catholique de Louvain, and a research associate at the University of Liège. He has been a member of various expert committees and is the author of numerous reports for public institutions.


� In the areas covered by this chapter, the Federal Government is responsible for the recognition of denominations and the regulation of philosophical communities (i.e. Humanists and Buddhists) and chaplaincies in the military, in prisons, and in hospitals. The Flemish, Walloon, and Brussels Capital Regions have responsibility for regulating local religious communities, burials, and animal welfare. Flemish, French and German-speaking Communities are responsible for education (including religious education), young offenders, and media. Provinces (except in the Brussels Capital Region) and municipalities supervise and finance recognised local religious communities, including recognised mosques, and implement regulations coming from the Federal and Regional authorities.


� This was also the case for anti-Semitic and other xenophobic incidents.


� Husson, Jean-François, “Belgium”, in Oliver Scharbrodt, Samim Akönül, Ahmet Alibašić, Jørgen S. Nielsen, and Egdūnas Račius (eds.), Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (Leiden: Brill, 2016), pp.87-113.


� This included varied commemorations in front of the former Stock Exchange (Bourse) and some demonstrations: � HYPERLINK "http://www.france24.com/fr/20160417-marche-terreur-bruxelles-hommage-victimes-attentats-belgique-22-mars-molenbeek-daesh" �www.france24.com/fr/20160417-marche-terreur-bruxelles-hommage-victimes-attentats-belgique-22-mars-molenbeek-daesh�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.premier.be/fr/d%C3%A9claration-commune-du-gouvernement-f%C3%A9d%C3%A9ral-des-cultes-reconnus-et-de-la-la%C3%AFcit%C3%A9-pour-r%C3%A9affirmer" �www.premier.be/fr/d%C3%A9claration-commune-du-gouvernement-f%C3%A9d%C3%A9ral-des-cultes-reconnus-et-de-la-la%C3%AFcit%C3%A9-pour-r%C3%A9affirmer�, accessed 20 April 2016.


� Including far-right demonstrations in Brussels: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/hooligans-a-la-bourse-les-casseurs-belges-inspires-par-l-allemagne-56f96ab035708ea2d3ff7230" �http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/hooligans-a-la-bourse-les-casseurs-belges-inspires-par-l-allemagne-56f96ab035708ea2d3ff7230� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/attentats-de-bruxelles-une-manifestation-extremiste-interdite-a-molenbeek-56fbde1b35702a22d5e4338a" �http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/attentats-de-bruxelles-une-manifestation-extremiste-interdite-a-molenbeek-56fbde1b35702a22d5e4338a�, both accessed 10 May 2017.


� Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016). 


� The plan was originally concentrated on Molenbeek and Vilvoorde. It has since been extended to other boroughs of the Brussels Capital Region.


� The scope was quite wide, as, for example, Evangelical churches were among those organisations included.


� After the first stages of the plan, the Minister for the Interior mentioned in September 2016 that 1,571 associations had been controlled. Of these, 91 had at least one member of their board with a criminal record, 46 of which were related to terrorism/radicalism. See Buxant, Martin, “Six communes bruxelloises dans le giron du Plan canal”, L’Echo, 30 September 2016, p.6.


� Joie, Carherine, “Les travailleurs sociaux devront-ils partager leurs soupçons ?”, Le Soir, 7 October 2016, p.8 ; Al Bouchari, Younes, “Le secret professionnel sur le gril de l’antiterrorisme” , L’Echo, 1 October 2016, p. 7. This led to legislation in 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/faut-il-poursuivre-et-punir-les-sympathisants-du-djihad-579b9de3357086b3e0dc28e2" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/faut-il-poursuivre-et-punir-les-sympathisants-du-djihad-579b9de3357086b3e0dc28e2�, accessed 20 May 2017.


� www.bepax.org/publications/analyses/un-quotidien-oublie-les-chiites-bruxellois,0000719.html, accessed 5 May 2017.


� www.lesoir.be/1330814/article/debats/cartes-blanches/2016-09-30/carte-blanche-banalite-l-antisemitisme, accessed 1 May 2017.


� www.lameuse.be/1729615/article/2016-11-28/l-imam-de-dison-a-quitte-la-belgique-pour-le-maroc, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/djihadlespectacle" �www.facebook.com/djihadlespectacle�, accessed 5 March 2016.


� Blogie, Elodie, and Béatrice Delvaux, “Notre dénominateur commun, c’était le français”, Le Soir, 15-16 August 2016, pp.27-29.


