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A bit of history
• 1984-1988: the manuel de codage 

• both for printing and databases: 
there is a strict distinction made 
between grapheme and graphic 
variant 

• Evolution and uses: mainly printing 
(hieroglyphica) 

• Basis: Wb. archive, but also existing 
fonts 

• No published documentation



Problems for font designers
• What should I draw? 

• Example:                   at some point, various 
interpretations of the sign. Monkey, Hippo? (in fact, 
panther from a sign drawn by Chassinat) 

• Lack of description 

basically: god iḥy playing sistrum
child lock, naked or clothed ?



Is this really my sign? 

• without description: is it the same as this sign from 
Abydos (word pšš, extend (arms)):



I96
• Original MdC

• Hieroglyphica

•                    or 

• Value = jnḏ, so the snake is probably a cobra after all



Which graphical features are 
important?

• looses the sign idea: tree growing out of a pot.



Problems for encoders



Choosing the right sign, or 
drawing a new one?

Codage « normalisé »

Porteur d’eau A344

Variantes du berger : 
A33, A33A... et A383



Dilemma

• Is          the same as 



A very rich catalogue
• The šsp sign (O 42) 

• many Mdc variants 

• Are they good enough ?



A structured catalogue?
The šsp sign (O 42) 
• P. Chester Beatty 1, pl. XXII, l. 2 



Chiefs and prisoners

! What are the significant features ?
Medinet Habou I, 28,47



Encoding hieratic?
! ḫnms ‘friend’ 

In the Ramsès corpus:

7/9/16



Interim conclusions 

• We need a description  

• We need more structure: separate essential points 
from trifles 

• We need to specify more precisely what a variant is
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Towards the Thot Sign-List 
(TSL)

• PhD fellowship of 4 years (Anneliese Maier - Jean 
Winand)  

• Collaboration between the TLA team(s) and 
Ramses 

• Outcome: a structured hieroglyphic sign-list for 
annotated corpora
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+ Vergnieux’ Unicos
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TSL features 
• Structured 
• Referenced 

Forthcoming 
• Linked data 

• Corpora 
• Hieratic Palaeography (Mainz) 

• Collaborative website 

Unicode 
• Shapes, just as other ones


