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Introduction: zomEZ.o m.:ﬁm% Balance (NEB) is a frequent problem in hospitali

NEB can :i:.ac hepatic lipidosis and malnutrition. The major conse Hw@wso omw:m_ﬁma cats.
are decreased iImmunocompetence and decreased tissue synthesis m:%ﬁ m%m ,mr E&:E::o.:
study was to evaluate the proportion of cats in NEB and to give 3855%:@%. oy of ths
putritional status of hospitalized cats. ‘ons 1o impirove
Material and methods: We included 177 cats (108 from the i

the Medicine Unit (M)) hospitalized at the mmomu:% of <Qoa:mm5me s o

# AR Sk . ry Medicine of Liége for at
least 2 days in similar conditions. For each cat, signalment, disease, length of :o%:mmumnoc

body condition score ﬁw_ﬁ.wv on a 6-point scale, physical status score (PSS- from 1 normal
patient to S —moribund-) were recorded. Their energy requirement (ER) was calculated using
the E:s:g BW x qo.w.om_-. ER was multiplied .3\ a factor (of 1.2 to 1.4) to give the illness
ER (IER) 8« more o::omm cases _.:8 pneumonia, peritonitis, multisystem trauma, cachexia
associated with long-standing cardiac disease, renal disease and cancer. Cats were weighted
every day to check the accuracy of calculated ER or IER. We recorded if cats were in a NEB
because of fasting prior to diagnostic procedures or because of anorexia, if cats ate
spontaneously to cover ER or IER, if the staff had to stimulate cats to cover ER or if tubes had
to be placed. Chi-square analyses were performed using SAS system.

Results: Domestic Shorthair cats represented 83 % of patients. Sixteen percents were intact
males. 37 % were neutered males, 18 % were intact females and 29 % were spayed females.
The average age was 5 years (4.5 years in S and 6.2 in M). In S, 46 % of patients were
hospitalized after a trauma and 10 % for intervention of the urinary tract, digestive tract or in
ophthalmology. In M, 25 % of cats suffered from renal diseases, 23 % from respiratory
diseases and 19 % from metabolic diseases. The average PSS was 1.6 in S and 2.6 in M. We
observed a significant relationship between Unit and mortality, PSS and BCS (P<0.05). We
observed a significant relationship between PSS and BCS (P<0.05). In S, 22 % of cats were
too thin, 54 % had an ideal BCS and 24 % were overweight (OW). In' M, 38 % of cats were
too thin, 33 % had an ideal BCS and 29 % were OW. We observed a significant relationship
between gender and age group and BCS (P<0.05). The average length of vomw:m:choﬂMMm_w
days in the 2 units. Thirty eight percent of cats were in a NEB, 7 % had orders Smcm_ NwoAXV
food and 31 % of cats refused any offered food; 14 % ate spontaneously to 8<M~ e
ate to cover ER with stimulation and 16 % ate spontaneously to cover IER, wm w Mm_ Fosiit
Placed in 9 % of cats without significant differences between Units. We observed a sig

. i i ften anorectic-, but
el . - a bad prognosis were more o
et a8 o PR (a5 s ; nt relationship between age and

not between PSS and BCS (P<0.05). We observed a significa iy
NEB (P<0.05): qwsﬂxu of %Mcsm cats (<1 year) ate to COVer ER and 60 % of old cats (

Years) were anorectic s di i he NEB
! : : . t influence the
Discussion: The population was quite different in S m:.a in M cﬂmﬂ%%osmﬁw difficult to give
~30 % of cats were in a NEB despite intensive NUIsINE: feis

Seheral advices/recommendations to reduce NEB.
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