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« Safety net hypothesis » 

Tree: a tool for water quality 
and regulation 



Wezel et al., 2013 

Popularity in Europe  
within agroecological practices 



Ongoing research:  

What about agroforestry productivity? 
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“Some epidemiological 
studies allowed to identify 
relations between the 
occurrence of some 
diseases and exposition to 
pesticides” 

“Risings of significant risks 
for various pathologies 
have been linked to 
exposure to pesticides” 

2013 



Biological 

pest control 



« In a significant 
majority of studies, 
sown wildflower strips 
support higher insect 
abundance and 
diversity than crop 
habitats » 

Higher insect diversity 

and abundance at field 

margins and wood-lots 

than into fields. 

 Semi-natural habitats 

Colignon et al. 2002 
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« These results 
demonstrate that the 
provision of wildflower 
strips does not 
necessarily enhance 
biological control of 
lepidopteran cabbage 
pests » 



Ongoing research:  

What about optimizing flower mixes ? 





Sidonie.artru@ulg.ac.be Severin.hatt@ulg.ac.be 

Now, let’s discuss! 
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