� � HYPERLINK "http://abonnes.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2015/12/29/le-djihad-mis-en-piece_4838932_3224.html" �http://abonnes.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2015/12/29/le-djihad-mis-en-piece_4838932_3224.html�, accessed 5 March 2016.


� “Oui, les attentats ont laissé des traces”, Unia, 27 April 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://unia.be/fr/articles/oui-les-attentats-ont-laisse-des-traces" �http://unia.be/fr/articles/oui-les-attentats-ont-laisse-des-traces�, accessed 10 May 2016. 


� CCIB, Islamophobie en Belgique: bilan des actes islamophobes post-22 mars 2016, 26 April 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://ccib-ctib.be/index.php/2016/04/26/islamophobie-en-belgique-bilan-des-actes-islamophobes-post-22-mars-2016/" �http://ccib-ctib.be/index.php/2016/04/26/islamophobie-en-belgique-bilan-des-actes-islamophobes-post-22-mars-2016/�, accessed 10 May 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lavenir.net/cnt/dmf20160727_00858244/la-mosquee-de-tubize-incendiee-volontairement" �www.lavenir.net/cnt/dmf20160727_00858244/la-mosquee-de-tubize-incendiee-volontairement�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_herstal-un-individu-ivre-tente-de-mettre-le-feu-a-une-mosquee?id=9433239" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_herstal-un-individu-ivre-tente-de-mettre-le-feu-a-une-mosquee?id=9433239�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� Including 27 from the Fondation Hassan II pour les Marocains Résidant à l'Etranger; see � HYPERLINK "http://www.fh2mre.ma/la-fondation/archives-fondation-a-la-une/item/618-animation-religieuse-ramadan-2016.html" �www.fh2mre.ma/la-fondation/archives-fondation-a-la-une/item/618-animation-religieuse-ramadan-2016.html�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://aujourdhui.ma/monde/belgique-des-imams-marocains-pour-officier-les-prieres-pendant-le-ramadan" �http://aujourdhui.ma/monde/belgique-des-imams-marocains-pour-officier-les-prieres-pendant-le-ramadan�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.levif.be/actualite/belgique/mosquees-turques-chargees-d-espionner-en-belgique-les-adeptes-de-gulen-cites-dans-le-rapport-belge-de-la-diyanet/article-normal-586709.html" �www.levif.be/actualite/belgique/mosquees-turques-chargees-d-espionner-en-belgique-les-adeptes-de-gulen-cites-dans-le-rapport-belge-de-la-diyanet/article-normal-586709.html�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/1194432/article/debats/editos/2016-04-28/erdogan-se-croit-tout-permis-meme-en-belgique" �www.lesoir.be/1194432/article/debats/editos/2016-04-28/erdogan-se-croit-tout-permis-meme-en-belgique�, accessed 9 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/1194388/article/actualite/belgique/2016-04-27/executif-des-musulmans-turquie-attaque-l-etat-belge" �www.lesoir.be/1194388/article/actualite/belgique/2016-04-27/executif-des-musulmans-turquie-attaque-l-etat-belge�, accessed 9 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/1505/Monde/article/detail/2984642/2016/11/16/Erdogan-accuse-la-Belgique-d-etre-une-base-du-PKK.dhtml" �www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/1505/Monde/article/detail/2984642/2016/11/16/Erdogan-accuse-la-Belgique-d-etre-une-base-du-PKK.dhtml�, accessed 9 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/quand-la-police-bruxelloise-prete-son-micro-pour-un-appel-a-la-priere-video-578f3f11357086b3e0d4de98" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/quand-la-police-bruxelloise-prete-son-micro-pour-un-appel-a-la-priere-video-578f3f11357086b3e0d4de98�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/3007/Bruxelles/article/detail/2980419/2016/11/14/Une-grande-manifestation-anti-Erdogan-jeudi-a-Bruxelles.dhtml" �www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/3007/Bruxelles/article/detail/2980419/2016/11/14/Une-grande-manifestation-anti-Erdogan-jeudi-a-Bruxelles.dhtml�, accessed 9 May 2017.


