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Middle Palaeolithic open air sites in northern France

» Exellent Chrostratigraphic
framework

> Diffrent:
* Biotopes
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Middle Palaeolithic open air sites in northern France

Caours Beauvais

Isotopique Stage Eemian, 5e | Weichselian, 4

Climate Interglacial Glacial
Environment Wooded Steppe
Excavation Area 680 m? 760 m?
Number of
archaeological levels 5 2

well preserved

Number of faunal 12152 1325
remains

Number of lithic 2780 13283
artefact

> Exceptional preservation, superficies and faunal
remains abundance:

* Sedimention : calcareous, fine, quick

* No alteration of layers Antoine et
al,, 2006
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Middle Palaeolithic open air sites in northern France
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Activity area : different spatial data

Site of Caours : Archaeological
layer 1 (excavations 2016)
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Activity area : different spatial data

Bones combustion experiment (Hérisson et al., 2013)

» problem of fracturation and combustion

> Absolute coordinates or not




Activity area : different archaeological data

Faunal remains

I

Subsistence
behaviors
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Butchery
activity area
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Site’s function




Activity area : different faunal data

Axial
skeleton

Cranial

|
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Limbs

Autopods

Modified by August, 1995

» Interpretative
framework

» Food Utility Index

» Anatomical groups

Specific butchery activity area




Activity area : Mesh analysis

> Effective per mesh

» Arbitrary subdivision — invisible « walls » between
some artefacts
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Activity area : Kernel Density estimation
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Activity area : Mesh analysis
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Activity area : Kernel Density estimation

— Objectivity

Hi1
Gl1
F11
Ell
D11
Ci1 -
B11 Faunal remains
All
Z711 ‘ O-OO
YY11 AN
Xx11 s N =
WWi11l . e . R
WL ¢ N \\\ :’
uu11 > ]
TT11 /’
ssit ' i 80.20
RR11 S
" e Channels
w oL Excavation area
e e 12007
pP6 12015
PP5
PP4 ‘*‘- . |:| 2016
PP3 2
PPRZ\\‘ T
PP1
PPO A
PP-1
PP2 N
N PR3 N
PP4 N
PP-5
o £ PP-6
PP-7
2.5 5 7.5 10 m P12 N '
B S— Nl S i . i
bis N Site of Caours : Faunal remains

of archaeological layer 4




Specific activity area

» Concentration zone of:
 Burned faunal remains
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— Human activity area




Specific activity area
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— Butchery activity area




Conclusion

Kernel Desity Estimation
: » Fracturation
W :> » Combustion

» Food Utility

Highlight :

— Human activity area
— Butchery activity area

Confirm:

— Butchery site




Future work

System

Fragmentation
Prey processing

Knapping workshop

¢

Precise site function

U

Characterize Neandertal
groups
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