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L'Europe
en
débat

Le blog L’Europe en débat, fruit d’un partenariat entre ARTE et le Collège d’Europe,
aborde en français et en anglais l’actualité européenne sur une base thématique. Son
équipe, composée d’étudiants, d'assistants et de professeurs du Collège, privilégie dans
ses analyses la comparaison, la mise en perspective et le recul. Elle vous invite à
participer à ce travail collectif via les commentaires. Elle cherche ainsi, à dégager dans
le débat des intérêts communs aux citoyens européens en dépassant les intérêts
nationaux, préalable indispensable à la constitution d’une opinion publique
européenne.

Rubriques

Actualités (26 mess.)
Démographie et politiques publiques en
Europe (23 mess.)
Edito et programme (4 mess.)
Elections européennes et espace(s)
public(s) (25 mess.)
L’agenda européen : enjeux nationaux
et rôle des présidences (21 mess.)
Mémoire historique et politique (24
mess.)
Présidence française et politique
extérieure (22 mess.)
Revisitons la question turque (23 mess.)

Billets récents

Vers une Union européenne plus
participative ?
Europe, l'impossible débat ? Mise en
perspective : Allemagne
Les élections européennes : un enjeu «
patriotique »
Les élections européennes : un enjeu
partisan
Les élections européennes : quels
enjeux ?

Médias

Les Vidéos du blog
Les Sons du blog
Les Images du blog

Archives

juin 2009 (6 mess.)
mai 2009 (29 mess.)
avril 2009 (16 mess.)
mars 2009 (14 mess.)
février 2009 (27 mess.)
janvier 2009 (17 mess.)
décembre 2008 (17 mess.)
novembre 2008 (21 mess.)
octobre 2008 (16 mess.)
septembre 2008 (3 mess.)
août 2008 (1 mess.)
juillet 2008 (1 mess.)
juin 2008 (6 mess.)
mai 2008 (29 mess.)
avril 2008 (16 mess.)
mars 2008 (14 mess.)
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janvier 2008 (17 mess.)
décembre 2007 (17 mess.)
novembre 2007 (21 mess.)
octobre 2007 (16 mess.)
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Erasmus-Architecture-Ensaplv
Erasmus-Berlin-Paris
Zoom_Europa_Carnet_de_prod
LEUROPE_EN_BLOGS
Tandem_pour_lEurope
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27 et moi
ARTE
A saute mouton
Regards croisés
Collège d'Europe
College of Europe Alumni Assocation

Les partenaires associés de
Regards croisés :
Cafebabel
Presseurop
EurActiv
Les Euros du village
Europa-Digital
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Eurozine
Goethe-Institut
Nouvelle Europe

Les sites incontournables
Europa, le portail de l’Union européenne
EUobserver
Eurotopics
Toute l’Europe
Centre for European reform (CER)
Notre Europe
Mouvement Européen France

Dans la blogosphère
Coulisses de Bruxelles, UE
Le blog de Margot Wallström
The blog of the Centre for European
Reform
blogs@eliamep
Blogactiv
Technorati

Debates and documentation on
European culture and history
Europe's World
signandsight.com : Let's talk European
Centre Virtuel de Connaissance de
l'Europe
European Navigator, un site
remarquable du CVCE sur l'histoire de la
construction européenne
Apprendre et enseigner l'histoire de
l'Europe du XXème siècle
Turquie Européenne

Présidence française et PESC
European Council on Foreign Relations
Telos - Agence Intellectuelle

Démographie et politiques
publiques en Europe
Transeuropéen - un blog des Euros du
village
Centre d'analyse stratégique - Dossier :
Les jeunes dans une société vieillissante
Le site d'Eurostat sur la population
européenne
The analyses of ELIAMEP on
contemporary international migration
Le futur passé de l’Europe : un projet
mettant en perspective les débats
démographiques en Europe

Elections européennes et
espace(s) public(s)
EUdebate2009 - le site de Cafebabel sur
les élections européennes
Predict 09.EU : predictions on the next
European Parliament
Le site du Parlement Européen sur les
élections de juin 2009
27 et moi, une plataforme sur les
européennes chez ARTE
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Le 11/05/2009 à 10:18