� www.rtbf.be/info/regions/hainaut/detail_le-centre-culturel-kurde-de-gilly-incendie-volontairement-cette-nuit?id=9480900, accessed 15 December 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_tentative-de-putsch-en-turquie-menaces-sur-les-ecoles-financees-par-gulen?id=9381737" �www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_tentative-de-putsch-en-turquie-menaces-sur-les-ecoles-financees-par-gulen?id=9381737�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/flandre/detail_putsch-en-turquie-le-ministre-president-flamand-denonce-les-troubles-en-flandre?id=9356619" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/flandre/detail_putsch-en-turquie-le-ministre-president-flamand-denonce-les-troubles-en-flandre?id=9356619�, accessed 10 may 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_propos-d-emir-kir-des-amalgames-insupportables-avec-la-meme-terminologie-qu-erdogan?id=9460306" �www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_propos-d-emir-kir-des-amalgames-insupportables-avec-la-meme-terminologie-qu-erdogan?id=9460306�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/1119463/article/actualite/belgique/2016-02-12/jan-jambon-je-veux-savoir-ce-qui-se-passe-grande-mosquee" �www.lesoir.be/1119463/article/actualite/belgique/2016-02-12/jan-jambon-je-veux-savoir-ce-qui-se-passe-grande-mosquee�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/comment-le-salafisme-s-est-developpe-en-belgique-56bd98013570b1fc11170ab5" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/comment-le-salafisme-s-est-developpe-en-belgique-56bd98013570b1fc11170ab5�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/article/detail_la-grande-mosquee-de-bruxelles-est-dans-l-illegalite-le-ministre-de-la-justice-fuit-notre-camera?id=9242094" �www.rtbf.be/info/article/detail_la-grande-mosquee-de-bruxelles-est-dans-l-illegalite-le-ministre-de-la-justice-fuit-notre-camera?id=9242094�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� For a detailed presentation of the system, see Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016).


� Arrêté royal du 15 février 2016 portant reconnaissance de l'Exécutif des Musulmans de Belgique, www.etaamb.be/fr/arrete-royal-du-15-fevrier-2016_n2016009089.html, accessed 20 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://plus.lesoir.be/37873/article/2016-04-28/pourquoi-lislam-turc-conteste-lislam-belge" �http://plus.lesoir.be/37873/article/2016-04-28/pourquoi-lislam-turc-conteste-lislam-belge�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.actualiteislamiquedebelgique.com/single-post/2016/12/24/Ingerences-de-lEtat-belge-dans-le-culte-musulman-stop-ou-encore-" �www.actualiteislamiquedebelgique.com/single-post/2016/12/24/Ingerences-de-lEtat-belge-dans-le-culte-musulman-stop-ou-encore-�, accessed 20 May 2017.


� The Mouvement réformateur (MR, the French-speaking liberal party, therefore positioned on the right of the political spectrum) and the Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie (NVA, Flemish right-wing nationalists), both in coalition in the Federal Government. 


� MR and NVA proposals to amend article 21 of the Constitution (Doc. Parl., respectively 1847/001, 23 May 2016 and 1858/001, 26 May 2016).


� All documents can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.senat.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=25200&LANG=fr" �http://www.senat.be/www/?MIval=/index_senate&MENUID=25200&LANG=fr�, accessed 19 May 2017.


� As evidenced by any query using the word “Islam” on parliamentary websites: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senat.be" �www.senat.be� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.lachambre.be" �www.lachambre.be�.


� Husson, Jean-François, and Jérémy Mandin, Etude de faisabilité en vue de la création d’un institut public d’étude de l’Islam (Liège: CEDEM-Université de Liège, 2014), � HYPERLINK "http://orbi.ulg.ac.be/bitstream/2268/184049/1/CEDEM%20Rapport%202014%2012%2010%20final.pdf" �http://orbi.ulg.ac.be/bitstream/2268/184049/1/CEDEM%20Rapport%202014%2012%2010%20final.pdf�, accessed 1 March 2016. On the link between radicalisation and training, see also � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/attentats-de-bruxelles-de-nombreux-imams-ne-sont-pas-assez-formes-56f5a1c035708ea2d3e951cb" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/attentats-de-bruxelles-de-nombreux-imams-ne-sont-pas-assez-formes-56f5a1c035708ea2d3e951cb�, accessed 2 May 2017.


� Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016), pp.101-102. For KU Leuven programme details, see � HYPERLINK "http://theo.kuleuven.be/islam-studeren" �http://theo.kuleuven.be/islam-studeren�, accessed 5 March 2016.


� See for instance “Waarom de Vlaamse imamopleiding uitblijft”, 30 September 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://de-bron.org/content/waarom-de-vlaamse-imamopleiding-uitblijft" �http://de-bron.org/content/waarom-de-vlaamse-imamopleiding-uitblijft�, accessed 19 May 2017.


� Husson and Mandin, Etude de faisabilité.


