Claire LARRIERE

s Jacquet se met 2 rire de plus belle et
ar; il regarde Ducul comme lorsqu’ils
ant leur randonnée: «Un sacré coup
nouissant, au moment précis ol Mme
voir le mort.

I must have read it somewhere. In some small new magazine that probably
would not survive, no matter how much Big Cool Coke Thirst and Big Hard
Marlboro Space they advertised. I can see it still. Eroded. Eaten away by bright
yellow and purple patches (what was that again? which washing powder?).

But I don’t want to remember. I don’t want to know. I do not know. I
have never met Bill. Or Sandra. Or the other one. They are not, don’t you
see. They are figments, fiction. They only had a fleeting paper existence
and even the paper disintegrated.
But they are in me they won’t go away they wait and wave they run and
grope and

Icannot Icannot I cannot
the key

cannot release them

A child, a boy, skinny, bony, tanned. How old? Any age between
eleven and fourteen, but smallish. Running down the steep sinuous
unpaved streets eyes lit a terrible hope burning in them a consuming
fire of expectation. Sun barely out on the harbour but sharp already
cutting angles of darkness into its new light where it meets a wall
drawing tentacles of neat shade behind trees weaving night on the
bright dirt of the wards on the wooden slats of the quay in the early
busy-ness of all those other people crowding in as the boat sails in. We
do not know what they want. His want is too big. It cancels out
everything else. His fire is too hot. The sun.itself cannot touch him.
He moves (runs? flies?) in a light of his own, without a shadow on
any side of him. (Or is it because he goes too fast and the shadow
cannot follow?) And then stops dead. Stands. The dark purple water
flapping about a yard away from his now suddenly motionless feet.
And nothing moves in him any more. Only his eyes are still burning,
boring their holes of want into the morning light. Even now, when he
stands still—and no one around him on any side in all this throng of
people rushing to get their stalls ready, to pack their bundles high for
some distant journey or for the weekly market trip to the next island,
because after all we did want to know, we did want to look, if only to
escape for the briefest of spells the tight appeal of his gaze—even so
the sun shuns him, leaves him alone, forgets the gift of a shadow. He
stares out to the open sea. The boat is now growing bigger more
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