European elections, the unimportant election on the 7th of June -

Reading note, Belgium: Le Soir

Identity card of the review

Foundation date: 1887
Domains covered: politics, international affairs, economy, society, culture
Readership: about 580.000 readers, first in the French speaking Community.
Political position: The paper describes itself as « independent progressive ».
Website: www.lesoir.be
                         
Reading note
 
Author of the Article: David Coppi
Title of the article: « Les élection européennes, parentes pauvres du 7 juin ». « European elections,

the unimportant elections on the 7th of June ».
Issue: 26 march 2009
 
In this article, David Coppi, journalist for Le Soir (which is one of the two most important newspapers in
French-speaking Belgium) is very clear: European elections are hidden by regional elections. It must be

said that on the 7th of June, there will be two kinds of elections in Belgium. Indeed citizens have to –
voting is an obligation for Belgians – go to the polling booth for both European elections and regional
elections. The regions are the federal entities in Belgium.
 
David Coppi thus tries to analyse the future polls and concludes that regional elections are more
important to politicians than European elections. Several points underline his argument. First, there is a
political duel between the two biggest parties in the French-speaking Community: the liberal party (MR)
and the socialist party (PS). Each party wants to score first within this Community. Second, the way of
making the party list reveals the importance of regional elections. Everything seems to be done to
attract citizen’s votes at the regional level. Another clue pointing to the second-order status of European
elections is the fact that no president of one of the French-speaking parties decided to be on the
European party lists. For the journalist, such a scenario could have been attractive, thus rising media
coverage. Once again it will not be the case and it will consequently reduce the importance of these
elections.
 
For these reasons, David Coppi concludes that we will have « a hollow European competition », being
fought between four politicians. First, Louis Michel (MR), outgoing commissioner, will see if he is able to
reintegrate the national political scene. Second, Jean-Claude Marcourt (PS), outgoing regional minister,
has to confirm his growing place among the Socialists. Third, Anne Delvaux, previous television
journalist, has to struggle for a successful entrance into politics, for the Christian Democrats. Finally,
Isabelle Durant (Ecolo/Green Party) is approaching European elections in an indifferent way. So, for a
journalist looking at European elections in French-speaking Belgium, there is not really much at stake.
 
Finally David Coppi mentions the icing on the cake: the fact that Europe is declining for two reasons.
Firstly, there is no common economic boost; secondly, José Manuel Barroso does not seem to fit for the
role of president. However, the journalist is not so pessimistic. He hopes that the candidates will
successfully counter this situation.
 

Geoffrey Grandjean
Find out more:
Several documents can be found on the site of the CRISP (Centre de recherche et d’information socio-
politiques): http://www.crisp.be/.
 
The book by Xavier Mabille, Histoire politique de la Belgique. Facteurs et acteurs de changement,
Bruxelles, CRISP, 2000, is a reference in Belgian political history.
 

Commentaires

1 - Le 11/05/2009 à 11:52, par Luis

Voting is an obligation for Belgian citizens, but does that make them feel a bigger ownership in
politics? We usually consider participation as a sign of legitimacy of a political system, but American
democracy works with low turnouts. As far as I can see it, the main problem for the legitimacy of
the EU is the fact that most politicians are not interested in it. Politics is the mediation between the
individual and the social world, but politicians don't usually explain the benefits of the EU for each
citizen.

2 - Le 11/05/2009 à 23:19, par Channel

European politicians have often an archaic perception and practice of power and they don't want to
share it with "Brussels", that's true. It would be useful to offer them a specific training about the
soft power or influence which is an other way to take benefice of power.
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3 - Le 14/05/2009 à 07:04, par Geoffrey

Voting is an obligation in Belgium but it do not mean that people are interested in politics. For
example, in Belgium, the pourcentage of people who do not want to express their vote (the vote is
thus not valid) is around 14yThere are certainly people who are "rebel" in this pourcentage.
Moreover, Belgians have to vote for European elections and it is not for this reason that they
consider Europe Union as legitimate. We can have an obligation without motivation.
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