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Introduction 

▪ Conventional practices are partly responsible for the loss of 

biodiversity in agricultural landscapes (Krebs et al., 1999). 

▪ Biological control methods are studied as alternatives to chemical 

insecticide use (Landis et al., 2000 ; Haaland et al., 2011). 

▪ Wildflower strips at field margins are known to attract insects such 

as natural enemies (Pfiffner et al., 2009, Carrié et al., 2012). 

Experimental design & Research questions 

▪ Insect identification 
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Functional diversity 
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▪ Vegetation monitoring 

with quadrats 

How do functional diversity and mowing regime of wildflower strips affect  

conservation biological control? 
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General hypothesis 

▪ Crop yield 

measurement 

▪ Insect trapping and 

plant observation 
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▪ Sweep neting 
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Flower species mixtures with different functional diversity level 
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♦ functional diversity (1A) 
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What is the effect of… 

…on insect diversity, their trophic 

relations and thus biological pest 

control ? 

Research questions 

Contact: Séverin HATT 
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