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How to support the transition of existing 
urban neighbourhoods? 



THE PROBLEM = THE UNSUSTAINABLE EVOLUTION OF 
LOTS OF EXISTING URBAN NEIGHBOURHOODS 



THE SUN PROJECT’S PROPOSAL: 

 MAIN GOAL: 

 DEVELOP AND TEST NEW FORMS OF PUBLIC ACTION 
TO SUPPORT THE TRANSITION OF EXISTING URBAN 
NEIGHBOURHOODS TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY 

 DEMONSTRATION SITES: 

 7 DISANTVANTAGED URBAN NEIGHBOURHOODS 
WHERE IMPORTANT PROBLEMS REMAINED:  

 BAD IMAGE, DEPRIVATION, LOW ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY, LOW ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF PRIVATE 
HOUSING BUILDINGS,… 





THE SUN PROJECT IN BRIEF: 

■  FUNDING: INTERREG IVA PROJECT (EUREGIO MEUSE- RHINE) 

■  BUDGET: 5 million euros 

■  DURATION: 3,5 YEARS  

■  PREPARATION AND COORDINATION: LEMA-ULg 

■  7 PARTNER CITIES: Liège, Verviers, Eupen, Aachen, 
Eschweiler, Heerlen, Genk (each one with a pilot neighbourhood) 

■  VARIOUS PARTNER ORGANISATIONS: DuBoLimburg, COS-
Limburg, University Hasselt, University Maastricht, 
Fachhochschule Aachen, Volkshochschule Aachen, SMart, SPI, 
Cluster Eco-Construction 



PROJECT’S OBJECTIVES: 

■  INTEGRATE SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES IN THE 
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF EXISTING URBAN 
NEIGHBOURHOODS 

 (social justice and balanced territorial development as promoted 
by the Leipzig Charter) 

■  ENGAGE INHABITANTS AND LOCAL ACTORS IN THE 
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR 
NEIGHNOURHOOD 

 (necessity, developing skills and competences, co-working) 

■  DAILY COOPERATION BETWEEN RESEARCHERS, CITY 
PRACTITIONERS AND INHABITANTS  

 (action research, social innovation and new practices) 

■  TRANSBORDER COOPERATION TO STIMULATE 
INNOVATION AND TRANSFERS OF PRACTICES  





THE WORKING METHOD: 

“ACTION RESEARCH” APPROACH: 

1)   CREATION OF LOCAL « WORKING GROUPS »:  

 Researchers, City officers, Neighbourhood committees, local 
NPOs, inhabitants,… 

2)   BENCHMARKING OF EXISTING PRACTICES:  

 Brussels, Paris, Montreal,… 

3)  ACTION PLAN AND BUDGET 

4)  JOINT IMPLEMENTATION  

5)  EVALUATION >> POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS 



TOP-DOWN  
CONSIDERATIONS 

(ENERGY CHALLENGES, 
BIODIVERSITY, BALANCED 

TERRITORIAL DEVELOPEMENT,…) 

BOTTOM-UP IDEAS 
(NEEDS AND WISHES OF 

THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES) 

WIN-WIN ACTIONS 





  PROBLEM: LOW ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE QUALITY,  
  LACK OF (PUBLIC AND PRIVATE) GREEN SPACES 

   

























LE PROJET SUN EN BREF 





 PROBLEM: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL DECLINE, 

 EMPTY SHOPS, BAD IMAGE AND PERCEPTIONS,…   

   























  PROBLEM: POVERTY, IMPORTANT MIGRANT POPULATION, 

  SOCIALLY-ISOLATED PERSONS, INSECURITY FEELING, 

  LOW LEVEL OF EDUCATION,… 

   



















  PROBLEM: LOW ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF PRIVATE HOUSINGS, 
LOW AWARENESS OF GLOBAL ENERGY CHALLENGES 
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BROADER IMPACT OF THE SUN PROJECT: 

■  THE SUN PROJECT RECEIVED A SPECIAL MENTION AT THE 

REGIO STAR AWARDS IN 2011 

■  300 PARTICIPANTS AT THE FINAL CONFERENCE 

■  THE SUN PROJECT CONTINUES TO GENERATE INTEREST 

AND ENTHUSIASM EVEN IF NOW FINISHED 

■  OTHER TOWNS AND CITIES ARE INSPIRED BY THE SUN 

PROJECT 



THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 