� Rea, Andrea, Françoise Tulkens, Radouane Attiya, and Brigitte Maréchal, Rapport de la Commission concernant la formation des cadres musulmans et les émissions concédées (Brussels: Université Catholique de Louvain, 2015), � HYPERLINK "http://www.uclouvain.be/cps/ucl/doc/cismoc/documents/Rapport_final_commission_Marcourt(1).pdf" �www.uclouvain.be/cps/ucl/doc/cismoc/documents/Rapport_final_commission_Marcourt(1).pdf�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://uclouvain.be/fr/etudier/iufc/didactique-du-cours-de-religion-islamique.html" �http://uclouvain.be/fr/etudier/iufc/didactique-du-cours-de-religion-islamique.html�, accessed 26 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/societe/detail_l-armee-belge-recherche-un-aumonier-pour-le-culte-islamique?id=9379094" �www.rtbf.be/info/societe/detail_l-armee-belge-recherche-un-aumonier-pour-le-culte-islamique?id=9379094�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� Arrêté royal du 6 juillet 2016 modifiant l'article 3 de l'arrêté royal du 9 décembre 2015 relatif à l'attribution d'un subside de 120.000 euros pour le développement de la communication de l'Exécutif des Musulmans de Belgique, � HYPERLINK "http://www.etaamb.be/fr/arrete-royal-du-06-juillet-2016_n2016009362.html" �www.etaamb.be/fr/arrete-royal-du-06-juillet-2016_n2016009362.html�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/regions/bruxelles/un-autre-dialogue-interconvictionnel-558853293570f340d74a52e3" �www.lalibre.be/regions/bruxelles/un-autre-dialogue-interconvictionnel-558853293570f340d74a52e3� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-les-lueurs-du-dialogue-face-aux-tenebres-567afb0e3570ed3894bd5b13" �www.lalibre.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-les-lueurs-du-dialogue-face-aux-tenebres-567afb0e3570ed3894bd5b13�, both accessed 5 March 2016.


� Answer from Mrs Debaets to an e-mail by the author, 17 May 2017.


� Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.premier.be/sites/default/files/articles/Accord_de_Gouvernement_-_Regeerakkoord.pdf" �www.premier.be/sites/default/files/articles/Accord_de_Gouvernement_-_Regeerakkoord.pdf�, accessed 9 July 2015.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.unia.be/fr/articles/la-justice-interdit-un-reglement-dune-haute-ecole-qui-empeche-le-port-du-voile-islamique-unia-accueille-positivement-lordonnance" �www.unia.be/fr/articles/la-justice-interdit-un-reglement-dune-haute-ecole-qui-empeche-le-port-du-voile-islamique-unia-accueille-positivement-lordonnance� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_referes-liege-la-hepl-ne-peut-interdire-le-port-du-foulard-islamique-a-ses-etudiantes?id=9422159" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_referes-liege-la-hepl-ne-peut-interdire-le-port-du-foulard-islamique-a-ses-etudiantes?id=9422159�, all accessed 10 May 2017.


� For a general overview, see Husson, Jean-François, “Belgium”, in Oliver Scharbrodt, Samim Akönül, Ahmet Alibašić, Jørgen S. Nielsen, and Egdūnas Račius (eds.), Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 8 (Leiden: Brill, 2017, pp.91-118.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhnet.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-imbroglio-total-sur-l-organisation-de-l-aid-el-kebir-576aeef535705701fd8c8f70" �www.dhnet.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-imbroglio-total-sur-l-organisation-de-l-aid-el-kebir-576aeef535705701fd8c8f70� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/1731/Islam/article/detail/2871379/2016/09/14/Fete-de-l-Aid-Bruxelles-presente-ses-excuses.dhtml" �www.7sur7.be/7s7/fr/1731/Islam/article/detail/2871379/2016/09/14/Fete-de-l-Aid-Bruxelles-presente-ses-excuses.dhtml�, both accessed 10 May 2017.


� Bombaerts, Jean-Pol, “L’abattage rituel déchaîne les passions en Flandre”, L’Echo, 9 September 2017, p.8.


