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Context

Mercury (Hg) loads in marine predators remain high in Europe despite reduction of emissions within the EU. As Hg presents a
long residence time in the atmosphere (-1 year), it could be transported far from point sources. A better knowledge of Hg
cycling is therefore necessary to understand where the Hg, contaminating marine organisms, comes from.

Our aim is to investigate Hg concentrations, speciation and stable isotopic signature in sea bass originating from several
areas around Europe in order to show how this information can help discriminate the sources of Hg pollution.

Method

We sampled juvenile sea bass, Dicentrarchus labrax, from the mouth of the Seine, the North Sea, the Aegean Sea and the
Black Sea. Livers, muscles, brains and kidneys were collected. Total Hg was measured using a DMA 80. A preliminary set of
individuals was also selected for the determination of MeHg concentrations.

Results and discussion
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