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In May 2006 comet73P/SW3passedat lessthan 0.1 AU from Earth providing us

an uniqueopportunityfor high spatialresolutionstudy of its coma.This eventwas

expectedto be particularly interestingbecausehe comet had broken apartin 3-4

fragmentsin 1996.The 2006 apparitionhasbeeneven moreinteresing becausehe

fragmentsproducedn 1996,whenapproachindghe Sun,werecontinuouslybreaking
apart.This procesgesultedin mary small sub-fagmentsandin the injectionin the

comaof freshmateral, comingfrom the interior of the nuclei, giving the possibility

to studythis uncontammatedmaterial. The breakingfragmentshave beenobsenedat

ESOin thevisible andnearlR with the aim of analyzingthis freshsolid component
of the comain searchof possiblepresencef organic solids.In the presentatiorwe

will reportpreliminaryrestits of this campaign.