� Joie, Catherine, “On ne m’obligera pas à me dévêtir”, Le Soir, 26 August 2016, p.9.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.demorgen.be/binnenland/aantal-erkende-moskeeen-verdriedubbelt-b39f3385" �www.demorgen.be/binnenland/aantal-erkende-moskeeen-verdriedubbelt-b39f3385�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� www.lacapitale.be/1562521/article/2016-05-01/bientot-dix-nouvelles-mosquees-reconnues-a-bruxelles, accessed 1 March 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/detail_une-mosquee-moderne-a-l-universite-catholique-de-louvain-la-neuve?id=9312853" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/detail_une-mosquee-moderne-a-l-universite-catholique-de-louvain-la-neuve?id=9312853�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhnet.be/regions/liege/la-mosquee-de-fleron-au-gouvernement-wallon-56af9e413570fdebf5a688d7" �www.dhnet.be/regions/liege/la-mosquee-de-fleron-au-gouvernement-wallon-56af9e413570fdebf5a688d7�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lameuse.be/1499496/article/2016-02-24/liege-l-asbl-de-la-future-grande-mosquee-de-glain-refuse-des-financements-en-pro" �www.lameuse.be/1499496/article/2016-02-24/liege-l-asbl-de-la-future-grande-mosquee-de-glain-refuse-des-financements-en-pro�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20160510_02282106" �www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20160510_02282106�, accessed 1 May 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.filipdewinter.be/tag/moskee/page/2" �www.filipdewinter.be/tag/moskee/page/2�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/detail_molenbeek-la-commune-fait-fermer-une-mosquee?id=9447549" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/detail_molenbeek-la-commune-fait-fermer-une-mosquee?id=9447549�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_liege-la-mosquee-markaz-attawhid-fermee-aussi-pour-terrorisme-par-le-bourgmestre?id=9318698" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_liege-la-mosquee-markaz-attawhid-fermee-aussi-pour-terrorisme-par-le-bourgmestre?id=9318698�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_verviers-fermeture-d-une-mosquee-clandestine-pour-des-raisons-de-salubrite?id=9196130" �www.rtbf.be/info/regions/liege/detail_verviers-fermeture-d-une-mosquee-clandestine-pour-des-raisons-de-salubrite?id=9196130�, accessed 10 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.demorgen.be/binnenland/homans-dreigt-met-sluiting-van-turkse-moskeeen-bce87ae8/" �www.demorgen.be/binnenland/homans-dreigt-met-sluiting-van-turkse-moskeeen-bce87ae8/�, accessed 18 December 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/818298/article/actualite/regions/bruxelles/2015-03-11/cimetiere-multiconfessionnel-bruxellois-pas-tous-egaux" �www.lesoir.be/818298/article/actualite/regions/bruxelles/2015-03-11/cimetiere-multiconfessionnel-bruxellois-pas-tous-egaux�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lameuse.be/1708955/article/2016-11-02/verviers-operationnelle-depuis-4-mois-la-parcelle-multiconfessionnelle-est-toujo" �http://www.lameuse.be/1708955/article/2016-11-02/verviers-operationnelle-depuis-4-mois-la-parcelle-multiconfessionnelle-est-toujo�, accessed 10 may 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.hln.be/hln/nl/1265/Onderwijs/article/detail/2694974/2016/05/04/Revolutie-in-katholiek-onderwijs-lessen-islam-en-hoofddoeken-welkom.dhtml" �www.hln.be/hln/nl/1265/Onderwijs/article/detail/2694974/2016/05/04/Revolutie-in-katholiek-onderwijs-lessen-islam-en-hoofddoeken-welkom.dhtml�, accessed 10 may 2017.


� Abdel Gawad, Hicham, Les questions que se posent les jeunes sur l’Islam (Brussels: La Boîte à Pandore, 2016); Blogie, Elodie, “M’sieur, les infidèles vont-ils en enfer ?”, Le Soir, 31 August 2016, p. 5.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtl.be/info/belgique/societe/une-premiere-en-belgique-une-ecole-secondaire-islamique-ouvrira-ses-portes-a-la-rentree-739111.aspx" �www.rtl.be/info/belgique/societe/une-premiere-en-belgique-une-ecole-secondaire-islamique-ouvrira-ses-portes-a-la-rentree-739111.aspx�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/959995/article/economie/2015-08-11/plus-en-plus-d-entreprises-belges-font-certifier-leurs-produits-halal" �www.lesoir.be/959995/article/economie/2015-08-11/plus-en-plus-d-entreprises-belges-font-certifier-leurs-produits-halal�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.halalbelgium.be" �www.halalbelgium.be�, accessed 26 May 2017.


� www.lalibre.be/economie/libre-entreprise/la-wallonie-place-ses-pions-pour-profiter-du-marche-halal-56ec4d0435702a22d5812a59, accessed 2 May 2017.


