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1. INTRODUCTION

Interdisciplinary project, starting from an archaeological problem...
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3. MATERIAL & METHODS

o In the field: mechanical extraction of cores (15-20 m deep) to reach the early

> ° e 0 ° . . . . o
Utica was a maritime and port city (ancient authors) but Holocene. Two of these cores are particularly developed in this poster.

o today, the ancient city is located on a promontory in the heart of the

Medjerda delta, 12 km inland; o In the laboratory: particle size analysis and quartz morphoscopy, sedimen-

tological and biological analysis, mineralogical and geochemical approaches,
radiocarbon dating Figures 2 & 3: The mechanical drill and
. a core UCNI section (E. Pleuger)

o thelocation of the Phoenician and Roman portinfrastructures remains

unknown.
4. RESULTS g
Core UCNI1 («Utique Compartiment Nord») (see fig. 5) — — Ancient CQG—ST line?
Where? In a marshy area, North of the «North compartment» of the delta.
Why? To determine if this area could have been a marine bay during the
occupation of the site. This bay could be a potential location for harbour
infrastructures (quay, mole, ...) prior to clogging of the bay by the sedi-
ments carried by the wadi.
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time, which will be determined by the next radiocarbon dating. —
» Then, the sediments carried by the Medjerda gradually clog the
bay (lagoonal and then fluvial environment).
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the next coring campaign.
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Figure 7: Four maps showing hypotesis of the paleogeographical evolution of the nor-
thern part of the Mejerda delta (Delile et al., 2015)
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