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Archeological sites and lake deposits (8000 B.P.)
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Introduction

Desertification is land degradation in arid, semi-arid
and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various
factors, including climatic variations and human
activities. (UNCCD)

Desertification is taking place due to population
pressure, socioeconomic and policy factors which
lead to overgrazing, deforestation and poor
agricultural practices. In addition, rainfall shortages
enhance degradation in the fragile drylands
ecosystems. (UNCCD)




Dryland Systems
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Orylands are home o 34.7 % of the global population in 2000




‘ Focus on the Sahel
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‘ Sahelian rainfall (1921 — 2004)

— Pluviométrie annuelle
— Moyenne centrée [9 ans]
—— Moyenne 1921-1967
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‘ Drought...
. v -

In 1963 the size of Lake Chad was about 23500 km2
After over 30 years of rainfall shortages (2000), its
area was reduced to 1355 km=.




Drought... How large is the problem?
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Drought... How large is the problem?
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‘ Drought...

Where do we go ?




Wﬂl 1t rain tomorrow ?
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Wﬂl 1t rain tomorrow ?
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Human population in the Sahel (1950 — 2005) and projections

Population (millions)
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After UNPP, 2007
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Human pressure trends in the Sahel (1961 — 2007) (1961 = 100)
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Human pressure trends in the Sahel (1961 — 2007) (1961 = 100)
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Urban population trends in the Sahel (1961 — 2005) (1961 =

1)
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‘ Dust storm distribution during the dry

season 1n the Sahel
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Evolution of the number of days atfected

by dust storms during the dry season
(Tombouctou, Mali, 1930-1997)
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ERS 1/2 SAR (07/08.12.1995) — Interférométrie — Image de cohérence (Aleg —
Mauritanie)




Evolution of the landscape in the
Makaortchl Gayl reglon (S E N1ger)
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That stheay It goes...