� Bergeaud-Blackler, Florence, Le marché halal ou l'invention d'une tradition (Paris: Seuil, 2017).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/economie/actualite/le-marche-belge-des-produits-halal-estime-a-1-7-milliard-d-euros-522f152e35702bc05f0c9844" �www.lalibre.be/economie/actualite/le-marche-belge-des-produits-halal-estime-a-1-7-milliard-d-euros-522f152e35702bc05f0c9844�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesoir.be/1326571/article/actualite/regions/bruxelles/2016-09-26/foire-musulmane-ne-sera-pas-organisee-cette-annee-bruxelles" �www.lesoir.be/1326571/article/actualite/regions/bruxelles/2016-09-26/foire-musulmane-ne-sera-pas-organisee-cette-annee-bruxelles�, accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://muslimexpo.be/over-ons" �http://muslimexpo.be/over-ons�, accessed 26 May 2017. The name has been changed to Medina Expo for 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/le-muslim-expo-de-charleroi-n-a-pas-respecte-sa-charte-56be101f3570b1fc1118fe4f" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/le-muslim-expo-de-charleroi-n-a-pas-respecte-sa-charte-56be101f3570b1fc1118fe4f�, accessed 26 may 2017. The Charleroi event is barely mentioned on the Emdeo website � HYPERLINK "http://muslimexpo.be/index" �http://muslimexpo.be/index�, accessed 26 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.levif.be/actualite/belgique/musulmans-la-frerosphere-a-charleroi/article-normal-451291.html" �www.levif.be/actualite/belgique/musulmans-la-frerosphere-a-charleroi/article-normal-451291.html�, accessed 26 may 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/le-muslim-expo-de-charleroi-n-a-pas-respecte-sa-charte-56be101f3570b1fc1118fe4f" �www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/le-muslim-expo-de-charleroi-n-a-pas-respecte-sa-charte-56be101f3570b1fc1118fe4f�, accessed 26 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lecho.be/connect/philanthropie/Fonds-Noria-Zakat-et-philanthropie/9886221" �www.lecho.be/connect/philanthropie/Fonds-Noria-Zakat-et-philanthropie/9886221�, accessed 16 May 2017.


� These were mainly businessmen (based in Antwerp, as early as the 19th century) and diplomats. These were joined from the 1950s onwards by small numbers of students from Arab countries, and political refugees (mainly from Albania).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipsos-mori.com/researchpublications/researcharchive/3466/Perceptions-are-not-reality-Things-the-world-gets-wrong.aspx" �www.ipsos-mori.com/researchpublications/researcharchive/3466/Perceptions-are-not-reality-Things-the-world-gets-wrong.aspx�, accessed 30 June 2015. The Pew Research Center therefore raised the question about the choice of interviewees, www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/11/17/5-facts-about-the-muslim-population-in-europe, accessed 5 March 2016.


� Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016), p.106. 


� For a discussion, see El Battiui, Mohamed, Meryem Kanmaz and Firouzeh Nahavandi (eds.), Mosquées, imams et professeurs de religion islamique en Belgique: Etat de la question et enjeux (Brussels: Fondation Roi Baudouin, 2004), pp.7-8, � HYPERLINK "http://www.kbs-frb.be/uploadedfiles/kbs-frb/files/fr/pub_1448_mosquees_imams_prof_islam.pdf" �www.kbs-frb.be/uploadedfiles/kbs-frb/files/fr/pub_1448_mosquees_imams_prof_islam.pdf�, accessed 9 November 2014; Dassetto, Felice, L’iris et le croissant: Bruxelles et l’islam au défi de la co-inclusion (Louvain-la-Neuve: Presses universitaires de Louvain, 2011), pp.21-26, Fadil, Nadia, “Belgium”, in Jørgen S. Nielsen, Samim Akönül, Ahmet Alibašić and Egdūnas Račius (eds.), Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 6 (Leiden: Brill, 2014), pp.84-107 (84-85), or Husson, Jean-François, “Le financement des cultes, de la laïcité et des cours philosophiques”, Courrier hebdomadaire du Centre de recherche et d'information socio-politiques, no. 1703-1704 (2000), pp.3-90 (84-89). Use of his data by some of the press led to a statement from Unia: � HYPERLINK "http://unia.be/fr/articles/781887-musulmans-en-belgique" �http://unia.be/fr/articles/781887-musulmans-en-belgique�, accessed 27 May 2017.


