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INTRODUCTION

Phonological abilities like phonological awareness, verbal short-term memory and rapid automatized naming have been shown to be

reliable predictors of early literacy acquisition abilities (Lander| & al., 2013). Letter knowledge (Foulin, 2005) and short-term memory for

order information (Martinez Perez & al., 2012) have also been associated with reading acquisition. In order to identify children at risk for

reading acquisition difficulties at a very early stage, we designed a battery of tests ("Batterie d'évaluation collective des Prérequis

spécifiques a l'apprentissage du Langage Ecrit en 3éme maternelle", BPLE) which permits a collective assessment of the different

predictors identified to support literacy acquisition.
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THIS STUDY

The aim of the present longitudinal study was to validate this battery by assessing, for children in 3rd year kindergarten, its ability to
predict reading and writing abilities one year later (first year of elementary school).

RESULTS
Participants Correlation analysis

All the predictors are significantly associated with the literacy
abilities assessed one year later (after controlling age and
sociocultural level, see table 1)

Tasks of the BPLE (3™ year kindergarten)

Table 1. Correlation analysis between the predictors at Age 5 and literacy tasks at

Age 6 .
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¢ rapid automatized naming (AR?.06***)

e phonological awareness (AR?.13***) Independent predictors

A A . of the score on the
¢ rapid automatized naming (AR?.10***) NW reading

* p< .05, **p<.01, ***p<.001 -

DISCUSSION

Literacy tasks (1% grade) These results show that this collective battery is a valid tool for
predicting, in 3" year kindergarten children, literacy abilities
one year later.

The BPLE appears to be a promising tool for detecting, at an
early stage, children at risk for later literacy acquisition
difficulties.
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