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SUMMARY

The jcnus Veadazea Tsch.-Woess & Poelt is recorded as
new for Africa where it is represented by a new species
Vezdaea folitcola Sirusiaux sp. nov,

RECUME
Le genre Vezdaea Tsch.-Woess & Poelt est découvert
pour la premiére fois cn Afrique, ol il est représenté par
une espéce nouvelle : Vesdaea foliicola Sérusiaux sp. nov.

The collection of foliicolous lichens recently made
in Kivu (?1ire), Rwanda ind Burundi has already proved to
be mostly interesting (Sérusiaux 1978). This paper deals
with the discovery of the genus Vezdaea in this material.
Detailed information about the area and its ecogeographi-
cal position can be found in Lambinon & Sérusiaux (1977).

(**) Aspirant au Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifi-
que.
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Vezdacu folii-swola Sérusiaux sp. nov.

Thallus crustaceus, supracuticulariter crescens, cine-
reo-viridis. Ascocarpia rotunda vel saepe irregularia, 0.8-
1.0 mm diam., leviter convexa, bruneola, interdum leviter
tomentosa. Excipulum nullum, hypothecium indistinctum, Y hiy~
menium' hyalinum. Asci numerosi, membranis incrassatis,
8-spori. Paraphyses ramosae anastomosantesque, reticula cir-
cum ascos formantes. Sporae l-septatae, ellipsoideae, 16,5~
19 x 4=-6 um, leviter sed distincte verrucosae. Algae ad
Chlorococcaceae probabiliter pertinentes. Holotypus :
Lambinon 71/1115 (LG).

Thallus epiphyllous, growing on the leaf cuticule, at
least in adult stage, *+ circular but with an often irregular
periphery (duc to the thallus disappearance), up to 12 mm
diam., not exceeding 10 um thick, ashien green. Ascocarps
circular or often irregular in shape and outline, 0.8-1.0 mm
diam., slightly couvex but giving the impression of being
flattened, brownish, when young covered by a minute whitish
tomentum (this might in fact be the ascus tips), without mar=
gin or in young stages surrounded by intricated whitish hy-
phae giving the margin a woolly aspect. Excipulum lacking
but a few peripheral hyphae suggest an excipulum-like struc=
ture,hypothecium ill-defined, the ascus and paraphyses are
found in loose tufts, there is no binding hymenial gel and

* therefore there is no real hymenium.

Asci abundant, clavate, thick-walled, with a double
layer and a swollen tholus (especially clear in young asci);
paraphyses branched and anastomosed, composed of flattened
cells and forming a net work around each ascus. Spores
8/ascus, l-septate, not constricted at the septum, (14-)
16.5-19 x 4~6 um (average of 17.5 x 5 um),ellipsoid to
slightly fusiform, with oltuse ends, minutely verrucose when
completaly mature (verrucae distinctly refringent).

Pycnidiospores produced only in certain young parts of
the thallus (obviously lacking in large areas of the thallus,
usually in old ones), fusiform with tapering ends, simple,
14=16 x 25=35 um, budding on long and * atraight sterigmaces.

Algae : micareoid : plobose, green, 5-10 um diam.,cells
grouped in a commun gelatinous membrane,probably belonging to
the Chlorococcaceae.

zaire : Central east Afromontane district : Massif du Kahuzi,
env. km 37 de la route Bukavu-Walikale, alt. 2300 m, partie
inférieure de la forét de bambous, épiphylle sur Culcasia sp.,
Lambinon 71/1115 (holotypus : LG, isotypus : GZU, herb. Vézda).
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a Sérusiaux, holotypus. a : young hymenium;
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The genus Vezdaea has been recently recognized
(Tschermak-Woess & Poelt, 1976) to accomodate an european
species [Pachyascus byscaceus (V&zda) Vézda (= Catillaria
byssacea V&zda)], whose particularities vere ecarlier descri-
bed by Vézda (1963, 1970). Tschermak-Woess and Poelt also
have shown that this taxon formely was described as Lecidea
aestivalis by Ohlert and should therefore be named Vezdaea
aestivalis (Ohlert) Tsch.-Woess & Poelt. Four other species
have been placed in the genus as well (Poelt & Dobbeler,
1975, 1977) : V. leprosa (James) V&zda, V. retigera Poelt &
Débbeler, V. rheocarpa Poelt & Dobbeler and V. stipitata
Poelt & Dobbeler. Those papers provide information on mor-
phology, anatomy, ecology and taxonomical position of that
genus of Lecideaceae.

The taxon discovered in Lambinon african material
clearly belongs to that genus because of its ascocarps
structure, ascus anatomy, lack of excipulum, branched and
anastomosed paraphyses forming a network around individual
asci and bicellular spores.

It can be easily distinguished from the species of the
sect. Stipitatae Poelt & Dobbeler (V. stipitata and V. lepro-
ga) by its sessile ascocarps and from the only species of the
sect., Rheocarpae Poelt & Dobbeler (V. rheocarpa) by its para-
physes which reach the ascus tips (in V. rheocarpa, paraphy-
ses are scarceand do not exceed half the ascus length).

V. foliicola seems to belong to the sect. Vezdaea and can be
distinguished from V. retigera by its spores (unicellular in
V. retigera) and from V. aestivalis by its ascocarps color,
pycnidiospores, as well as its distribution and ecology. As
a matter of fact V. aestivalie has flesh-colored ascocarps,
bacillifoyrm pycnidiospores 10~12 x 2 um and is encountéered
in Europe overgrowing living or dead mosses and liverworts.

I am mostly grateful ta Dr. A. V&zda who made several
improvements to my manuscript. Drs. V. Demoulin (Liége),J.
Lambinon (Lizge), D.H., I'fieter (Cambridge), J. Poelt (Graz)
and A, Vdzda acted aa referees for this paper,
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