� Mainly Hertogen, Jan, “Moslims in België van 6.3% naar 6.5% van de Bevolking”, 8 October 2014, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/blog/janhertogen/2014/10/08/moslims-in-belgie-van-63-naar-65-van-de-bevolking" �www.dewereldmorgen.be/blog/janhertogen/2014/10/08/moslims-in-belgie-van-63-naar-65-van-de-bevolking�, accessed 14 June 2015, Hertogen, Jan, “In België wonen 628.751 moslims, 6,0% van de bevolking”, 11 September 2008, � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/BuG/100" �www.npdata.be/BuG/100�, accessed 14 June 2015, Hertogen, Jan, “Moslims in België per gewest, provincie en gemeente. Evolutie 2011, 2013 en 2015”, 18 September 2015, � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/BuG/318-Onderzoekscommissie" �www.npdata.be/BuG/318-Onderzoekscommissie�, accessed 5 March 2016. These estimates will be used in the absence of other more detailed data. Discussions of his methodology have taken place, with some researchers concerned that any overestimation may feed fears of some kind of “foreign invasion”. See, for instance Dassetto, L’iris et le croissant, pp.21-26, Fadil, “Belgium”, pp.84-85.


� Such estimates tend to neglect people from Muslim majority countries who are not Muslims (e.g. Middle Eastern Christians), an aspect taken into account by Hertogen, as well as converts. See Dassetto, L’iris et le croissant, pp.21-26.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls" �www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls�, accessed 15 June 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws/binnenland/1.2653895" �http://deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws/binnenland/1.2653895�, accessed 15 May 2017.


� www.npdata.be/BuG/327-Godsdienstkeuze/Godsdienstkeuze.htm, accessed 10 May 2017. This does not take into account Muslim pupils attending Catholic schools (mainly secondary), which can be substantial. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/BuG/327-Godsdienstkeuze/" �www.npdata.be/BuG/327-Godsdienstkeuze/�, accessed 27 May 2017.


� Estimated to be around 14,000 for Belgium: author’s own calculations based on Sägesser, Caroline, “Les cours de religion et de morale dans l’enseignement obligatoire”, Courrier hebdomadaire du Centre de recherche et d'information socio-politiques, no. 2140-2141 (2012), pp.3-59. The Catholic schools network has produced a note on how to teach the Catholic religion in classes with a majority of Muslim pupils; SeGeC, Entre enracinement et ouverture: le cours de religion catholique dans les classes du secondaire à forte présence musulmane (Brussels: 2014), � HYPERLINK "http://enseignement.catholique.be/segec/fileadmin/DocsFede/FESeC/religion/enracinement_ouverture.pdf" �http://enseignement.catholique.be/segec/fileadmin/DocsFede/FESeC/religion/enracinement_ouverture.pdf�, accessed 14 June 2015.


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.globalreligiousfutures.org/countries/belgium#/?affiliations_religion_id=0&affiliations_year=2030&region_name=All%20Countries&restrictions_year=2014" �www.globalreligiousfutures.org/countries/belgium#/?affiliations_religion_id=0&affiliations_year=2030&region_name=All%20Countries&restrictions_year=2014�, accessed 26 May 2017. Earlier projections were 10.2%: Pew Research Center, “The future of the global Muslim population. region: Europe”, 27 January 2011, pp.10-11, 15, � HYPERLINK "http://www.pewforum.org/2011/01/27/future-of-the-global-muslim-population-regional-europe" �www.pewforum.org/2011/01/27/future-of-the-global-muslim-population-regional-europe�, accessed 14 June 2015.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls" �www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls�, accessed 15 June 2017.


� Hertogen, Jan, “Moslims in België van 6.3% naar 6.5% van de Bevolking”, 8 October 2014, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/blog/janhertogen/2014/10/08/moslims-in-belgie-van-63-naar-65-van-de-bevolking" �www.dewereldmorgen.be/blog/janhertogen/2014/10/08/moslims-in-belgie-van-63-naar-65-van-de-bevolking�, accessed 14 June 2015.


� Torrekens, Corinne, and Ilke Adam, Belgo-Marocains, Belgo-Turcs: (auto)portrait de nos concitoyens (Brussels: Fondation Roi Baudouin, 2015), pp.33-34, � HYPERLINK "http://www.kbs-frb.be/uploadedFiles/2012-KBS-FRB/05)_Pictures,_documents_and_external_sites/09)_Publications/3323-POD-BelgoMarocainTurcs_Final.pdf" �www.kbs-frb.be/uploadedFiles/2012-KBS-FRB/05)_Pictures,_documents_and_external_sites/09)_Publications/3323-POD-BelgoMarocainTurcs_Final.pdf�, accessed 3 June 2015.


� Aksöyek, Ataman (ed.), Sociographie de la population turque et d’origine turque: quarante ans de présence en Belgique (1960-2000), Dynamiques, problèmes, perspectives (Brussels: Centre de Relations Européennes, July 2000), p.187.


