


























































































































































































































Older migrants and overcoming employment barriers: does community
activism provide the answer?

 
Matt Flynn
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Abstract
This paper explores the interplay between different employment barriers faced by older economic
migrants who find they need to delay retirement. It also considers the extent to which ethnic based
community activism can support constituents in maintaining employability. Using participatory action
research, we work with a group of older migrants who are members of the Manchester UK based
Chinese group Wai Yin.  Over three months, we explored work and retirement issues. We also
conducted interviews with executives, managers and organizers of Wai Yin to explore the support
which the group can and does provide older members who seek to delay retirement. The study showed
the negative impact of the global recession on economic migrants’ retirement plans augmented by
their precarious work histories, concentration in self-employment and lack of pensions. Not only do
they face multiple forms of discrimination, including ageism and racism, but the intersectionality of
such discrimination create a unique set of barriers to continued work.  Community activism can play
an important role in supporting older constituents, particularly in matching the skills which they have
to offer with the needs within the community.                                                          
 
This paper shows that older migrants face significant issues of precariousness with regard to both
saving towards retirement and maintaining employability. Community activism can contribute where
government intervention inadequately addresses the barriers faced by older migrants.  As government
seeks to raise real retirement ages, more research is needed on its implications for vulnerable groups of
older people including migrants.
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