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TI TLE: GCN Cl RCULAR

NUMBER: 5718

SUBJECT: GRB 061006: optical afterglow

DATE: 06/10/08 12:09: 35 GVI

FROM Dani el e Mal esani at SISSA-1SAS, Trieste,ltaly <nalesani @issa.it>

Dani el e Mal esani (SI SSA/ 1 SAS), Luigi Stella (1 NAF/ OAR), Paolo D Avanzo,
Stefano Covi no (I NAF/ QABr), Emmanuel e Jehin, Chris Lidnman, and Doni ni que
Naef (ESO) report on behalf of the MSTIClI collaboration

We observed again the field of the short GRB 061006 (Schady et al., GCN
5699; Krimmet al., GCN 5704), with the ESO VLT UT2 equi pped with FORS1
Observations were carried out in the | band (30 m nutes on source), and
started on 2006 Oct 8.2936 UT (1.60 days after the GRB). The seeing
(0.85") was conparable to that of our previous observation

We still detect the two sources reported by Mal esani et al. (GCN 5705).
The object inside the XRT error circle (al pha = 07:24:07.66, delta =
-79:11:55.1) has faded by 0.53 +- 0.09 mag with respect to our previous
observation. W thus suggest that this source is the optical afterglow
of GRB 061006, possibly contam nated by the host galaxy. In fact, the

i nferred power-|aw decay slope is quite shallow (al pha = 0.50+-0.08).
However, the object in the |last epoch is not clearly extended.

The I ack of a bright gal axy suggests that this short burst is not very
near by.

Furt her observations are planned.
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