� Koksal, Mehmet, “Bienvenue chez les chiites... au royaume de Belgique”, June 2010, � HYPERLINK "http://www.minorites.org/index.php/2-la-revue/789-bienvenue-chez-les-chiites-au-royaume-de-belgique.html" �www.minorites.org/index.php/2-la-revue/789-bienvenue-chez-les-chiites-au-royaume-de-belgique.html�, accessed 18 June 2015.


� Orban, Anne-Claire, “Un quotidien oublié : les chiites bruxellois”, Pax Christi Wallonie Bruxelles Analyse, May 2016, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bepax.org/files/files/2016-analyse-un-quotidien-oublie-les-chiites-bruxellois.pdf" �www.bepax.org/files/files/2016-analyse-un-quotidien-oublie-les-chiites-bruxellois.pdf�. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.catho-bruxelles.be/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/alevis.pdf" �http://www.catho-bruxelles.be/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/alevis.pdf�, accessed 27 May 2017.


� Estimates are above 20% of the population in eight out of the 19 Brussels Capital Region municipalities, reaching 40% in Molenbeek and Saint-Josse. See Hertogen, Jan, “Aantal en % moslims per gemeente, provincie en gewest op 01/01/2015”, 18 September 2015, � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2015/Moslims-2015-Tabel.xls" �www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2015/Moslims-2015-Tabel.xls�, accessed 15 June 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls" �www.npdata.be/Data/Vreemdelingen/NIS/Vreemdelingen-gemeenten/2016/Moslims-2016-Tabel.xls�, accessed 15 June 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhnet.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-a-peine-14-mosquees-reconnues-par-la-region-564500553570ca6ff8d5b94f" �www.dhnet.be/regions/bruxelles/bruxelles-a-peine-14-mosquees-reconnues-par-la-region-564500553570ca6ff8d5b94f�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vlaamsparlement.be/plenaire-vergaderingen/984979/verslag/986041" �www.vlaamsparlement.be/plenaire-vergaderingen/984979/verslag/986041� and https://www.embnet.be/fr/annuaire, all accessed 1 May 2017.


� Beersmans, Dirk, and Niels Goovaerts (eds.), Islamitisch begraven in Vlaanderen, inspiratie voor lokaal overleg (Brussels: Kruispunt Migratie-Integratie, 2013), � HYPERLINK "http://www.kruispuntmi.be/sites/default/files/brochure_islamitisch_begraven_2013.pdf" �www.kruispuntmi.be/sites/default/files/brochure_islamitisch_begraven_2013.pdf� and www.embnet.be/fr/annuaire-des-cimetieres, both accessed 1 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pouvoirslocaux.irisnet.be/fr/acteurs/les-intercommunales/intercommunale-dinhumation" �www.pouvoirslocaux.irisnet.be/fr/acteurs/les-intercommunales/intercommunale-dinhumation�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lameuse.be/1283815/article/2015-05-10/le-halal-un-business-qui-a-la-cote-a-liege" �www.lameuse.be/1283815/article/2015-05-10/le-halal-un-business-qui-a-la-cote-a-liege�, accessed 2 March 2016.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_abattage-sans-etourdissement-seulement-a-bruxelles?id=9051502" �www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_abattage-sans-etourdissement-seulement-a-bruxelles?id=9051502�, accessed 2 March 2016.


� See the answer in Parliament by the Minister of Justice, Stefaan De Clerck (CD&V), on 23 April 2010, “Chambre des Représentants, questions et réponses écrites”, QRVA, vol. 52, no. 104, pp.318-319, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dekamer.be/QRVA/pdf/52/52K0104.pdf" �www.dekamer.be/QRVA/pdf/52/52K0104.pdf�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� No known website as the one mentioned in last year’s edition does not exist anymore. Their Facebook page (� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/MTRO-249410631764816" �www.facebook.com/MTRO-249410631764816�, accessed 1 March 2016), is closed, but still accessible.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.arabel.fom" �www.arabel.fom�, accessed 1 March 2016. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.goldfeMbe/v2" �www.goldfeMbe/v2�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� No working website, but there is a Facebook page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ayalifestyle" �www.facebook.com/ayalifestyle�, accessed 1 March 2016.


� No input on its Facebook page after July 2016, and its url now leads to an online clothes seller.


� Husson, “Belgium”, Yearbook of Muslims in Europe, vol. 7 (2016).


� www.embnet.be/fr/le-conseil-des-theologiens, accessed 29 May 2017.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.themwl.org/Offices/default.aspx?l=EN&cat=4" �www.themwl.org/Offices/default.aspx?l=EN&cat=4�, accessed 1 March 2016.







