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The abundance and time-budget of bottlenose dadgfiursiops truncatuswas assessed in Bahia San Antonio,
Patagonia (Argentina) in the years 2009 and 201i0t# of 366.4 boat-based survey hours resultestlin
contact hours with a total of 88 dolphin groups.rikeecapture abundance estimations, based on @8fidd
dolphins, resulted in a corrected maximum esti&&7 and 83 individuals during winter, and a minimof
34 and 38 individuals during autumn of 2009 and®f&kpectively. Between 25% and 68% of the popmiati
consisted of unidentifiable individuals dependimgtibe season, indicating the high presence of jleeeand
calves.

Behavioural data indicated that the dolphin’s timelget consisted mainly out of resting and feediagiable
over the seasons. Dolphins increased their timgirigeand socializing during winter and spring, wieaes
feeding dropped to a minimum in autumn. During swanrthe dolphins spent up to 46% of their time rijyia
behaviour presumably associated with a tail outipet-dive foraging strategy.

Based on these data, we assume more prey avajahiling winter and spring (main food source bgietagic
fish) and a notable decrease in prey availabilitsirdy summer with benthic prey species being thin rftend
source. In autumn, even less prey items might béable. Furthermore, the increase in social behawiuring
winter and spring combined with a peak in the pneseof calves during these seasons, suggestsitierse of

a mating and calving season.

These estimates of abundance are in line withites ®f other coastal populations of bottlenosgliok
elsewhere in the world, and fit the occupancy pastelescribed for other coastal areas with smsiltlest
communities. The study furthers suggests that dindpspecifically use the study area to rest ard,fand to

give birth and raise their young, specifically agriwinter and spring.



