SCOTCH AND OTHER TOWNSHIPS.

_Ixorder to obtain a clear idea of the past, present, and possible future
- of Scottish townships, I think it would be of some utility to compare
this archaical form of holding property with similar institutions to be
niet with elsewhere. In the report of the committes appointed by
the British Parliament to inguire into the economic condition of the
small tenants of the north of Scotland, we find details concerning this
primitive form of property, offering no little interest to both econo-
mists and legislators. Tn my book entitled Primitive Property, 1
endeavour to prove that everywhere, before civilisation COMINENCes,
besides the habitation and its swrrounding plot of ground, which is
transmitted in hereditary succession from father to son, land is owned
collectively by the fribe or clan, and subjected periodically to redis-
fribution among its members. The more remote parts of Scot-
land, and, prineipally the islands on the north-west coast, which are
peopled by a branch of the Gaelic race, have preserved, up to the
present day, traces of a similar agravian régime. A greater or less
number of small cultivators, ealled crofters or cottars, cultivate a
certain amount of land in common, which they look upon as a farm.
This is lef to them by the proprietor directly, or by an intermediate
person known as the middleman or tackman. The arable land is then
equally divided among the association of crofters for one or two years,
~ but always on the understanding that another division will be made
after a certain lapse of time. The pasturage of this collective plot,
the Stathald, is not divided, and every member of the group may
send his cattle to feed there, sometimes under specified conditions,
These groups or communitics (the latter is the term employed by
the Parliamentary Committee) are called fownships, and are a sort of
cross between the Jougo-Slav Zudruge and the Russian Mir. They
resemble the Zudruga, because the families composing them are all of
_ the same race, and they resemble the M7y, because the arable land is
not cultivated in common as in the Zedruge, but is periodically
re-divided among all the members, and each one cultivates for lim-
self. Townships may also be compared to the Swiss Almends,
“only the former possesses no legal existence, and, consequently, no
corporative rights whatever. They exist, but the feudal system intro-
duced from England, which completely destroyed all rural communes,
wholly ignored their existence. Another very important point which
enders the crofter’s condition hard is that the land does not belong
o them, as in the Zudruga, the Mir, or the Allmend. It is owned
¥y a non-resident landlord, to whom rent must be paid. ‘
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