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Introduction
{ N'Dama is the most representative Bos
taurys breed in West Africa (7 million
head). Being trypanotalerant, it has been
used for large scale dissemination for

grazing savannah in the regions infested

by tse-tse fly.

- rﬂg Despite their essential roledn national

‘economy of some African countriesy their
productivity Is poor, with high calf
‘martality and lowreproductive
perfarmance (calving intervals avaerage
634 % 32 days with a 3=peak distribution:
12, 24 and'33 months) (Njie et.al4 1981),
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4._ If the [ang intervals c&Emm:mnm_ﬂrm s
due to physiolagical anoestrus ar failed
pregnancies with embryonic arfetal
martality, must'be determined.

To determine if, in the contintious
prasence of a fertile male, a new
pregnancy period could be initiated
within 10 to 38 weeks after parturition
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| b 32 N'Dama cows
maintained.with.a
fertile bull

- Weekly collection of
hlood samples from
parturition untilithe:
4th-ath manths,
postpartunt

P Determination of PAG
cancentrations by
hemalagous R4
(Zali ot al.; 19892)
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b PAG concentrations decreased in'the plasma
samples to become under the thrashald, Ehm
ngfml)around week 10-16 postpartum 5 4

Y ) After the typicalldécrease (Zoli etal , 1982, nh_.ﬂm
concentrations remained under the ﬁ:qmmrm_% b
imall blood samples fill the last abseration :nh
to 38 weeks postpartum), despite " mating.
behaviorwers recorded
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ImconcltSion,notPAG was detactable
the lagt biood samples {week 10! to 39th)
of all the 32 cows investigated, inditating
that no new pregnancy was evaluting for
more than 30 days atthe end of the™
experimentation period
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Perspectives

‘' N'Dama cows were described ds having
extremely long,intarvals between two
consecutive parturitions. [fthis phenomenan
results from a |ang anestrus in the
postpartum period or from reproductive
failifes (abrormal corpus (uteumm, embryonic
moartality, etc] remaing to be detarmined:

xﬂummn_zmzmn_ weekly determinations of
A pregnancy-associated glycoprotein together
Nl Withiprogesterone over: the wholecalving
intervallcan help to elucidata this very
important guesticn.
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