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Landscape and participation. construction of a
PhD research problem and an analysis method

m Landscape

¢ Largely discussed in the scientific and institutional
spheres as well as within the civil society

¢ an essential component of people’s surroundings

+ an operational instrument of territorial development
(Joliveau, 1994)

+ a federator object avoided of multiple
qualities:accessibility, transversality, support of identity,
animation and participation tool
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m Many mental landscape representations

¢ each actor or user — i.e. officials, administrators,
farmers, foresters, contractors, tourists, defenders of
nature, local residents or researchers — has his own
perception of landscape

¢ expectations and priorities for land use may differ and
conflicts of interests and disagreements may appear

- taking these various perceptions into account when
making propositions of landscapes protection,
management and planning seems fundamental
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m Participation of the interested parties and
general public

— a sustainable, consensual and democratic
management of the landscapes and quality of
populations' surroundings should ideally be based on
the participation of all interested parties and
populations

—> Participation is especially mentioned in the 5c and 6D
articles of the European Landscape Convention
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Public participation, one of the fundamental principle

of the European Landscape Convention

EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE CONVENTION
- Florence Convention —
CONVENTION EUROPEENNE DU PAYSAGE

COUNCIL  COMEEIL _ ; -
OF EUPSPE  DELELROIPE Convenfion de Florence

g

-acr a Vel ru;e;ggké’ee
¢..to establish proceaures or-the participation ot the-general public, local .ana.regional-authorities, ana:othe
,(‘..’.’..,S with-an-interest:in.-the.definition lrr’cle,n'en:'frr Of the I_‘njgl‘_p‘ nolicies.-mention In:paragrap
b-above;
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With St ¢
landscapes, each Party undertakes
b..to.assess the landscapes thus-identified; laking-into-account the particular values:assigned-to-them-by.the
interested parties -and the: population-concerned
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m Participation of the interested parties and general
public

¢ Practical difficulties
e Many definitions

o A diversity of participatory mechanisms
(participation level, concerned actors, aims and effects, approached
field and topics, stage of the decision-making process...)

e Numerous procedures
(public hearings, advisory committees, dialogue , citizens’
consultation...)

e A diversity of scales

e A multitude of stakes and objectives, sometimes
contradictory

e Risks and dilemmas
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m Participation of the interested parties and
general public

+ Appropriate methodologies and tools to be built,
developed and diffused
—> participatory design of landscape management projects
associating all concerned parties constitutes a privileged

way to take into account of the stakeholders’
representations, needs and constraints and to implement

participation
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- PhD research

¢ to identify the significant components for a
design process of a project adapted to the
landscape (carrying structure, stages sequence,
concerned actors, participatory actions...

# to evaluate the specific contributions of the
participation to the landscape management
project
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- Comparative analysis of participatory
processes of landscape management projects
design on a local scale

¢ A list a dozen projects (Local Action Group, Natural
Parks, River Contract...)
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- Direct observation of two landscape
management projects design

o the Culturalite en Hesbaye brabanconne Local
Action Group (LAG) (municipalities of Beauvechain,
Hélécine, Incourt, Jodoigne, Orp-Jauche et
Ramillies)

o the Entre-Sambre-et-Meuse LAG (municipalities of
Cerfontaine, Florennes, Gerpinnes.gh WalGowrh).., »en 2007
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Direct observation of two landscape management projects design
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Le Groupe d'action locale Culturalité en Hesbaye brabangonne

Région de Région
Bruxelles-Capitalef\ flamande

{?{\/ Mouscron [“v

Tournai S e
. Soignies
L ]

Nivelles
[ ]

Namur
®

Dinant
&

270 km?
37 376 habitants

PAYS-
BAS

A~ S
Waremme  Liége
L ]

Verviers
°

ALLEMAGNE

Huy

Marche-en-
Fa.menne

Bastogne
L]

Neufchateau

' Grand-Duché .
du
LUXEMBOURG

Arlon /

Virton &
L ]

A\



Groupe d'action locale de I'Entre-Sambre-et-Meuse
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Landscape and participation. construction of a PhD
research problem and an analysis method

m On these two cases, our experimental approach will
include:

¢ The examination and analysis of the produced
documents: reports, ma CFS activities to awareness-raising
papers, newsletters, and minutes;
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Landscape and participation. construction of a PhD
research problem and an analysis method

m On these two cases, our experimental approach will
include:

+ An investigation by individual interviews conducted with a
sample of stakeholders implied in the project design but
also among inhabitants

o The direct observation of on-going projects (participating
in follow-up committee meetings, in information seminars,
in work sessions relating to landscapes, raising-awareness
action, walk)
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Landscape and participation. construction of a PhD
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3) Construction of an analysis method

m On these two cases, our experimental approach will
include:

+ The examination and analysis of the produced documents:
reports, maps, activities to awareness-raising papers,
newsletters, and minutes;

+ An investigation by individual interviews conducted with a
sample of stakeholders implied in the project design but
also among inhabitants

+ The direct observation of on-going projects (participating
in follow-up committee meetings, in information seminars,
in work sessions relating to landscapes)

+ The confrontation of the various landscape representations
+ The organisation of participative meeting-debates
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The organisation of participative meeting-debates in order to:

+ to initiate a dialogue between the various actors (and also researcher)
and bring them closer together

+ to help the participants to gradually specify their point of view and to
gradually move from concerns expression to problems formulation

# to bring a scientific expertise and to debunk misunderstandings but
also, with the participation of the actors, to validate how the collected
data will be interpreted

+ to gradually build (by the debate) a collective - not obligatorily
consensual - reading of the landscape which acknowledge the
diversity of perceptions, analyses, positions and interests... and lead to
common problems that will found the management orientations and
recommendations

+ to evaluate how relevant, operational and acceptable the considered
actions are

Emilie Droeven — Huelva — October, 26t 2007



Landscape and participation. construction of a PhD
research problem and an analysis method

—> Participative research-action

¢ Action = Direct intervention in the territorial action

e a fundamental research, a research on action, a research for
action, and a research in action

+ Participative - Participation of the territorial actors
e participation of the territorial actors and the general population
can “feed” the territorial action as well as the scientific research

¢ A double objective

e Scientific: to improve the fundamental knowledge of a concrete
aspect of a territorial process (the building of a landscape
management project)

e Practical: to raise the awareness and to empower local actors
and inhabitants by involving them in the development of a
landscape diagnosis, orientations and recommendations proposal

and finally the development of actions in favour of the

landscapes -
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Some obstacles...

¢ the difficulty of finding a willing experimentation field and the
necessity to install a ethical frame negotiated and accepted by
everyone

¢ the fact that the research does not concern a,
“experimentation field” but takes place in the frame of a
project whose temporalities are different from the one of the
PhD research and a project from which several elements -
however structuring the research — are not under control

¢ the fact that participatory involvement takes time and
lengthen the duration of the protocol of data acquisition and
validation la

# requires particular aptitudes such as the insertion in the
existing networks and the capacity of negotiation, mediation

and animation
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